
Chief of Section 
Kwabia  Boateng

Editor 
Yinka Adeyemi

Production Assistant
Meseret Arega 

ecanepad@uneca.orgEconomic Commission for Africa

A service of the UN system-wide 
support to the African Union and 

its NEPAD Programme

NEPAD TODAY
Every Wednesday

16 March 2011

A production of the RCM-Africa Secretariat, Economic Development and NEPAD Division  (EDND), 
United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

Director: Emmanuel Nnadozie
email: ecanepad@uneca.org

The articles published in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of UNECA or NPCA

Continued on page 2  

Continued on page 2  

Gambari tells Africa to speak out on Libya

UN/AU Joint Special Representative 
in Darfur, Prof. Ibrahim Gambari, 
has urged African leaders to speak 

out on the current situation in Libya.

Speaking in an interview with the Daily 
Trust in London, Prof. Gambari said the 
voice of Africa should be heard on the po-
litical crisis in the North African country.
"All African countries without exception 
should speak out", he said that if they stand 
on principles and on the side of the people, 
they would never go wrong.
Whatever is happening in Libya, the fact of 
the matter is that it is an African country 
that has helped in the liberation struggle and 

identified with Africa's aspiration for unity."
Prof. Gambari who stressed that the age of 

sit-tight leaders was over, warned that the 
current clamour for democracy and political 
reforms in the Arab world could be repli-
cated in South Saharan Africa if its leaders 
failed to listen to their people and identify 
with their aspirations.

"At the end of the cold war, it was Eastern 
Europe. Now you have the Middle East. 
After a small gap, it could be Southern Saha-
ran Africa".

Experts challenged to produce indicators for 
measuring, tracking progress on sustainable 
development in Africa

The Director of the Food Security and 
Sustainable Development Division 
(FSSD) of ECA, Mr. Josue Dione, 

opened a two-day workshop on Sustainable 
Development Indicator Framework for Af-
rica with a call on participants to come out 
with concrete recommendations on mea-
suring and tracking progress on sustainable 
development in Africa in a more systematic 
and effective manner.

He told the Information and Communica-
tions Service (ICS) of ECA that the work-

shop forms part of the regional preparations 
for the forthcoming United Nations Confer-
ence on Sustainable Development, Rio+20 
to be presented and hopefully, endorsed by 
the African Union Heads of State Summit 
of January 2012.

It is organised by ECA, in partnership with 
the AUC, the African Development Bank 
(AfDB), the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP), and the United Na-
tions Development Programme (UNDP), 
with participants from the NEPAD Agency 
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On the eve of the landmark decision, UN Under-Secretary-General and Executive Secretary of the UNECA, Mr. Abdoulie Janneh 
urged the Parties to use at least 60 percent of the fast-track fund meant for financing climate change adaption and mitigation activities 
in developing countries to kick start the future African Green Fund. 
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Please let us hear from you
How useful do you find NEPAD Today? Are there other issues you would like us to 

address? Please send an email to: marega2@uneca.org 

NEPAD Nigeria...

Continued from page 1 Upcoming Event

 • AU Conference of Ministers of Economy and 
Finance and ECA Conference of African Ministers 
of Finance, Planning and Economic Development: 
Theme: Governing development in Africa.      
 
24-29 March 2011, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
 
• Conference on mobilising investment in in-
frastructure and agriculture in Africa - NEPAD-
OECD Ministerial Conference, 2011.     

26-27 April 2011, Dakar, Senegal

• African Youth Forum
1-9 April 2011,  Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
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Gambari tells Africa...
"People will begin to demand respect for 
their human rights and for their voices to 
count in terms of governance of their coun-
tries," he said.

He advised African leaders to ensure good 
governance and address issues of corruption 
and transparency not by what they say, but 
by what they do.

He, however, declined to comment on  
whether Libyan leader, Col. Muammar 
Gaddafi should stand down, arguing that the 
UN Secretary General has already spoken and 
believes AU would soon make a statement on 
the issue.

Prof. Gambari emphasized the relevance of 
the Peer Review Mechanism as provided in the 
NEPAD where a country's affairs are reviewed 
by its peers with emphasis on accountability 
and good governance.

Describing the mechanism as the 'most creative' 
in the NEPAD document, the international civil 
servant said it should be made compulsory so 
that all African countries would be reviewed, 
assessed and rated by their peers. 
Source: Africa News, March 9, 2011

Experts challenged...
as well as from the Regional Economic 
Communities.

Mr. Dione recalled out that in line with its 
mandate ECA launched the production of the 
Sustainable Development Report on Africa 
(SDRA) in 2004/2005. It is a medium for mon-
itoring and assessing sustainable development 
in Africa, and for promoting a balanced 
integration of the three pillars of sustainable 
development.
Source: Special to ECA

Towards an African 
consensus statement 
for Rio+20

A source at the ongoing workshop on 
institutional and strategic frame-
works for sustainable development 

in Africa assured ICS of ECA that partici-
pants are close to a set of clear “sustainable 
development concerns that Africa would 
like to see reflected in the outcomes of the 
2012 Rio+20 Conference.

Convened to prepare Africa’s effective par-
ticipation at the forthcoming United Nations 
Conference on Sustainable Development 
(UNCSD), the workshop has brought to-
gether experts and negotiators from among 
key stakeholders for concrete proposals.

Mr. Josue Dione, Director of FSSD, ECA 
who has been leading some of the discus-
sions, told participants that the workshop is an 
“opportunity to examine and adequately define 
the institutional framework for sustainable 
development in Africa, taking into account 
existing institutions at regional and sub 
regional levels”

Source: http://www.ttkn.com/science-environment/towards-
an-african-consensus-statment-for-rio20-9498.html


