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1. Background 

 

1. African leaders have intensified their efforts to promote regional integration, as 
evidenced by the establishment of the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) in 
March 2018. The work of the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) and partners 
continue to contribute to this agenda with policy-oriented technical research, including 
through the reports that are the focus of this side event: (a) Assessing Regional Integration 
in Africa (ARIA) IX: next steps for the African Continental Free Trade Area report and    
(b) African Regional Integration Index 2019.    

2. The ninth edition in the series, Assessing Regional Integration in Africa (known as 
ARIA IX 2019) responds to Agenda 2063 of the African Union, establishing a “deep” trade 
agreement among African countries. that and goes beyond the liberalization of goods and 
services to address “behind the border” trade issues.  Accordingly, the AfCFTA phase II 
negotiations are structured around three topics: competition policy; intellectual property 
rights; and investment. ARIA IX examines the substantive issues and options for 
developing protocols on each of these topics to help negotiators from member States 
achieve the most from the phase II negotiations. In anticipation that AfCFTA will enter 
into force in the coming weeks, given the strong momentum behind the ratification 
process, the report further discusses the next steps for the implementation of the 
Agreement.  Recognizing the growing importance of digital trade, as business conducted 
through e-commerce platforms and e-payment systems continue to proliferate, the report 
assesses the implications and makes the case for including cooperation in digital trade as 
a separate AfCFTA protocol.   

3. The 2019 edition of the African Regional Integration Index (known as ARII) will be the 
second edition in the series.  The main objective of ARII is to monitor and evaluate the 
status of economic integration among African countries. The report provides a basis for 
member States to track their progress within their respective regional economic 
communities and within the continent. The preliminary results of the 2019 report indicate 
that regional integration in Africa remains low across the five dimensions that are 
analyzed (trade integration, regional infrastructure, productive integration, free 
movement of people and macroeconomic integration).  South Africa emerges as the most 
integrated country, particularly in regard to trade integration, regional infrastructure and 
productive integration; with South Sudan as the least integrated mainly because of its 
modest performance in regional infrastructure and macroeconomic integration.  

  

 

 

 



 

 

2. Objectives of the Event  

The objectives of this event are:  

 To provide key messages and recommendations resulting from the African 

regional integration research and engage member States in considering how best 

to approach the AfCFTA phase II negotiations; 

 

 To indicate progress made by ECA, African Union Commission and African 

Development Bank towards finalizing the African Regional Integration Index 

report (2019) by presenting some preliminary results and the policy 

recommendations that emanate from them. 

 

3. Expected Outcomes 

 
 Inform on regional integration dynamics in Africa and specific policy 

recommendations on how to support the regional integration process; 
 Indicate the next steps for implementing the AfCFTA agreement and specific 

recommendations on options for the AfCFTA phase II negotiations. 
 

4. Target audience 

 
 Officials of the ministries of trade, finance, industry, economic development 

and planning  

 The private sector, civil society organizations and academia  

 Development partners and regional and international organizations   

 

5. Panelists 

 
1. Mr. David Luke, Coordinator of the African Trade Policy Center (ATPC), Regional 

Integration and Trade Division (RITD), United Nations Economic Commission for 

Africa (UNECA)  

2. H.E Ambassador Dr. Kipyego Cheluget, Assistant Secretary General for the 

Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) 

3. Mr. Taieb Baccouche, Secretary General, Arab Maghreb Union (AMU) 



 

4. Ms. Latifa Elbouabdellaoui, Director of International Relations, Ministry of 

Industry, Investment, Trade and Digital Economy of Morocco 

5. Ms. Leila Mokadem, Country manager and Resident representative of the African 

Development Bank (AfDB) in Morocco. 

 

 

6. Organizational arrangements 
 

Date and Venue of the Event 

The Session will take place on 23rd March 2019, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. at the Orangeraie room 

in the Palais des Congrès of the Palmeraie of Marrakech, Marrakech, Morocco.  

 

 Format of the meeting 

The event will be held on margins of the 52nd Session of the Economic Commission for 

Africa. The Regional Integration and Trade Division will chair the event and present the 

reports to the participants. The Moderator Mr. Jenerali Ulimwengu will monitor the 

Panelist interventions. All panel members to make an intervention of 15 minutes on how 

best to approach the AfCFTA phase II negotiations and regional integration of the 

continent.  

The panelist discussion will be followed by an open discussion (Questions and Answers) 

on the next steps for implementing the AfCFTA agreement and fostering regional 

integration of the continent as well as policy recommendations that may be distilled from 

the discussion.  

 

7. Contact 

The following staffs can be contacted for further information relating to the event: 

Ms. Wafa Aidi; Economic Affairs Officer, Market Institutions Section; RITD, UNECA; P.O. 

Box 3001; Addis Ababa, Ethiopia; Tel: +251 11 544 5672; Email:aidiw@un.org; Fax No. 

(251-11) 551 4416. 

Mr. Jamie MacLeod, Trade Policy Expert, ATPC, RITD, UNECA; P.O. Box 3001; Addis 

Ababa, Ethiopia; Tel.: +251 (0) 11 544 3813 Email: macleodj@un.org ; Fax No. (251-11) 551 

4416. 
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