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Session description

Technology solutions for trade facilitation can involve a large initial investment but have proven
to pay themselves back in the form of more efficient trade crossborder trade and improved revenue
collection. The implementation of paperless solutions for trade formalities still low on the
continent, disadvantaging African traders. Concerns persist on financial sustainability, data
security and technical capacities among other things. A strong public-private partnership could
address these concerns, as well as promote a more active engagement on the issue.

The session is looking to answer:

e What is the role the government plays in the paperless trade story? And the private sector?

e How can the private sector engage the public sector on the benefits of paperless trade?

e What private sector solutions exists in trade facilitation, can companies make trade
facilitation into a business opportunity?
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