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I. Opening of the retreat  

1. The retreat of the coordinators of the Regional Coordination Mechanism for Africa 

(RCM-Africa) was held on 9 and 10 February 2017 in Addis Ababa. The retreat was co-

chaired by Mr. Abdalla Hamdok, Acting Executive Secretary of the Economic 

Commission for Africa (ECA), and Mr. Erastus Mwencha, outgoing Deputy 

Chairperson of the African Union Commission (AUC). 

2. The agenda for the retreat was as follows: 

1. Opening remarks 

2. Adoption of the programme of work for the eighteenth session of RCM-

Africa 

3. Presentation on the key priority areas of Agenda 2063 

4. Presentation on the matrix and the key priorities of the clusters 

5. Progress report on RCM-Africa 

6. Other matters 

7. Closing remarks 

3. The retreat was attended by representatives of AUC, ECA, the joint RCM-Africa 

secretariat (the African Development Bank (AfDB), AUC and ECA), the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the Inter-Agency Secretariat of the 

International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, the International Labour Organization, the 

International Organization for Migration, the Joint United Nations Programme on 

HIV/AIDS, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, the Office of the 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the United Nations Children’s Fund, 

the United Nations Development Group, the United Nations Development Programme, 
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the United Nations Environment Programme, the United Nations Office to the African 

Union, the United Nations Population Fund, the United Nations Educational, Scientific 

and Cultural Organization, and the World Food Programme. The full list of participants 

is attached as an annex to the present document. 

4. Mr. Hamdok, welcoming the participants, gave a brief overview of the evolution of 

RCM-Africa, from a consultative meeting to a coordination mechanism for United 

Nations system-wide support for the African Union in the context of “Delivering as 

one”. Noting that Agenda 2063 and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development were 

about 90 per cent congruent, he said that the two frameworks should be aligned to 

facilitate implementation and monitoring and evaluation. The joint work programme set 

out in the matrix prepared by the RCM-Africa secretariat provided a platform for the 

United Nations to renew its commitment to supporting the African Union in carrying 

out its first 10-year implementation plan. 

5. Mr. Mwencha said that the continuing cooperation and partnership efforts of the 

African Union and the United Nations were anchored in the newly adopted United 

Nations-African Union partnership on Africa’s integration and development agenda for 

2017-2027. The partnership was the successor framework to the Ten-Year Capacity-

Building Programme covering the period 2006-2016. The partnership would guide and 

focus attention on Africa’s integration agenda and help the United Nations to deliver as 

one. 

6. The RCM-Africa secretariat had met with the heads of AUC, ECA and AfDB to 

agree on a set of action plans to complement the efforts of RCM-Africa. In that 

connection, AfDB had recently adopted five priority areas of work with a view to 

advancing Africa’s transformative agenda over the following 10 years. The five priority 

areas were lighting up and powering Africa, feeding Africa, integrating Africa, 

industrializing Africa, and improving quality of life for the people of Africa. Those 

areas, which converged with both Agenda 2063 and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development, were intended to serve as a blueprint for African countries to embark on a 

course of sustainable transformation.  

7. The meeting between Heads of State and Government and the Secretary-General of 

the United Nations on the margins of the twenty-eighth annual ordinary session of the 

African Union Assembly of Heads of State and Government, held in Addis Ababa in 

January 2017, had proved extremely fruitful and provided a platform for African leaders 

to dialogue with the United Nations on Africa’s development agenda and priorities. In 

the future, such meetings would be held annually. Noting that the partnership between 

the United Nations and the African Union must maintain its momentum, he said that 

stakeholders needed to be able to see that there were clear indicators in place to measure 

development progress within a results-based platform. Stressing the importance of the 

theme of the eighteenth session of RCM-Africa, “United Nations system support for 

harnessing the demographic dividend through investments in youth”, for addressing the 

socioeconomic challenges facing Africa’s young people, he said that there was a need 

for policymakers to rethink and adopt new paradigms to ensure that more young people 

were absorbed into the continent’s workforce. 

II. Adoption of the programme of work for the eighteenth 
session of RCM-Africa  

8. A representative of the RCM-Africa secretariat presented the proposed programme 

of work for the eighteenth session of RCM-Africa, which would be held on 25 and 26 

March 2017 in Dakar. He explained the structure of the session and presented the 

proposed panellists for the various sessions. While the participants were in general 
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agreement on the subthemes for the panel sessions, there was consensus that young 

people should be invited to serve on the panels. 

III. Presentation of the key priority areas of Agenda 2063  

9. Mr. Tichawona Shumba (Strategic Planning Directorate, AUC) gave a brief 

presentation on Agenda 2063, the first 10-year implementation plan, and the plan’s 

monitoring and evaluation framework. In January 2015 the African Union had adopted 

Agenda 2063 as the blueprint for 50 years of continental socioeconomic and political 

transformation. Subsequently, in June 2015 the first 10-year implementation plan, 

covering the period 2013-2023, had been adopted by member States for integration into 

their national visions and strategies.  

10. He said that through the plan member States, regional economic communities and 

the organs of the African Union were required to integrate the results framework and 

institutional responsibilities, including monitoring and evaluation, into their own 

strategies and planning systems. The plan’s monitoring and evaluation framework 

facilitated the operationalization of Africa’s collective commitment to translate the 

continent’s vision and goals for development into tangible results and outcomes. With 

regard to coordination mechanisms, including RCM-Africa, he highlighted that the 

monitoring and evaluation framework would boost multi-partner collaboration and 

provide clarity on the roles and responsibilities of all players across all levels.  

IV. Presentation on the matrix and the key priorities of the 
clusters 

11. A representative of the RCM-Africa secretariat presented the matrix. The matrix 

aligned the clusters to the priorities of the African Union, as set out in the first 10-year 

implementation plan. 

12. After extensive deliberations, the following recommendations were made: 

(a) The United Nations shall have two days after the retreat to provide inputs 

into the matrix.  

(b) AUC, the owner of the matrix, shall have one week after receiving the 

inputs of the United Nations to review the matrix, with a view to ensuring that the key 

priorities of the African Union are captured. Mrs. Treasure Thembisile Maphanga 

(Director of Trade and Industry, AUC) shall present the matrix at the meeting of the 

AUC Directors on 13 February 2017. 

(c) Upon receiving the revised matrix from AUC, the RCM-Africa secretariat 

shall inform the heads of the clusters and hold a meeting for each cluster within two 

weeks to deliberate on the agreed work programme for each cluster. Matters concerning 

the subclusters shall be discussed at the scheduled cluster meetings. 

(d) A ninth cluster on governance, peace and security shall be created. 

(e) The coordinators of the clusters shall meet in early March to take stock of 

the preparations for the eighteenth session of RCM-Africa. 
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V. Progress report on the Regional Coordination Mechanism 
for Africa  

13. A representative of the RCM-Africa secretariat presented the highlights of the 

clusters’ activities and progress made. She said that a draft of the progress report had 

been circulated for comments and the feedback had been incorporated accordingly. The 

clusters were expected to report on their progress based on the guidelines issued by the 

RCM-Africa secretariat, which stipulated that reporting should be based on three key 

aspects: achievements; challenges and lessons learned; and recommendations and ways 

forward. 

VI. Other matters  

14. A representative of the RCM-Africa secretariat informed the participants that ECA 

would be sponsoring a limited number of participants to attend the eighteenth session of 

RCM-Africa. Specifically, it had agreed to sponsor the following participants: 

(a) One representative of each of the African Union departments; 

(b) One representative of each regional economic community; 

(c) One representative of the NEPAD Planning and Coordinating Agency and 

one representative of the secretariat of the African Peer Review Mechanism. 

15. It was suggested that a limited number of young people from across the continent 

should also be sponsored to attend the meeting.  

VII. Closing remarks  

16. Mr. Stephen Karingi (Director, Capacity Development Division, ECA) thanked the 

participants for attending the retreat and contributing to the deliberations. 

17. Mr. Anthony Mothae Maruping (Commissioner for Economic Affairs, AUC) called 

on the participants to maintain the momentum of RCM-Africa. He praised Africa’s 

development narrative, noting that it had shifted significantly from general talking shops 

to action. 
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Annex 

List of participants 

Mr. Erastus Mwencha 

Deputy Chairperson 

African Union Commission 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

 

Dr. Anthony Mothae Maruping 

Commissioner, Economic Affairs 

African Union Commission 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

 

Dr. Janet Edeme 

Ag. Director of Rural Economy and Agriculture 

Department,  

African Union Commission 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Tel: +251 15 182 855  

E-mail: edeneJ@africa-union.org 

 

Ms. Treasure Maphanga 

Director, Trade and Industry Division 

African Union Commission 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Mobile: +251 911 503 425 

E-mail: maphangat@africa-union.org 

 

Ms. Angela Martins 

Head of Culture Division 

African Union Commission 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Mobile: +251 912 960 577 

E-mail: martinsa@africa-union.org 

  

Mr. Olaisi Dare 

Head of Humanitarian Affairs, Refugees, and 

Displaced Persons Division 

African Union Commission 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

E-mail: dareo@african-union.org 

 

Mr. Bedda Cheikh 

Director, Infrastructure and Energy 

African Union Commission 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Tel: +251 911 201 697 

E-mail: beddec@afrian-union.org 

 

 

Mr. Abdalla Hamdok 

Acting Executive Secretary 

ECA 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

 

Ms. Giovani Biha 

Deputy Executive Secretary 

ECA 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

 

Mr. Stephen Karingi 

Director, 

ECA-Capacity Development Division 

Tel: +251 15 445 443 

E-mail: skaringi@uneca.org 

 

Mr. Joseph Atta-Mensah 

Principal Policy Advisor 

ECA-Capacity Development Division 

Tel: +251 15 445 379 

E-mail: jattamensah@uneca.org  

 

Mr. Alexis Bisanukuli H. 

Head of Office a.i. 

Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 

Affairs -African Union Liaison Office 

P.O. Box 60252 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Mobile: +251 911 517 320 

 

Mr. Samba Harouma Thiam 

Head of United Nations Environment 

Programme Liaison Office to the African Union 

Commission and ECA 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Mobile: +251 937 947 007 

 

Mrs. Rosemary Museminali  

Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS 

Representative of the African Union and ECA 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  

Tel: +251 11 544 4005 

E-mail: museminali2@unaids.org 

 

Mr. Cosmas Chanda 

Representative of the Office of the United 

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

mailto:beddec@afrian-union.org
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Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Mobile: +251 911 208 655 

E-mail: Chanda@unhcr.org 

 

Dr. Mahama Ouedraogo 

Ag. Director of Human Resources, Science and 

Technology 

African Union Commission 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

E-mail: ouedraogom@africa-union.org 

 

Mr. Tichawona Shumba 

Senior Policy Officer 

Strategic Planning Directorate 

African Union Commission 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Mobile: +251 929 188 474 

E-mail: TichawonaS@africa-union.org 

 

Dr. Nadine El Hakim 

Programme Coordinator,  

African Union Commission 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Mobile: +251 912 645 882 

Email: nadineh@africa-union.org 

 

Ms. Maimouata Compaose 

Principal policy Officer 

African Union Commission 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Mobile: +251 929 350 268 

E-mail: Ouatmilin@gmail.com 

 

Mr. Chris Fleming 

African Union Commission 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Mobile: +251 930 643 480 

E-mail: flemingc@africa-union.org 

 

Dr. Zauli Bonkoungou 

Telecom and ICT Consultant 

African Union Commission 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Mobile: +251 911 208 077 

E-mail: zaulib@africa-union.org 

 

Mr. Idrissa Omar Kane 

Regional Representative 

United Nations Office to the African Union 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Mobile: +251 925 265 055 

 

Dr. Iyorlumun Uhaa 

Representative of the United Nations Children’s 

Fund 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

 

Dr. Yumiko Yokozeki 

Director 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Mobile: +251 911 202 653 

E-mail: y.yokozeki@unesco.org 

 

Ms. Nathalie Ndongo-Seth  

Chief of Staff  

United Nations Office to the African Union 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Mobile: +251 911 511 715 

E-mail: ndongo-seh@undp.org 

 

Ms. Lucia Kiwala 

Chief, Gender 

United Nations-Habitat  

Nairobi, Kenya  

Tel: +254 73863368 

 

Mr. Danston Ondachi 

Regional Operations Specialist 

Regional-United Nations Development Group  

Nairobi, Kenya 

Tel: +254 721332881   

 

Mr. Mathewors Tulu 

Head of Inter-Agency Secretariat of the 

International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, 

Sub-office 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Mobile: +251 966 215 869 

E-mail: Mathewos.tulu@unisdr.unon.org 

 

Ms. Shewaye Lulu 

Liaison and Project Officer  

UNFPA Liaison office to the African Union and 

ECA 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Mobile: +251 915 953 960 

E-mail: shewaye@unfpa.org. 

 

Amb. Salah Hammad 

Head of AGA Secretariat 

African Union Commission 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Tel: +251 11 5182615   

Mobile: +251 913 057 711 

E-mail: agbor.anbang@yahoo.com 

mailto:Ouatmilin@gmail.com
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Ms. Aissatou Hayatou 

Senior Policy Advisor  

Joint support office (African Union 

Commission-ECA-African Development Bank) 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Mobile: +251 911 864 581 

 

Mr. Oumar Diop 

SPO, Aboard Employment 

African Union Commission 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Oluleye Mathew Adewuyi 

Educational and IT Professional 

African Union Commission 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Mobile: +251 929 054 025 

E-mail: adewuyio@african-union.org 

 

Ms. Sharon Ndloru 

Principal Political Analyst - 

African Union Commission 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

E-mail: Ndlorus@african-union.org 

 

Ms. Agbor Ambang 

Head NEPAD Coordination Unit- African Union 

Commission  

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Mobile: +251 911 201 650 

E-mail: agbor.anbang@yahoo.com 

 

Mr. Wa-kyendo Mumina 

African Development Bank  

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Mobile: +251 910 972 272   

E-mail: m.wa-kyendo@afdb.org 

 

Ms. Luladay Argaw 

Programme Officer 

International Labour Organization 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Tel: +251 11 544 4055 

Mobile: +251 911 233 531 

E-mail: aragaw@ilo.org 

 

Ms. Demi Lemma  

Liaison Officer  

United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  

Mobile: +251 911 101 974 

E-mail: d.lemma@unesco.org 

 

 

Ms. Seraphine Toe 

Strategic Communication Planner 

United Nations Office to the African Union 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

E-mail: toe@un.org 

 

Ms. Purity Thirimu 

Programme Officer, International Organization 

for Migration 

Nairobi, Kenya  

Tel : +254723563564 

E-mail: pthirimu@iom.org 

Ms. Pnumza Manqndi  

International Organization for Migration Liaison 

Office African Union/ECA/ 

the Intergovernmental Authority on 

Development  

E-mail: Pmanqindi@iom.int 

 

Ms. Priscilla Wanjiru 

Programme Officer,  

World Food Programme 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

E-mail: priscillawanjiru@wfp.org 

 

Mr. Mohamed Awdahir 

Senior Officer (programme and partnership), 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Mobile: +251 930 000 520 

E-mail: Mohamed.awdahir@fao.org 

 

Mr. Michel Nsaioiba 

Political and Humanitarian Officer 

African Union Commission 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Mobile: +251 912 646 116 

E-mail: nshimba@hotmail.com 

 

Ms. Marictte Sabatier 

Labour Migration and Strategic Partnerships-

International Labour Organization 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  

Mobile: +251 944 155 486   

E-mail: sabatier@ilo.org 

 

Mr. Getu Assefa 

National Officer for Culture 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

mailto:pthirimu@iom.org
mailto:nshimba@hotmail.com
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Tel: +251 11 544 5498 

E-mail: g.assefa@unesco.org 

Mr. Kasirim Nwuke  

Chief, New Technologies and Innovation 

Section-ECA  

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  

Tel: +251 15 443 375 

Mobile: +251 911 508 211 

E-mail: nwuke@un.org 

 

Mr. Soteri Gatera 

Chief of Industrialization and  

Infrastructure Section - ECA 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Mobile: +251 929 179 527 

E-mail: Gesolen@uneca.org 

 

Mr. Tinfissi Joseph Ilbondo 

Chief, Statistical Development Section 

ECA 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

E-mail: jilboudo@uneca.org 

 

Ms. Nozipho Freya Simelane 

Economic Affairs Officer 

ECA-Capacity Development Division 

Tel: +251 15 445 468 

E-mail: nsimelane@uneca.org 

 

Ms. Ngoni Diop 

Senior Gender Advisor 

ECA 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Mobile: +251 912 633 390 

E-mail: ndiop@uneca.org 

 

Mr. Peter Mundala 

Special Assistant to the Deputy Executive 

Secretary 

ECA

Tel: +251 11 544 5035 

E-mail: sosman@uneca.org  

 

Mr. Emmanuel Chinyama 

Economic Affairs Officer 

ECA 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

E-mail: echinyama@uneca.org 

 

Ms. Samrawit Fikre 

Consultant 

ECA-Capacity Development Division 

Tel: +251 15 443 338 

E-mail: sfikre@uneca.org 

 

Mr. Ibrahim Turay 

Consultant 

ECA-Capacity Development Division 

Tel: +251 15 443 920 

E-mail: ituray@uneca.org 

 

Mr. Enoch Okara 

Consultant 

ECA-Capacity Development Division 

Mobile: +251 923 571 846 

E-mail: eokara@uneca.org 

 

Ms. Zewditu Befekadu 

Staff Assistant 

ECA-Capacity Development Division 

Tel: +251 15 445 785 

E-mail: ZBefekadu@uneca.org 

 
Ms Genet Beyene 
Staff Assistant 
ECA-Capacity Development Division 

Tel: +251 544 3497 

E-mail: gbeyene@uneca.org 
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