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Seasonal Forecasts at Regional/National 
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 ! • AGRHYMET created in 1974, after 
the drought 1970’s,

• 14 countries members:   But all 
the products are for the 17 west-
african and ECOWAS countries

Centre Régional AGRHYMET

• Collect data, produce and

disseminate information on food

security, water resources

management, drought and

desertification, climate change

• Strength the capacities of the 

countries members

• Strength the interstate 

cooperation by shearing good 

practice between countries

• Missions
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Seasonal forecast

1. Evolution

 1998-2010: 

– RR JAS

– River basin flows

 2011: New approach

– RR JJA et JAS

– Agrometeorological characteristics of the RR season

• Onset date

• Ending date

• Length of dry spells 

– River basin flow

 Onset and ending dates of the rivers flows !!!!
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Seasonal forecast

2. Methodology

 Include staff from NMHS, regional international

 experts et Three (3) working groups (Agro meteorology, 

Climatology et hydrology)

 Production of forecasts:

– RR,

– Onset and secession dates, 

– Dry spells

– Rivers discharge

 Users forum

• farmers 

• Water resources managers

• NGOs, etc.

 Two (2) workshops since 2011

• Area with monomodal regime of RR (sahelo-sudanian region) 

• Area with bimodal RR regime (Gulf de Guinea)



U
n

 a
u

tr
e 

S
ah

el
 e

st
 p

o
ss

ib
le

 !

Regional Forecast

National

Forecasts

(« local» scales)

17 Countries
GCMs

Forecasts

(« large» scales

and SSTs)

Global Producing 

Centres

Partners in 

seasonal 

forecasting

Regional 

Institutions

Consesnsus 

discussion

Verification
Communication 

to users

Seasonal forecast
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Ongoing processes with partners

• AGRHYMET is the process to be endorse

by ECOWAS as RCC

• AGRHYMET will start the demonstration

phase to be a WMO-RCC

• AGRHYMET with ECOWAS in the process

to finalized a joint GFCS project

• AGRHYMET and ACMAD agreement on

AGRHYMET to conduct the seasonal

forecast processes in W.A. with the support

of others partners (including ACMAD)
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2018 JJA rainfall forecast 2018 JAS rainfall forecast

Starting date of season forecast Ending date of season forecast



U
n

 a
u

tr
e 

S
ah

el
 e

st
 p

o
ss

ib
le

 !

Majors rivers flows forecast

Length of dry spells at the 

beginning of the season

Length of dry spells at the 

end of the season
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• Presse release

• Special Bulletin 

• Mailing list

• AGRHYMET website : WWW.agrhymet.ne

• New approach

– Communication with users trough some pilots 

initiatives : CCAFS, ISACIP, ACCIS, ONGs

– Local radio, farmers, local decisions makers, 

local technical services, etc.

Dissemination and communication

http://www.agrhymet.ne/
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Communication of seasonal forecast with some national services

Communication of seasonal forecast with end-users
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Verification at national Levels



U
n

 a
u

tr
e 

S
ah

el
 e

st
 p

o
ss

ib
le

 !

Challenges

Use of seasonal forecast in impacts 

models

• SARRA-H

• Hype

• Etc.,



U
n

 a
u

tr
e 

S
ah

el
 e

st
 p

o
ss

ib
le

 !

Thank you


