
8

Table of contentsGlossary

AfDB African Development Bank

AU African Union

CEN-SAD  Community of Sahel–Saharan States 

COMESA  Common Market for Eastern and 
Southern Africa

COMTRADE  Commodity Trade Statistics Database 
(United Nations)

EAC East African Community

ECA  Economic Commission for Africa

ECCAS  Economic Community of  
Central African States 

ECOWAS Economic Community  
 of West African States 

GDP Gross Domestic Product

HPCI  Harmonized Consumer Price Index

ICT  Information and Communications 
Technology

IGAD  Intergovernmental Authority on 
Development 

IMF  International Monetary Fund

REC  Regional Economic Community

SADC  Southern African Development 
Community

UMA Arab Maghreb Union

UNCTAD  United Nations Conference on  
Trade and Economic Development

UN United Nations

WTO World Trade Organization

Acknowledgements IFC

Foreword, African Union 3

Foreword, African Development Bank 5

Foreword, Economic Commission for Africa 7

Section 1: The Index
Index Makeup 11

Index Impacts 12

Index in Africa 13

 Regional integration overall in  
Regional Economic Communities

 
14

Overall scores on Regional integration

CEN-SAD 14 ECOWAS 15
COMESA 14 IGAD 15
EAC 14 SADC 15
ECCAS 15 UMA 15

Average overall scores on Regional integration 
by REC

 
15

Index five Dimensions in  Regional Economic 
Communities

 
16

 Regional integration overall:  
average REC scores in the five Dimensions

 
16

 Regional integration overall:  
Higher than average REC scores in one or 
more Dimensions

CEN-SAD 17 ECOWAS 17
COMESA 17 IGAD 17

EAC 17 SADC 17

ECCAS 17 UMA 17

Regional integration overall in countries  
by Regional Economic Community

 
18

 Overview of regional integration scores by 
country (in order of overall ranking) 19

CEN-SAD 19 ECOWAS 21
COMESA 20 IGAD 22
EAC 20 SADC 22
ECCAS 21 UMA 23

 Index five Dimensions in countries  
by Regional Economic Communities

 
24

Index Timeline 26



9

 Section 2: The Dimensions

n Dimension 1: 
Trade integration

 
28

 Country scores on Trade integration
CEN-SAD 28 ECOWAS 29
COMESA 28 IGAD 29
EAC 28 SADC 29
ECCAS 29 UMA 29

 Comparison of average scores by REC  
on Trade integration

 
29

n  Dimension 2:  
Regional infrastructure  

30

 Country scores on Regional infrastructure
CEN-SAD 30 ECOWAS 31
COMESA 30 IGAD 31
EAC 30 SADC 31
ECCAS 31 UMA 31

 Comparison of average scores by REC   
on Regional infrastructure

 
31

n  Dimension 3:  
Productive integration

 
32

 Country scores on Productive integration

CEN-SAD 32 ECOWAS 33

COMESA 32 IGAD 33

EAC 32 SADC 33

ECCAS 33 UMA 33

Comparison of average scores by REC 
on Productive integration

 
33

n  Dimension 4:  
Free movement of people

 
34

 Country scores on Free movement of people
CEN-SAD 34 ECOWAS 35
COMESA 34 IGAD 35
EAC 34 SADC 35
ECCAS 35 UMA 35

 Comparison of average scores by REC   
on Free movement of people

 
35

n  Dimension 5:  
Financial and macroeconomic integration

 
36

Country scores on Financial and  
macroeconomic integration

CEN-SAD 36 ECOWAS 37
COMESA 36 IGAD 37
EAC 36 SADC 37
ECCAS 37 UMA 37

 Comparison of average scores by REC  
on Financial and macroeconomic integration

 
37

Section 3: Annexes
Index Blueprint 39

 Scores and rankings tables
CEN-SAD 40 ECOWAS 44
COMESA 42 IGAD 46
EAC 42 SADC 46
ECCAS 44 UMA 46

Table 1. Africa Regional Integration Index (ARII) 
Components and Indicators

 
48 


