
Integration Matters
Regional integration is a development priority for Africa. All Africans, not just 
policy makers and decision makers, have a role to play in making integration a 
reality for the continent.

Integration matters in Africa. It affects what people can buy; the variety of what is 
on offer at the local market; how easily citizens move between countries; where 
individuals travel for leisure or for work; how cost-effective it is to keep in touch; 
where people choose to study or look for a job; how to transfer money to family 
or get start-up capital for a business.

Regional integration is about getting things 
moving freely across the whole of Africa. 
This means getting goods to move more 
easily across borders; transport, energy 
and telecommunications to connect more 
people across more boundaries; people 
to move more freely across frontiers, and 
capital and production to move and grow 
beyond national limits. 

Africa’s integration journey towards a more connected, competitive and busi-
ness-friendly continent is underway and its roadmap is, in some areas, under 
construction. Africa’s Regional Integration Index is an action tool measuring the 
progress of an Africa on the move.
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