
13

FOCUS
The success  

of Ethiopian  

Airlines

32

ABIDJAN
The story  

of an airport

concession

16

LIBERALISATION
Comment  

by IATA

03

EDITORIAL
by Carlos Lopes,

UNECA

AIR TRANSPORT, A VITAL  
CHALLENGE FOR AFRICA

COMPLEX JOURNEYS, LIMITED CONNECTIONS AND COVERAGE –  
AFRICAN AIR TRANSPORT FACES MANY CHALLENGES.  

HOW CAN ITS DEVELOPMENT BE NURTURED? 

P
S

D
24

J
U

N
E

 2
0

16

P R O P A R C O ’ S  M A G A Z I N E

Private Sector
Development



PRIVATE SECTOR & DEVELOPMENT 
is published by PROPARCO, Agence 

Française de Développement Group, 
share capital of 693,079,200, 151 rue 

Saint-Honoré, 75001 Paris - France • 
Tel.: (33) 1 53 44 31 07 •  

E-mail: revue_spd@afd.fr •  
Website: www.proparco.fr • Blog:  

blog.private-sector-and-development.com

• Publications Director  
Grégory Clemente

• Founder Julien Lefilleur

• Editors in chief  
Fanette Bardin, Julien Lefilleur

• Deputy Editor Clélie Nallet

• Editorial Assistant Véronique Lefebvre

• Editorial committee Morgane 
Beaudouin, Cyrille Bellier, Nicolas 

Vincent, Sandrine Boucher, Jérémie 
Ceyrac, Tom Rostand, Anne-Gaël 

Chapuis, Johan Choux, Gonzague 
Monreal, Odile Conchou, Julia Richard 

de Chicourt, Jean-Charles Daguin/
Audrey de Garidel, Charlotte Durand, 
Amaury Mulliez, Véronique Pescatori, 

Gregor Quiniou, Christel Bourbon-
Seclet, Jean-Baptiste Sabatié, Yazid 

Safir, Laure Loaec

• Advisory board Jean-Claude 
Berthélemy, Paul Collier, Kemal Dervis, 

Mohamed Ibrahim, Pierre Jacquet, 
Michael Klein, Nanno Kleiterp, Ngozi 

Okonjo-Iweala, Jean-Michel Severino, 
Bruno Wenn, Michel Wormser

• Issue coordinated by Stéphane Carcas 
(AFD), Alexis Janoray (Proparco), Laure 

Bourgeois (Proparco)

• Contributors to this issue Jean-Louis 
Baroux (APG World Connect & APG 

Academy), Francis Brangier (Egis Airport 
Operation), Stéphane Carcas (AFD), 

Marie Carru (Proavia), Alexis Janoray 
(Proparco), Mengistu Jima (PTA Bank), 

Ian Kincaid (InterVISTAS Consulting 
Group), Raphael Kuuchi (IATA), Charlotte 

Logeais (AFD)

• Graphic design and creation LUCIOLE

• Translations Lifeline Language Services 
Ltd, Jean-Marc Agostini

• Editorial office 
( : ? ! ; ) D O U B L E P O N C T U A T I O N, 

www.doubleponctuation.com, 
Neil O’Brien/Nollez Ink

• Photo credit (cover) Thinkstock

• Printing on recycled paper  
Pure Impression

ISSN 2103 3315 
Legal deposit at publication  

23 June 2009

A
ir transport in Africa still does not count for much on a global scale. 
However, strong GDP growth, the continent’s fast-growing urbanisa-
tion and the expansion of the middle classes – who want to travel – are 
likely to shake up this situation. The African aviation market is about to 
experience unprecedented growth. The IATA is forecasting an average 

annual increase of 5.7% in air traffic until 2034. The sector also offers major investment 
opportunities – estimated at over $160 billion for the acquisition of new aircraft alone. 

However, there are still many obstacles to realising this potential. The airlines have to bear 
high operating costs that put a strain on their competitiveness. They include, in particular, 
the exorbitant cost of fuel, high taxes and charges, greater insurance premiums and stringent 
regulatory constraints. Traffic rights and air fares are subject to particularly restrictive controls 
that often put African operators at a disadvantage. At present, intercontinental connections 
remain the prerogative of foreign airlines, which account for more than 80% of the traffic. 

Nevertheless, a few operators – including Ethiopian Airlines and Kenya Airways – have 
succeeded in overcoming these challenges. Far-reaching reforms are needed at regional 
and continental level to promote new successes and stimulate the development of private 
initiative. Only effective liberalisation of air transport will lead over time to increased traffic, 
improved safety and lower fares. Initiatives to this effect have already demonstrated their 
benefits, whether in South Africa or Kenya, Côte d’Ivoire or Zambia. The political deter-
mination of African heads of government will be key to implementing the Yamoussoukro 
Decision in full. 

Africa needs a strong, efficient, competitive air transport sector. It is a catalyst for regio-
nal integration, an indispensable support for intra-African trade and tourism, but also a 
tremendous employment driver – it is estimated that this sector should create more than 
800,000 jobs over the next twenty years. The emergence of an open, less fragmented African 
sky will therefore be essential for supporting the continent’s development. 
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 The African aviation market is about to  
experience unprecedented growth. 
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