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A.

Introduction

1. The present annual report of the Economic Commisio Africa (ECA)

covers the period from 31 March 2015 to 31 March&@nd has been prepared in
accordance with paragraph 18 of the Commissionsg®f reference. The report was
adopted at the Commission’s forty-ninth sessionictvivas held as part of the ninth
Joint Annual Meetings of the African Union Spedali Technical Committee on
Finance, Monetary Affairs, Economic Planning antegnation and the Economic
Commission for Africa Conference of African Ministeof Finance, Planning and
Economic Development, which took place in Addis Bada&n 4 and 5 April 2016.

Matters brought to the attention of the Economicand
Social Council

2. The Commission deliberated and made a number ofmeendations on the

theme of the ninth Joint Annual Meetings, “Towaws integrated and coherent
approach to the implementation, monitoring and @atidn of Agenda 2063 and the
Sustainable Development Goals”. The discussions@rmmmendations focused on
the implications of adopting the 2030 Agenda foistdinable Development and
domesticating Agenda 2063 and its first 10-year lémgntation plan; the

development of an integrated and coherent frame¥arrinonitoring and evaluating

both agendas; and mainstreaming the 2030 Agendaufstainable Development and
Agenda 2063 into national strategic frameworksipastplans and programmes.

3. The Commission also discussed a number of otheesssf relevance for

Africa’s development as part of the expert and st@rial segments of the ninth Joint
Annual Meetings. The issues discussed includedyrpss on regional integration in
Africa; the first five-year priority programme omgloyment, poverty eradication and
inclusive development; the challenge of internalomigration; the status of

statistical development in Africa; the outcome bé tsecond annual survey of
partners’ opinions of the work of ECA; the Commisgs strategic framework for

2018-2019; progress in the work of the African ilug¢ for Economic Development

and Planning; the outcomes of the first sessidheCommittee on Gender and Social
Development, the ninth session of the CommitteeRegional Cooperation and

Integration and the ninth session of the Committe&Sustainable Development; the
reports of the meetings of the intergovernmentahmittees of experts; United

Nations system-wide support to the African Uniord dts New Partnership for

Africa’s Development (NEPAD) programme; the need docoherent development
approach and integration of the results framewor&nitoring and evaluation; and

financing for development.

4. At the end of its session, the Commission adoptexirasterial statement,
which is appended to the present report as annard,17 resolutions, set out in
annex Il. They provide mandates to ECA and thecaftiUnion Commission (AUC)
to undertake work in key areas of relevance toc&fs development.

Work of the Commission since its forty-eighty gssion

Activities of subsidiary bodies

5. During the period under review, the secretariatpgred for and serviced
meetings of various subsidiary bodies of the Comiois including the meetings of
the intergovernmental committees of experts offithe subregional offices of ECA.
Details of these meetings are set out in chaptef the present report.



E/2016/38

E/ECA/CM/49/10

B.

1.

Other activities

Macroeconomic Policy Division

6. The subprogramme on macroeconomic policy aims tumpte policies,

strategies and programmes for sustainable growdhdawelopment in Africa. The
main strategic focus of the subprogramme is to lacae the transformation of
African countries from low-income to middle-incoratatus. An important element
of the strategy is to engage in applied researcletelop policy recommendations to
support member States in the design of appropri@eroeconomic policies and
programmes to achieve rapid, inclusive and enviemtally sustainable growth,
create employment opportunities and acceleratprbeess of poverty reduction and
overall economic development within a frameworlgobd governance and stability.

7. As part of the implementation of the ECA programme work, the
subprogramme influenced policy formulation and depment processes by
disseminating its policy research findings and eissed policy recommendations,
using its knowledge of such flagship ECA publicaticaas the Economic Report on
Africa series, Socioeconomic Impacts of Ebola omricaf and the Millennium
Development Goals reports.

8. During the period under review, ECA produced the2@dition of the
Economic Report on Africa, under the theme “Indaszing through trade”. The
2015 edition built on previous editions, which hathphasized the need for
developmental States and development plans to rfosteica’s structural
transformation, benefiting from the continent’s urat resources to promote
commodity-based industrialization and embracing adyic industrial policy
frameworks underpinned by innovative institutioeffective processes and flexible
mechanisms. The key messages and recommendatiothe a&port were widely
disseminated through various launch events in rtime 20 major cities within and
outside of Africa.

9. The ECA forecasting model was formulated and refidering the period
under review and aims to enhance policy developrapdtplanning among African
countries. Nine countries (of a target of 10), drain a baseline of zero in the
biennium 2012-2013, have begun using ECA knowlepigelucts to support the
design and implementation of sound macroeconomiticipe and national
development planning frameworks. The beneficiatyntoes included Guinea, Sierra
Leone and Liberia, for which ECA produced a redeaeport on the socioeconomic
impacts of the Ebola outbreak, with economic grofatkecasts for the three countries;
Angola and Rwanda, for which ECA provided macroeenit policy advice; and
Algeria, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria and SoAfhica, for which the ECA
forecasting model is being customized and adopEs@A organized a training
workshop involving representatives from researcstitutions of four of the six
countries in the latter group, as well as ECA sfaffim various divisions and
subregional offices. The workshop provided an opputy for participants to
acquaint themselves with the theoretical and teahm@ispects of the model’s design
and development in order to produce credible fatsdar both Africa as a region and
the specific countries of interest.

10. During the review period, ECA also contributed toddaunched the 2015
edition of the World Economic Situation and Progpea joint annual publication of
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, thdted Nations Conference on
Trade and Development and the five regional comioniss The World Tourism

Organization also contributed to the report. Thbligation provides an overview of
recent global economic performance and short-teosgects for the world economy,
and some key global economic policy and developnssoes.

11. Inthe area of renewal of planning, ECA undertooltritry case studies to distil
lessons learned in development planning in Afridareport entitled “Economic
development planning in Africa: 50 years of expec&' was edited and finalized
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in 2015, with translation and printing scheduled 2616. It is the result of a major
research exercise based on the planning experiefigése African countries from
all of the five subregions of the continent, in #idt to eight Asian countries. The
objective of the report is to inform policymakera the value of development
planning, while drawing attention to potential gitf in its practices and policy
directions. The document is already proving usefulOctober 2015, it served to
support the Directorate of Planning of Senegahi restructuring of the country’s
national planning system. The findings of this warmbined with a similar study
on lessons learned in the implementation of thdeMilium Development Goals,
provided an analytical basis to support membereStat their transition to and
implementation of the Sustainable Development Goale revitalization of the
network of development planners in 2015 createdatigom for peer learning and
experience sharing among African-based developpmatitioners.

12. To advance the objective of ECA to become the thark of reference in
Africa, the subprogramme represented the Commisdithre Think Tank Innovations
Summit, organized by the Lauder Institute of thevigrsity of Pennsylvania. At the
Summit, it discussed a book on think tanks andSthstainable Development Goals
that explores the key opportunities and challengg@sounding the Goals while
documenting the role think tanks are playing inagigg the public and policymakers
on them. The book highlights the specific strategiad programmes that 14 think
tanks, including ECA, have developed around thdduorhelp implement the Goals.
Invariably, the strategies and insights contaimettié book will be used by think tanks
and policy-oriented groups around the world as thelp implement the Goals.

13. ECA, in collaboration with the African Union Comrmisn, the African
Development Bank and the United Nations DeveloprReagramme, published the
Millennium Development Goals Report 2015, which nmtly assesses the
performance of African countries in relation to tfmals, but also highlights
successful policy interventions in Africa that shibguide implementation of the post-
2015 development agenda going forward. The repast officially launched on the
margins of the General Assembly in September 20%&s also widely disseminated
within and outside of Africa, including at the tenAfrican Economic Conference,
held in Kinshasa in 2015.

14. ECA has made substantial investments in suppotti@glesign, adoption and
roll-out of the Sustainable Development Goals,Alddis Ababa Action Agenda and
Agenda 2063 — the blueprint for continental develept. Through the secondment
of a staff member, ECA assisted the African Grotipegotiators in New York in
ensuring that Africa’s priorities were duly refledtin the Goals and the Action
Agenda. Indeed, the intergovernmental negotiatmmmshe post-2015 development
agenda and financing for development were inforrbgdthe Common African
Position on post-2015 development agenda (as edtlim the Millennium
Development Goals Report 2014), a document thatdeasloped with the assistance
of ECA. In addition, ECA provided technical supptrtthe African Union and the
New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPADJ) fbe design of Agenda 2063,
which was adopted by African Heads of State and eBuwent in early 2015.
Subsequently, ECA provided support to the Africaridd Commission and African
member States in refining the global indicators thoe Sustainable Development
Goals prior to the Statistical Commission meetingdangkok in November 2015.
ECA is currently working with the African Union tdevelop an integrated set of
indicators to track performance on the Goals andntig 2063. This will ensure a
coherent and integrated approach to the implementand follow-up of both
agendas.

1J. McGann, ed., Think Tanks and SDGs: Catalystafalysis, Innovation and Implementation (Univeysit
of Pennsylvania, 2016).
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15. As part of efforts to support African least deveddp countries, the

subprogramme organized a regional technical meétingigiers in May 2015, to

prepare those countries for the Comprehensive kighl Midterm Review of the

Istanbul Programme of Action for the Least Devetbggountries for the Decade
2011-2020, which is to be held in June 2016 in AmtaTurkey. Participants at the
Algiers meeting discussed how to improve perforneaindhe implementation of the
Programme of Action in the context of Africa.

16. ECA, through its research and advocacy work, atflménced policy in 10
countries (of a target of 10) concerning privatet@edevelopment and mobilization
of domestic and/or external resources for develapniEhe countries are Algeria,
Angola, Cameroon, Chad, Céte d’lvoire, the DemadcrR®epublic of the Congo,
Ghana, Djibouti, Sierra Leone and Swaziland. Tkatevement represents a 100 per
cent increase over the baseline of zero countriesng adopted new policies on
private sector development and resource mobilimgtio development.

17.  Furthermore, the subprogramme played a critica irofaising awareness and
facilitating consensus-building on Africa’s prigei for financing for development. It
provided technical support during the regional cttasions towards the Third
International Conference on Financing for Developtndeld in Addis Ababa in
2015. The support provided by ECA included the prafion of analytical papers,
which contributed to the enhancement of the netiotiastrategies of the Africa
Group during the Conference process and the refinenf the commitments that will
shape Africa’s policy direction for years to coniguring the Conference, ECA
partnered with the Government of Ethiopia and thesaltancy company McKinsey
and Co. to host a side event on increasing Afrifiatsal space. The meeting was
attended by over 130 participants, including regméstives of African Governments,
the private sector, researchers and civil socieg subprogramme also contributed
to a side event organized by the five regional eatin commissions on the theme of
“Regional perspectives on implementing an ambititramsformative and sustainable
development agenda”.

18. The subprogramme undertook a study entitled “Eningndomestic private
sector development in Africa: a focus on renewablergy”. The study explored how
Governments in Africa can effectively employ intemionist industrial policy to
grow private entrepreneurship and stimulate domestbduction, especially in
sectors such as construction and energy. As arfalfpto the Marrakech Consensus,
which informed Africa’s deliberations on financifigr development in preparation
for the Third International Conference on Financifgy Development and
consequently the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, thepsadramme also prepared a
study on strategies for the mobilization of resesrand investment for structural
transformation. Using case studies from Ethiopiarddco and Nigeria, the study
provided examples of strategic approaches andppastices in mobilizing resources
and investment for structural transformation. Inliidn, research into the use and
sustainability of impact investment is being undken. The 2014 Marrakech
Consensus also contributed to the 2015 report @fHigh-level Panel on lllicit
Financial Flows from Africa by informing efforts tiorge partnerships to reverse
illicit financial flows from the continent.

19. As a follow up to the production of the final repof the High-level Panel on
lllicit Financial Flows, in collaboration with théfrican Minerals Development
Centre, the subprogramme undertook further researthe impact of illicit financial
flows in Africa. The research will improve curramderstanding of the nature of illicit
financial outflows as well as the main sources, @nodtides recommendations on how
to address policy challenges related to such flevith, a specific focus on the mineral
sector.

20. The subprogramme, together with the Organizatiofmnomic Cooperation
and Development, produced the 2015 edition of theulsl Review of Development
Effectiveness, mandated by the NEPAD Heads of St Government
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Implementation Committee in 2003. The review fosuse 19 topics under four key
clusters: sustainable economic growth; investingéople; good governance; and
financing for development. The 2015 edition wascfly launched at the tenth

African Economic Conference, held in Kinshasa. dtswidely disseminated at the
launch event and other events organized by ECAla®rganization for Economic

Cooperation and Development within and outsidecéfri

21. The subprogramme facilitated the exchange of ideaspromoted research
through the tenth African Economic Conference, Whiteliberated on the theme
“Addressing poverty and inequality in the post-2@iEvelopment agenda” and was
jointly organized by the African Development Bankdathe United Nations
Development Programme. The Conference drew adb280 participants, including
Ministers of Economic Planning and Finance, higlelegovernment officials and
development practitioners in Africa, and conclugéth the issuing of the Kinshasa
outcome document, in which the severity of povettig, high cost of doing business
on the continent, governance issues, gender inégaald poor health infrastructure
and education quality were highlighted as someheffactors currently hindering
inclusive economic growth in Africa.

22. In the area of economic governance, ECA fully ntettarget of increasing

from 18 to 24 the number of African countries uslEB@A research and advocacy
work to improve good economic governance practigegies and standards. The six
additional countries are Cameroon, Chad, Ghanabobji, Sierra Leone and

Swaziland. Furthermore, ECA supported four addéiaountries (Cameroon, Chad,
Ghana and Djibouti) in adopting policies on ecormgwvernance, thereby meeting
its target for the 2014-2015 biennium of bringihg total number of countries to 22.

23. Moreover, ECA prepared the fourth edition of theiddn Governance Report
on the theme “Measuring corruption in Africa: tiieirnational dimension matters”.
The report provides a critique of current perceptiased corruption measurements —
highlighting the fact that such measurements daal@t into account the international
dimension of corruption — and calls upon Africamgies and partners to focus on
approaches to measuring corruption that are fastddand built on more objective
quantitative criteria, paying particular attenttorthe international dimension.

24.  Also on the issue of corruption, the subprogrammeentook two studies — on
“Corruption in public procurement study: the cat@a@rastructure” and “Corruption
in local governance and traditional institutions”that provide important policy
recommendations to African countries in their éfforreduce corruption.

Regional Integration and Trade Division

25.  Within the framework of its subprogramme on reglantegration and trade,
ECA aims to promote effective regional cooperatiod integration among member
States, including regional approaches to tacklmg d¢hallenges of trade, industry,
agriculture and land. Current discourse on thecsiral transformation of African
economies, and the recent launch of both the Tiipatfree Trade Area (between the
Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa,BEhst African Community and
the Southern African Development Community) and dbatinental free trade area
negotiations, provide a big-picture indicator of galient objective being achieved.

26. ECA has continued to contribute significantly irpparting member States to
adopt policies and regional initiatives to promatéra-African trade and better

leverage other trade developments, such as theetompartnership agreements. It
has also been intensively involved in major devalepts in the area of trade in Africa
through the provision of technical support. Onetipalar example is the support
provided to the three regional economic communitieslved in the negotiation of

the Tripartite Free Trade Area which was launcimeduine 2015, and led to the kick-
off of the continental free trade area negotiatidnscooperation with the African

Union Commission and the African Development Baankg through a consultative
process involving the regional economic communiéied the member States, ECA
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finalized the first edition of the African regionaitegration index. It also produced
the upcoming seventh edition of Assessing Regiomaégration in Africa,
highlighting the need to promote innovation in A&#&ifor successful structural
transformation. The ECA human rights impact assesswf the continental free trade
area, focusing on employment, food security andlrlivelihoods, is expected to
address vulnerabilities to be taken into accouttiénongoing negotiations relating to
the area. To that effect, ECA exceeded or meaitpets, with 29 countries and three
regional economic communities now developing or lementing policies or
programmes in the context of free-trade areas stioows unions.

27. Technical assistance was delivered in the formutaéind validation of the
national and regional action plans for boostingaimtfrican trade and the continental
free trade area (Gabon, Nigeria, Tunisia, the WniRepublic of Tanzania, East
African Community, Economic Community of Centralrishn States, Economic
Community of West African States, Southern Afriéevelopment Community and
Arab Maghreb Union) and also in the formulation aatidation of the Africa Growth
and Opportunity Act national response strategyiffpihh and Lesotho). To make trade
agreements more inclusive and equitable, membdesStaere made aware of the
evidence-based economic implications of not onlg thconomic partnership
agreements, but also mega-regional trade agreenibethnical support was also
provided to the African group of countries in pregion for the tenth WTO
Ministerial Conference. The number of common posgi adopted or implemented
by member States in the area of international teadieade negotiation increased from
10 in the biennium 2012-2013 to 16 in 2014-201%(cared with the biennium target
of 15).

28. Inaddition to informing member States on the stafifood security in Africa,
ECA developed an initiative aimed at promoting adeveloping regionally
coordinated agricultural strategic commodities wealahains, with a view to
strengthening the capacity of member States aridrraigeconomic communities to
develop effective policies and strategies for theelopment of regional agricultural
value chains. The initiative and related outputstaghly commended and supported
by the African Union and fit into the framework tfie Comprehensive Africa
Agriculture Development Programme to promote andelte value chains,
agribusiness and agro-industries. The initiativgagies the development of a number
of outputs, notably five regional assessment studferegional agricultural value
chains and agro-industrial cluster development; apacity framework for the
development and implementation of regional agrigalt value chains and agro-
industrial clustering; five cluster baseline assem® studies; and a draft policy
framework and guidelines for the development amartion of regional agricultural
value chains in Africa, to be presented beforeatsembly of Heads of State and
Government of the African Union for possible end@onsnt.

29. Concerning agricultural issues, ECA fully met @set to increase the number
of countries from five to six (with the addition tfe Democratic Republic of the
Congo) and the number of regional economic comnagifitom two to five (Common
Market for Eastern and Southern Africa, East AfmicGommunity, Economic
Community of Central African States, Economic Comithyuof West African States
and Southern African Development Community) thatehdesigned or implemented
policies or programmes aimed at achieving agriceltdevelopment and food
security.

30. ECA conducted a pan-Africa study to assess thdaeswis of the necessary
conditions for successful agriculture transformmatidhe findings of the study would
feed into the development of a policy frameworkyéoadopted at the highest political
level in Africa, aimed at promoting successful agtiural and rural transformation.
The study should be launched in 2016. Farming sysi@nalysis is a key approach
for the development of the agriculture sector imics, and is expected to produce
considerable economic gains for Africa’s agricldtand agribusiness sectors. In this
context, ECA has developed a comprehensive revieagcultural production and
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food systems in Africa in the context of emergirents. The contribution of ECA to
farming systems in Africa has helped to enrichiinfed debate on reforming Africa’s
agricultural productions and food systems in thst{ddalabo context and in the light
of Agenda 2063.

31. Cognizant of the role that private equity can piesya potential alternative
source of investment in support of developmentreffon Africa, ECA has, among
other initiatives, raised the prospects for priveqaity in economic growth in Africa.
In this context, ECA has developed a pan-Africalgtentitled “Private equity and its
potential role in economic growth in Africa: denifjghg the asset class for
policymakers”. The ninth African Development Forpmovided an opportunity for
ECA to propagate the findings of the study amomdedtolders, including member
States, the private sector and civil society orzations. The recommendations from
the Forum on this matter were part of the bodyrmfidedge that is encapsulated in a
book by ECA? which, apart from its wide dissemination, also fatb the Third
International Conference of Financing for DevelopmeAll of those efforts are
expected to generate a high level of policy infeeegoing forward. At this point, it
can be said that the study has helped to genesatieeness among member States on
the existence and viability of private equity ir tievelopment finance discourse on
Africa. It has also helped to demystify this asdass among policymakers, which,
indeed, was one of the intended objectives of tiheys

32. ECA has initiated ongoing policy dialogue surroumgdbilateral investment
agreements and investment policies, both at then@tand continental levels. In the
debate, emphasis has been on whether signed allateestments have significantly
influenced the levels of trade in African membeat&s.

33. Concerning energy, ECA has continued to providgstipto member States
and regional economic communities (including thetEdrican Community and the
Economic Community of West African States) in adugptlean energy technologies
and policies with a view to achieving inroads tetainable energy for all. ECA
undertook a continent-wide initiative to strengthka capacity of African countries
to promote the use of renewable energy to achiestaimable development and
poverty reduction. The project looked at the pagmtf bioenergies and of policies
in support of their development in the African @it with particular emphasis on
liquid biofuels owing to their far-reaching postieffects.

34. ECA, dubbed the “champion” of Africa’s structuraamsformation, is now
reviewing many of the existing industrial and traaéicies of its members, including
Guinea-Bissau and Swaziland, as well as thoseeofCbmmon Market for Eastern
and Southern Africa. For instance, ECA has devala@eomprehensive stand-alone
industrial and trade policy for Swaziland that fpelut the economic philosophy of
the Government in terms of industry and trade iretion measures and strategies to
drive the country’s sustainable development in suppf other programmes to meet
its targets for 2022.

35.  Furthermore, during this review period, ECA conédca review of industrial
policies and strategies in Africa, which providedbrmation on the development of
industrial capabilities across the continent tbtfie observed gaps in this area. The
review comprised quantitative and qualitative asiglyon current policies and
initiatives regarding industrial development andtlo@ status and trends of industrial
indicators. In that connection, ECA organized themsession of the Committee on
Regional Cooperation and Integration, on the thetBehancing productive
integration of Africa’s structural transformatiompart from presenting the salient
results and achievements of the subprogramme treebiennium 2014-2015, the
session aimed at enhancing the awareness of Afpickrymakers on the importance
of industrialization and productive integration dke bedrock of Africa’s

2 Abdalla Hamdok, ed.|nnovative Financing for the Economic Transformation of Africa (ECA, Addis
Ababa, 2015).
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transformation. The session saw the participatfiocfBamember States and 6 regional
economic communities. In parallel to the sessiopobicy dialogue on structural
transformation in the new global landscape wastlyiorganized by ECA, the
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Clagidn and the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development, with the igipgtion of the German
Agency for International Cooperation, with a viewitnplementing concrete actions
for knowledge-sharing in development policy for teetunderstanding of policy
challenges in the realm of production transfornratiad development. The event saw
the participation over 100 stakeholders from indional organizations, the private
sector, academia, African officials and non-govegntal organizations.

36. Concerning infrastructure, ECA has contributed e tlevelopment of the
Programme for Infrastructure Development in Africenitoring and evaluation
model for trans-Africa infrastructure projects tamhance regional projects
implementation. A road map for the accelerated émntation of the African Action
Plan for the Decade of Action for Road Safety wdspded by the African Union
Commission during the regional review meeting oadrsafety, held in July 2015.
ECA, in collaboration with the African Union Comrisn and the World Bank,
organized a side event on implementing and aclgetfie goals for that Decade, in
particular the challenges and opportunities foridsfr at the second African Road
Safety Conference, held in November 2015.

37. Ingeneral, full progress was made towards incnggtsie number of countries

and regional economic communities developing pedi@r programmes in the areas
of industrialization, infrastructure, energy or @stment, from 8 to 17 and 1 to 3,
respectively.

38. Concerning the implementation of the Declaration loand Issues and
Challenges in Africa, progress was made with redardhcreasing the number of
member States and regional economic communitieggrdeg or implementing

policies and programmes to address land governemziéenges. The 11 additional
States were Angola, Burundi, Céte d’lvoire, EthmpKenya, Malawi, Niger,

Somalia, South Sudan, Swaziland and Zambia, whiée dommunities were the
Common Market for Eastern and Southern AfricaFbenomic Community of West
African States and the Intergovernmental Authorityh Development. The
subprogramme contributed to that achievement bgngthening the capacity of
member States and the communities through the mggitation of joint programmes
aimed at mainstreaming land governance issuesrategtes and programmes,
undertaking research to generate evidence for tolausl policy options and

developing a monitoring framework to track progrieskand policy processes

39. ECA inaugurated a biennial conference on land poiit Africa, which
attracted over 350 participants and produced 8%rmsafECA also established a
dedicated website on its land policy initiative,igh serves as a useful source for
access to land-related information and as a lafmdrration database.

40. To enhance the capacity of land stakeholders and Governance and
administration institutions in Africa, ECA, in padrship with the United Nations
Human Settlements Programme, produced a backgrdoodment and capacity
development framework, and organized several tigiactivities with partners — such
as the Pan-African Parliament and the Regionalr@dat Mapping of Resources for
Development — for Economic Community of West Africgtates lawmakers and over
50 land stakeholders from 20 English- and Frendaking countries. In addition,
ECA developed training programmes on gender anssgi@ots participation in land
policy. Furthermore, it conducted a number of stadiovering a broad range of land
issues, including the role of parliamentarianaimd governance, women'’s land rights
and the development of guidelines for land govetmacurricula in universities and
higher-education institutions. ECA also manageskimure financial support from the
Government of Germany to support the establishroéat pan-African network of
excellence on land governance. ECA also condudaiedcacy activities in various
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international forums or high-level events on agtime within and outside Africa to
increase awareness of land governance. ECA isrtlymeviewing over 20 requests
for technical assistance from member States anthgyar and has continued to
support a series of country and regional pilot gxt§ on land governance and land
mainstreaming with partners such as civil societyaaizations, the Pan-African
Farmers Organization, the International Fund foridgtural Development, the
European Union and the Intergovernmental Authoadty Development. ECA, in
partnership with the Food and Agriculture Organaatof the United Nations, is
providing transversal support to 10 African couwsgri for the integrated
implementation of the Voluntary Guidelines on thesponsible Governance of
Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests in the ComteXational Food Security, and
the Framework and Guidelines on Land Policy in &drito improve land governance
in those countries for improved food security.

41. Following a report on the progress in implementimg Declaration on Land
Issues and Challenges in Africa, presented to timugural Conference of the
Specialized Technical Committee on Agriculture, &ubevelopment, Water and
Environment in October 2015, the African Union Geneihce of Ministers endorsed
a number of recommendations on land policy. Theluated the establishment of an
African land policy centre and a fund to facilitatsource mobilization for the centre;
the adoption of a monitoring and evaluation framew track progress on land
policy; the commitment to apply the Guiding Pridegon Large Scale Land Based
Investments in Africiin order to promote agricultural investments; antirget to
allocate 30 per cent of land to women and to setwieland rights through legislative
reforms and other mechanisms.

3. Special Initiatives Division

42.  This subprogramme continues to promote the adoptimhimplementation of
new initiatives in the areas of natural resourcagagement, climate change and new
technologies and innovations to support Africa’'sremmic and social transformation.
Consequently, over the course of the review peid@A consolidated its research,
policy development and analytical work related nadvations and technologies,
green transformation, minerals and extractives @dimdate change. Those activities
are aimed at establishing pro-poor policies anchdadecision-making and policy
processes as a conduit for sustainable developmkeatsubprogramme increased the
number of national, subregional and regional itiitess harnessing new technologies
and innovations for development, from 15 initiativie the biennium 2012-2013 to
28 in 2014-2015. The initiatives included technieald advisory services for the
formulation, review and implementation of natiomaid regional information and
communications technology-related policies andtegias, and support for the
development of e-government strategies and measmteframeworks for eight
countries (Cameroon, Ethiopia, Ghana, the Gamhiiné€a, Morocco, Mozambique
and Namibia). The main objective of the initiativiesto significantly improve the
performance of Governments in terms of developéargise delivery and governance
support.

43. During the reporting period, ECA organized sevemaformation and

communications technology-related events, includihg third African Internet
Governance Forum, in partnership with the Ministf{Communications Technology
of the Government of Nigeria, with implications ftre Global Multi-stakeholder
Meeting on the Internet Governance Forum, heldtanbul, Turkey.

44. In the run-up to the 10-year review of the impletaéon of the outcomes of
the World Summit on the Information Society, ECAnguissioned a number of
country studies to examine the implementation o$¢hOutcomes in Africa. Building

8 African Union, African Development Bank and EC@uiding Principles on Large Scale Land Based
Investmentsin Africa (Addis Ababa, 2014).
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on the findings of the country reports, a repors wampleted on the outcomes and
perspectives for Africa, including recommendatitarspolicymakers.

45. In the area of science, technology and innovatd®A fully met its target of
increasing the number of institutions and netwooksinnovators and inventors
supported by member States and regional econommnemities as a result of the
Commission’s research and advocacy work. This vadsesed by promoting the
development of biomedical engineering programmea&fiitan universities, which
was adopted by 11 universities by the end of 28bBut 220 students were enrolled
in such programmes using the generic curriculurd, Zhstudents had graduated by
the end of 2015. The component of the programmeyauth innovation and
entrepreneurship continues to gain momentum aedaste. In 2015, ECA held the
third biomedical engineering innovation and entegm@urship summer school,
designed to promote youth innovation and entrepnestigp. Those programmes
achieved significant successes in Uganda, wherey eyraduate from the generic
university curriculum found employment or estaldidhhis/her own private firm,
offering invaluable services to hospitals and pantrg with top suppliers in
developed countries. The research component of bibenedical engineering
programme focuses on the medical device marketilaggn and opportunities for
the emergence of a biomedical device industry. Gasdies on Kenya and Malawi
have started and two additional studies on EgygtNigeria have been launched.

46. ECA also launched an annual senior experts’ diaaguscience, technology
and the African transformation agenda, to provid®ram for the articulation of
science, technology and innovation policies and fdearning and
experience/knowledge-sharing among African polickens, experts and the private
sector. The dialogue enabled member States to geamputs into ECA science,
technology and innovation programmes and enabledl i6Glisseminate its outputs.
The 2015 dialogue was co-organized with and hdsyetthe Government of Kenya,
with a focus on the role of innovation hubs, clustend parks in the industrialization
process. The meeting was informed by ongoing EGaaech that formed one of the
outcomes of the first dialogue, held in NigeriaZ@l4 on the theme of science,
technology and innovation and the African transfation agenda.

47. In the area of the green economy, two countriesabeip formulate or
implement policy reforms to achieve a green tramsédion. Significant progress was
also made towards preparing knowledge productstiarece the capacity of member
States to formulate and implement policy reformsaias green economies. In that
context, case studies were completed in five camt(Burkina Faso, Ethiopia,
Gabon, Mozambique and Tunisia), of which three i@ftia, Mozambique and
Tunisia) have begun policy reforms relating to tireen economy. Three main
knowledge products were produced, the first of Whi report entitled “Inclusive
green economy and structural transformation incsete African countries”, was
based on case studies conducted in Burkina Fakmpiz#, Gabon, Mozambique and
Tunisia.

48. The above report explored the linkages betweerusigt green economy
policies and structural transformation with a vieavpromoting policy coherence
necessary for a seamless transition. The secondyeptitled “Integrated assessment
methodologies and tools for inclusive green econglicies in Africa”, is an
evidence-based methodology and tool to inform theetbbpment and implementation
— and evaluate the impact — of inclusive green espnpolicies. A third output,
entitled “Enabling measures for an inclusive greeanomy in Africa”, highlighted
measures for the transition to green growth. Initeadd policy briefs on the three
knowledge products were produced. ECA also prodaaeghort entitled “Enhancing
water resources management through inclusive greenomy: a survey of selected
projects in the Lake Victoria Basin”.

49. The fifth issue of the “Sustainable Development é&temn Africa” was
produced under the theme “achieving sustainableldpment in Africa through
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inclusive green growth”. In addition to providinghalistic assessment of progress
towards sustainable development in Africa, the repighlighted the significance of
promoting inclusive green growth in selected sextdis part of the report process,
country reports on inclusive green growth caseistudiere prepared for Ethiopia,
Ghana, Morocco and South Africa. The subprogramemesaiccessfully implemented
a project to strengthen the capacities of Africalicymakers to mainstream natural
disaster risk reduction into national and regia®lelopment policies and strategies
in Africa. As part of that project, two subregiomaports (on Southern and Western
Africa) and four country reports (on Burkina Fastalawi, Mozambique and Nigeria)
were produced.

50. The subprogramme played a role in supporting Afrieduntries in the

international discussions on the post-2015 deve@spinagenda. In that regard, it
produced regional and subregional reports on tlstaSable Development Goals. In
June 2015, the subprogramme also provided substasiipport in the organization
and servicing of the Africa Regional Forum on Simthle Development. The
outcome document of the Forum constituted Africgdlective input to the 2015

meeting of the High-level Political Forum on Sustdle Development.

51. ECA promoted the adoption and implementation of newatives aligned
with the Africa Mining Vision. Five countries (Gwea, Lesotho, Mozambique, Sierra
Leone and the United Republic of Tanzania) adoppedicies or regulatory
frameworks for the management of mineral resouiindg)e with the Vision.

52. Guinea established a number of policy prioritieggradd with the Africa
Mining Vision for its mineral sector. Subsequenttycollaboration with the United
Nations Development Programme and the national ®bawf Mines, ECA has been
engaged in developing a comprehensive nationabcatg social responsibility policy
that will reflect priorities set by the Governmenhhis request came directly from the
President’'s Office. Lesotho has launched a legiglateform of its mining sector
aligned with the Vision, while Sierra Leone embarka developing a minerals policy
framework based on the Vision. Furthermore, ECA ¢@m®missioned research on
gender and mining, including African small miningnd commensurate policy
matters. The outputs from that project included omgendium showcasing the
opportunities and challenges that women face, iasipal agents of artisanal mining,
and the financial mechanisms supporting the triamsito small-scale mining
operations.

53. ECAIs also undertaking an assessment of minerafimation policies across
all of the 15 member States of the Southern Afri€@velopment Community,
profiling the best practices and lessons in thdoregvith the ultimate goal of
advancing the Common Market for Eastern and SontAfrica mineral beneficiation
agenda. Beneficiaries’ knowledge and capacitiegining benefit from the mineral
sector have also been enhanced through regiomnialtives on extractives in Africa,
including: leveraging the Africa Mining Vision fauality of governance; a country
mining vision guidebook for the domestication o€ tNision and the design of
compliant country-level policy and regulatory franteks; analyses of the capacity
gaps of African geological survey organizationg] arstudy on illicit financial flows.
A study on African small mining was also undertgkiecluding fieldwork and data,
establishing a profile of such mining on the bas$ield evidence from 16 countries,
including Angola, Burkina Faso, the Central Africgapublic, Chad, Céte d’lvoire,
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, &haMali, Mozambique, the
Niger, Nigeria, Uganda, the United Republic of Tama, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

54. Through the African Climate Policy Centre, ECA doned to support
member States in addressing the challenges tmaatelichange poses to vulnerable
development sectors. Major achievements includeti@ease from 10 to 27 in the
number of countries that have factored climate ghanto development frameworks
and policies using ECA research and advisory wartotal of 58 technical support

11
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activities were carried out, including 33 activitienvolving training, workshops,
awareness-raising, consensus-building and polalpdues.

55. In 2015, the main achievements related to the teahand advisory support
provided to African countries before and during thated Nations Climate Change
Conference in Paris, including a notable contrioutat a meeting on the theme
“Understanding the evolving landscape of Africatie United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change negotiations: fromtdyto Paris”. The outcome of
the meeting was the launch of key findings thal dédepen the understanding of
different elements of the negotiations. ECA alseated a platform to promote
dialogue between policymakers, researchers antstigiety on climate change and
sustainable development in Africa. The event, lreloreparation for the Conference
and dubbed the “Africa climate talks”, was convepdtly with the University of
Dar es Salaam on the theme of “Democratizing glolate change governance and
building an African consensus towards the Unitedtioa Climate Change
Conference in Paris and beyond”.

56. The fifth annual Conference on Climate Change aadelbpment in Africa
was convened in Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe, on ttentk “Africa, climate change and
sustainable development: What is at stake at Radsbeyond?”. The conference
provided an opportunity to reflect on progress tasahe stated objectives of the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Gjearas reflected in its article
2, of stabilizing atmospheric greenhouse gas cdretons and enabling sustainable
development.

57. ECA also developed a methodological framework foredoping the intended
nationally determined contributions, including theational ambitions and
contributions of States parties to reducing emissid his methodological framework
was endorsed by the African Group of Negotiatord arade available to member
States, with assistance from ECA provided to Caowrd.iberia, Malawi and
Swaziland, in their preparations of the contribogio

58. ECA worked collaboratively with the African Uniono@mission and the

African Development Bank to host more than 100 &encluding a high-level event
of Africa Day, and a dinner dialogue focusing offedent perspectives on climate
change issues specific to Africa. The Africa Pavilat the United Nations Climate
Change Conference in Paris represented both dfestteal and physical space that
enabled Africa to speak with one voice and to emshat its priorities for climate

change and development were reasonably reflectdediRaris Agreement.

African Centre for Statistics

59. The work of ECA on statistics aims at increasing statistical capabilities of
African countries to collect, compile and use dyalcomparable and harmonized
statistics in support of national, regional an@inational development efforts.

60. During the period under review, 24 member Stateseived technical
assistance from ECA (with contributions from otheartners) to design and
implement the current version of the National ®mgt for the Development of
Statistics, surpassing the 2014-2015 biennium tafy21, from a baseline of 14. In
the process, comprehensive assessments of thenalattatistical systems were
undertaken in the following countries: the Comor8§ibouti, Egypt, Ethiopia,
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Madagascar, Nigeria, Soudticadand Zimbabwe. The
evaluations led to key outcomes and recommendatindsnew requests from some
countries for technical assistance to develop aadgpbuilding programme to
strengthen the legal and institutional framewonlkmlan capacity and advocacy for
resource mobilization for statistical production.

61. African Statistics Day, which takes place on 18 &lober, increased public
awareness of the important role that statisticyspla all aspects of social and
economic life in Africa. On 18 November 2015, E@®k part in the official launch

of the Network of the African Statistical Community
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62. Within the framework of the Global Strategy for Iraging Agricultural and
Rural Statistics, the capacity of countries to utade sampling agricultural surveys
was enhanced through hands-on training workshop€aho Verde, Cameroon,
Equatorial Guinea, Morocco, Mozambique, Rwanda Zadbia. Six long-term
scholarships for masters’ level studies in agrigalt statistics were awarded and a
syllabus for harmonized programme of specializatioragricultural statistics was
developed and shared with the statistical traiciegtres.

63. ECA continued to provide leadership in the impletagan of the Africa
Programme on Accelerated Improvement of Civil Regi®on and Vital Statistics.
The Programme is designed to support countriesotopeehensively assess their
systems and, if required, completely overhaul tegatems by revising existing laws,
changing organization structures, overhauling th&@ress process of registration and
flow of information and records, training staff, darusing information and
communications technology to register and comptld statistics and causes of death
statistics. One of the key aspects of the Programrtedevelop tools and guidelines
to support countries in building and strengthertingjr civil registration and vital
statistics systems, based on United Nations pilieeipnd recommendations. ECA
developed tools and guidance, aligned with thogecipdes and recommendations,
for the comprehensive assessment of: policy anal iegmework; the organization
and management of birth, death, marriage and divagistration; vital statistics; and
causes of death. In total, 22 countries have ajreadducted civil registration and
vital statistics system assessments or have eiteeeloped or have initiated the
process of conducting an assessment and develogiingnal plans of action based on
the assessments. The countries are Angola, BotswBunkina Faso, Burundi,
Djibouti, Egypt, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Lesothojbdria, Libya, Mali,
Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, South Africa, Swazda Tunisia, Uganda, the
United Republic of Tanzania and Zambia.

64. ECA developed a handbook on civil registration aital statistics digitization,
which will serve as a guiding tool for the develagarof such systems in African
countries and beyond. The handbook was launchemhgdtine eleventh African
Symposium on Statistical Development, held in Liile in November 2015.
Furthermore, in order to better record deaths hedauses of deaths in Africa, ECA,
WHO and the African Symposium on Statistical Depebent — led by the
organization Statistics South Africa — jointly deomed a technical strategy on
improving mortality statistics in Africa for the ped 2016-2020.

65. In collaboration with United Nations System Staffll€ége, ECA developed a
gender statistics online training toolkit, an imtetive e-learning tool for producers
and users of gender statistics. A guidebook ordéhelopment of a national gender
statistics programme was also produced to assishtdes in adopting a more
systemic and systematic approach to producing amtjwender statistics.

66. ECA led the process of coordinating African cowegrin the development of
global indicators relating to the Sustainable Depaient Goals. In collaboration with
the African Union Commission, African Developmenarl® and Statistics South
Africa, it organized a series of workshops for fiecan members of the global Inter-
Agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Developrgral Indicators to finalize
African input. Furthermore, the global targets andicators for the Goals were
mapped in relation to the aims, aspirations anétatdrs of Agenda 2063.

67. In the area of geo-information, ECA led the esHdlstient of the Regional
Committee of United Nations Global Geospatial Infation Management for Africa,
which created new partnerships with national ddficin all geospatial fields, as well
as non-governmental organizations, academia, mseastitutions and the private
sector. Through the work of the Regional Commitieember States agreed on a basic
set of concepts, practices, standards and guidelfoe the development and
management of geospatial information in Africa.altdition, ECA coordinated the
deployment of 10 new global navigation satellitsteyn reference stations in Burundi,
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Chad, Céte d'lvoire, the Democratic Republic of @@ngo, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau,
Kenya, Namibia, Zambia and Zimbabwe. The instatatf the stations is currently
being implemented with the assistance of Trimbie,. IECA also supported the
development of criteria for establishment of daillimg and analysis centres for the
African Geodetic Reference Frame at the nationdiragional levels. Implementation
of the Frame contributes to having harmonized gmulgc data and statistics in
Africa.

68. ECA produced a document on volunteer geographosimétion in Africa that
outlines the guiding principles that could be usedsensitize national mapping
agencies and find ways of incorporating such inftion into national mapping
programmes. The document was validated by an exgpetp meeting, which also
raised issues related to the application of sutdrimation and reviewed some best
practices and the current status on its mapping.

69. ECA improved the capacities of six pilot African urdries (Cameroon,
Ethiopia, the Gambia, Kenya, Tunisia and Zimbabwé)e use of mobile technology
in statistical process. That activity has increasagacity of national statistics offices
to work with training and research institutiong#velop methodologies and systems
for mobile data collection and has increased thpaciéy of those offices to develop
geo-enabled data collection systems running on ledeiices. As part of the project,
ECA published guidelines on the use of mobile devio data collection. A regional
conference on the use of mobile technology foistieal processes was held to share
the experience gained and lessons learned withitiwaers and academics.

70. ECA, in collaboration with African Development Baakd the African Union
Commission, published the 2015 edition of the AfricStatistical Yearbook, which
helps to minimize the use of inconsistent informatby those three organizations,
reduces the reporting burden on member States amdhlutes to making available
African data. The process of producing the yearboweklves external validation of
data, and the exercise for the 2016 edition of/#wrbook has been conducted.

71. ECA continues to work with African Development Batitke African Union
Commission and other partners to implement the @atalution in Africa. Following
the organization of a high-level conference ondii revolution, held on the margins
of the eighth Joint Annual Meetings in March 20Hhd subsequent follow-up
activities, a special expert group meeting was miggal for directors general of
national statistical offices on data revolution.eTmeeting provided a focused
discussion of the outcome of the conference anddleeof national statistics offices
in implementing the data revolution and its embeddinto the Strategy for the
Harmonization of Statistics in Africa.

72. ECA continued to lead the implementation of thet&@ysof National Accounts
in Africa, in order to address the challenges Afnicountries face in producing timely
and quality national accounts and economic stesistn this regard, ECA achieved
100 per cent progress in the target to increadd the number of countries for which
a comparable set of System of National Accounts d&tincluded in the African
statistical database, from a baseline of 38. TeclrEssistance to develop country
plans and follow-up actions to improve the complatof national accounts and to
implement the 2008 System of National Accounts prasided to six member States
(the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Gabon, Mauara, Namibia, Senegal and
the Sudan).

73.  Furthermore, two technical documents were develop&andbook on supply
and use tables and a guidebook on the use of astraitive data in national accounts.
ECA also produced a report on the needs of memtagesSto implement the 2008
System of National Accounts, matched against tipacities of partners to provide
technical assistance and training. This has cantibin better targeting of training,
technical assistance and other support by ECA #met partners.
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74. Lastly, ECA has continued to act as the secretfotahe continental steering
committee of the African project on the implemeiotatof the 2008 System of
National Accounts. At its fourth meeting, the sbegrcommittee reviewed the
progress report on the first phase of the projectthe biennium 2014-2015) and a
project document for the second phase (for 2018201

75. ECAfully metits target to increase from 50 totbd number of member States
with 30 or more Millennium Development Goals ind@a, having had at least three
data points since 1990.

Capacity Development Division

76. Under the framework of capacity development, ECAsaio strengthen the

capacity of the African Union Commission, the NEPRIanning and Coordinating

Agency, the secretariat of the African Peer Rewwssechanism and regional economic
communities to implement their development priestin line with the priorities and

vision articulated in Agenda 2063, and the intaomatlly agreed development goals,
such as Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development.

77. During the review period, ECA continued to advatimeideals of the African
Peer Review Mechanism and assisted countries idetelopment of national action
plans. For instance, ECA provided substantive stpfoo the preparation of the
extraordinary summit of Heads of State and Govemirparticipating in the African
Peer Review Mechanism. As a member of the techtéeah, ECA contributed to the
issue papers and the outcome of the Summit. EGApagicipated in three technical
meetings held in South Africa on 26 July 2015, an&kenya on 7 and 23 and 24
August 2015. The meetings were organized by themealtfocal point of Kenya for
the African Peer Review Mechanism, of the Minigify?lanning and Devolution, the
current chair of the committee of focal points fbe Mechanism, and the Kenya
secretariat for NEPAD and the Mechanism.

78. In August 2015, ECA provided technical assistancia¢ national focal point
of the Sudan for the African Peer Review Mechan@rd the national governing
council to finalize the country self-assessmentorepThe mission provided an
opportunity to assess the composition of the gamgroouncil and to review the draft
chapters of the report, which will be dispatchedctmtinental secretariat of the
Mechanism for the preparation of the external nevie

79. ECA also contributed to the external country reviengsion in Djibouti in
August 2015. ECA experts contributed to the drgftifi the country review report,
mainly on development planning, medium-term expemei framework and
management of natural resources. The report wéedtalh the January 2016 African
Union Summit, where the country was peer-reviewed.

80. A technical training workshop was organized in Sgheén April 2015 on
methodologies and questionnaires relating to thicéh Peer Review Mechanism, to
equip national stakeholders with a good understandf the self-assessment process
and their roles and responsibilities of the varistakeholders, the structure of the
questionnaire and the surveys for households aret tdrget groups, and the overall
process of preparing the national report and progra of action.

81. In December 2015, as part of the revitalizatiorthaf African Peer Review
Mechanism process, ECA, in joint collaboration witte Kenya secretariat for
NEPAD, organized a regional sensitization and adiziation workshop on the
Mechanism, for participating and non-participatougintries in Eastern Africa. Non-
participating countries were given information awhto accede to the process, and
the capacity of member State that were to underttadie first country review was
strengthened. A number of recommendations wereligiged to revitalize the
mechanism, such as a review of the selection iiter the Panel of Eminent Persons,
an improvement of the participation of Heads ot&tat the African Union/African
Peer Review Mechanism Summit, etc. Those recomntiendded into the issues that
will be discussed at the Special Summit.
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82.  An expert group meeting was held in Lagos on 15Eh&®ecember 2015 to

review and validate a study on mainstreaming theeg@mnce of natural resources in
the African Peer Review Mechanism process. The inggesittended by around 40
experts from participating countries and expertsegtractives industries, allowed

exchanges of experiences from Botswana, Chile arsiralia.

83. In response to the recommendations of the fifteeatision of RCM-Africa,
the RCM-Africa clusters have been aligned with Afiegcan Union strategic plan for
the period 2014-2017 and Agenda 2063; an all-imeduand results-oriented regional
development cooperation framework has been devéjomed a technical working
group (comprising the African Union, the United Nat, the NEPAD Planning and
Coordinating Agency, the regional economic commesitand the African
Development Bank) has been set up that will forteutacomprehensive long-term
United Nations support programme to the African dgniwithin the strategic
framework of Agenda 2063 and the successor to thgedr capacity-building
programme upon its expiration in 2016. In additidtrhas been agreed that future
sessions of RCM-Africa will continue to be held the margins of the Joint Annual
Meetings, and RCM-Africa will harmonize its 10-ye@pacity-building plan with
Agenda 2063.

84. With respect to the Subregional Coordination Medan the main
achievements in the biennium included a study enféasibility of a self-financing
mechanism for regional integration, conducted witigard to strengthening the
capacities of the Arab Maghreb Union; and a rediémad security programme in
East Africa covering six pilot countries and maieatming intelligent transport
systems in corridor infrastructure. Furthermoreptighout the year, RCM-Africa
continued with the joint implementation of demarrdsein business plans focusing on
key cluster activities that respond to the priestof the African Union Commission
and the regional economic communities. SubregiQuardination Mechanisms are
operational in all five subregions; more recently, mechanism was officially
established in North Africa (June 2014), with setle@matic clusters.

85. In 2015, ECA was instrumental in the endorsemerthefFramework for a
Renewed United Nations-African Union Partnership Afnica’s Integration and
Development Agenda 2017-2027, in a resolution ef2815 Conference of African
Ministers of Finance, Planning and Economic Develept. The Framework was also
endorsed in a decision of the June 2015 Summiiteoffrican Union. The Partnership
was prepared by RCM-Africa, with ECA coordinaticss the secretariat of the
mechanism.

86. ECA also influenced national policies on NEPAD. kustance, through an
ECA intervention, a technical team from NEPAD Nigevisited NEPAD Kenya to
understudy its operations and agree on modalitiesdoperation. ECA also assisted
in constructing the justifications, arguments aationale for enhancing NEPAD in
Nigeria in technical briefings to the President.

87. Furthermore, ECA reached the 15 member StateseofSthuthern African
Development Community and other regional econonummunities through its
research knowledge products. Industrialization tistopic of the 2015 edition of
the Economic Report on Africa and, as a resultptlagority of requests for technical
support focused on industrialization and develogmen

88. ECA also provided technical assistance in the fofma review to finalize the
Economic Community of West African States commusttategic framework for the
period 2016-2020.

89. Overall, ECA supported the accomplishment of 2(quts in the context of
implementation of the priorities of the African @ni NEPAD, regional economic
communities and member States (from a target of The projects aimed to
strengthen the capacity of those bodies to implémaonitor and evaluate the
priorities and programmes of its organs and insbins.
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Technical cooperation: United Nations regular popgramme of technical
cooperation and the United Nations Development Accamt

Regular programme of technical cooperation

90. The regular programme of technical cooperationsisduto support African
countries in their capacity development effortso3dn efforts are geared towards
achieving inclusive and sustainable economic amiakdevelopment in support of
accelerating Africa’s structural transformation lime with the priorities and vision
articulated in Agenda 2063, the NEPAD programme thedinternationally agreed
development goals, including those contained in2680 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and the outcomes of other major UnNkdions conferences and
international agreements concluded since 1992.yimergy with Development
Account projects, the regular programme of tecHmc@peration enables ECA to
make its expertise and body of knowledge availablmember States, the African
Union Commission, the NEPAD Planning and Coordorathgency, the regional
economic communities, and other intergovernmemngédumizations in support of the
formulation and implementation of policies and peogmes geared towards their
development. The programme is implemented undenm fthemes, namely,
macroeconomic policy, regional integration and é;adevelopment planning, and
natural resources contract negotiation, and cart&#to the results achieved through
the regular programme of work of ECA.

91. ECA continued its cooperation with the NEPAD Agermy the domestic
resource mobilization study in Africa and on imptetation of the Dakar Agenda for
Action by repackaging the 16 transboundary projectdorsed at the 2014 Dakar
Financing Summit for Africa’s Infrastructure in aew publication entitled
Infrastructure Projects for Regional Integratiomsigned to serve as a tool for
advocacy. The publication will be launched at highel regional and global events,
with the primary objective of securing the firmengst of high-net-worth investors
across the globe and promoting public-private masnips in the implementation of
the 16 projects.

92. As a follow-up to the technical study on enhancthg policy, legal and
regulatory environment for regional infrastructfirencing in Africa, ECA prepared
a study aiming to enhance private investment imstbaundary infrastructure through
the harmonization of policies, laws and regulaticglating to private investment in
regional infrastructure in Africa. ECA is also aemtly collecting data to develop a
special initiative to build the capacity of membS8tates, regional economic
communities and the African Union, by bringingsthkeholders to the same level of
understanding and knowledge with a view to achigwuime implementation of the
continental free-trade area by 2017.

93. Through its support for meetings involving intergavmental organizations
and regional bodies, ECA was able to convey itdy¢inal insights on various issues
related to Agenda 2063. These meetings included:

(@) Extraordinary session of the African Union Confeif Ministers of
Trade, held in May 2015 in Addis Ababa;

(b)  High-level policy dialogues on the data revolutiorsmart
industrialization, African challenges in mining apeltroleum contracts;

(c)  High-level policy dialogue on conflict and develogmhin Africa;
(d)  High-level training course in economic contract atéagion.

94. In addition, ECA influenced trade and industry pi@s in African countries
and the regional economic communities. The Head®att and Government of the
Southern African Development Community, at theitr@ardinary summit in Harare
in March 2015, approved the strategy and road nempindustrialization in the
Southern African Development Community and reaffidnthe importance of
industrial development in poverty alleviation ahé £conomic emancipation of the
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people of the region. The strategy and road maggldped with the support of ECA,

will facilitate accelerated industrialization thgiu effective and practical

interventions, while enabling the region to use digerse resources to achieve
economic and social development through the presestbeneficiation and value
addition.

95.  Another policy achievement for ECA was the develeptof the trade and

industrialization policy for Swaziland. In that pess, ECA supported the
development of an action plan and a policy impletaigon plan to present options to
the Swazi authorities on the way forward. The pofi@mework was formulated

through an inclusive process which involved keylmuand private stakeholders in
both the initial consultative process and the dmwalent of practical policy

interventions.

96. The curbing of illicit financial flows is anotherea where ECA was able to
exercise significant policy influence in the periodder review. The Commission
provided technical and functional support to thghHievel Panel on lllicit Financial
Flows from Africa, chaired by former South AfricRmnesident Thabo Mbeki, in the
production of its report on this practice, whiclslaasevere impact on the continent’s
development and governance agenda. lllicit findrftéavs drain foreign exchange
reserves, reduce the proceeds from tax colledtisepurage investment and worsen
poverty. Preliminary evidence shows that prompioacto curtail such flows from
Africa would provide a major source of funds fovdpment programmes on the
continent. It was against this background thatheir fourth joint annual meetings in
2011, the African Union Conference of Ministerskafonomy and Finance and the
ECA Conference of African Ministers of Finance, mfilng and Economic
Development adopted a resolution mandating thédkstanent of a high-level panel
on illicit financial flows. The Panel report reviswarious policy options and their
implications in the light of the impact of illicifinancial flows on Africa’s
macroeconomic landscape.

97. With the aim of enhancing understanding of the t®weental costs and
consequences of conflicts and promoting confliotvpntion, peace and State-
building initiatives, ECA conducted a study on tmaflict in the Sahel region. With
the same aim in mind, a study on the conflictsh@ Democratic Republic of the
Congo and their causes, impact and implicationsttier Great Lakes region was
launched in Accra, during the high-level confereaoeonflict and development held
on 2 and 3 October 2015. In addition, an expemigmeeting to validate the Horn of
Africa research programme on the root causes, itathuman and economic cost
of conflict was held in September 2015 in Nairoltie study looked at substantive
issues underlying the causes of conflict in therHidrAfrica and at ways of measuring
the cost of conflict in social, economic and hurterms.

98. ECA has received several requests to undertakengs®n the causes of

conflict and its consequences on development artfimgastoralist communities. In

response, ECA has made it a priority to examinauttaerlying issues and challenges
facing those communities with regard to preventingflict and fostering peace as
critical conditions for sustainable growth and depenent. To that end, ECA is

finalizing a study entitled “The new pastoralisine tpromise and peril of a globally

mobile networking Africa”.

99. In the context of development planning and pubdimmistration, ECA made
a significant contribution by supporting Guineaitsrecovery as it recovered from
the effects of the Ebola epidemic. A multidisciplip team composed of ECA
technical specialists from all divisions assistedr®a in designing and implementing
an institutional, organizational, and technical afy development programme for
the Guinean infrastructure projects coordinatingreny, which is responsible for
harmonizing the country’s post-Ebola economic recpvin addition, ECA provided
technical assistance to the Government of Bentoimducting feasibility studies on
major infrastructure projects in support of the miny's overall growth and poverty
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reduction strategy. The support provided to the gBoment is harmonized with the
regional and subregional initiatives under way e tarea of infrastructure

development, which constitute a major driving fdoedind economic transformation,
and in conformity with Agenda 2063 and the emphalsised on this issue in the post-
2015 common African position.

100. At the subregional level, ECA supported the develept of the subregion’s
forward-looking policy document, Vision 2050, whiphovides a broad outline for
efforts to harness the value of East Africa’s resesiin order to narrow gaps in social
well-being and productivity. It depicts a future feast Africa of individual prosperity
in cohesive societies, competitive economies, &nahg inter-regional interaction. It
is envisaged that, by 2050, per capita incomesgrillv tenfold, situating the region
in the upper-middle income category.

United Nations Development Account

101. The United Nations Development Account is a cagadevelopment
programme of the Secretariat aimed at enhancingctpacities of developing
countries in the priority areas of the OrganizadSodevelopment agenda. The
Development Account is funded from the Secretariategular budget and
implemented by 10 entities of the Secretariat @hpartment of Economic and Social
Affairs, the five regional commissions, the Unifddtions Conference on Trade and
Development, the United Nations Environment Progre@nthe United Nations
Human Settlements Programme and the United Na@dfise on Drugs and Crime).
Development Account projects at ECA serve to lihk hormative and analytical
work of the Commission to its operational activstend to build strong synergies with
other United Nations entities, drawing on the gitbe and comparative advantages
of each. The Development Account is a critical seuwf funding in support of the
ECA regular budget to help member States addresis tapacity development
priorities.

102. During the period under review, ECA initiated fawew projects covering the
area of accountability frameworks, support to menfbates in implementing the
post-2015 development agenda, data and statistick.evidence-based policy and
planning.

103. Intotal, the 13 Development Account projects cutlsebeing implemented by
ECA are benefitting over 40 member States, withpilngose of developing national
policies centred on the three dimensions of suabdéndevelopment.

104. Specifically, current operational projects undee thevelopment Account
have contributed to the gathering of knowledge iey kareas for Africa’s
transformation, such as the development of conipetiegional agricultural value
chains, the use of renewable energy, the effeatipdementation of the African Peer
Review Mechanism and the capacity for African Goweents to negotiate equitable,
transparent and sustainable contracts in extragithestries. Development Account
projects also contribute to the creation of knowgkedhrough policy research and
practice in the area of development planning aedpttoduction of continuous and
reliable data by enhancing the capacity of civilisration and vital statistics systems
in Africa.

Gender and women in development

105. Subprogramme 6 on gender and women in developmerg t promote
gender equality and women’s empowerment in the estndf international and
regional commitments. The subprogramme is impleatkehy the African Centre for
Gender in the Social Development Policy Division.

106. During the reporting period, ECA made significandgress in enhancing the
capacity of member States and regional economicnagmities to implement and

report on their gender equality and women’s empaoweeit obligations and to address
emerging issues that have an impact on womenl,IB2kountries — well above the
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target of 15 — submitted national review reportpoogress in the implementation of
the Beijing Platform for Action, as part of the g€ar review of the implementation
of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Actiofihe Africa regional summary
report prepared by ECA for the review revealedifigamt achievements in such areas
as enhancing the capabilities of women in the $®@ators, in particular primary
education and health, and strengthening the vaicdsagency of women, while more
work was needed to pull women out of poverty thiotige implementation of targeted
innovative economic empowerment programmes.

107. The Africa regional report on progress towards dlckievement of gender
equality and women’s empowerment, which was disiskiring the ninth African

Regional Conference on Women, on the 20-year reufelve implementation of the
Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, waspented at the fifty-ninth session
of the Commission on the Status of Women and dmutied to the Commission’s
outcome document, which placed gender equalityveomden’s empowerment at the
centre of the post-2015 development agenda and pttoposed sustainable
development goals.

108. ECA continued work on the African gender and depmlent index, an
instrument that enables countries to compile dathassess their own performance
in terms of achieving gender equality and womempewerment, both quantitatively
and qualitatively. During the reporting period, théex was rolled out to an additional
12 countries, namely, Gabon, Guinea, Liberia, Moop®&Namibia, the Niger, Nigeria,
Rwanda, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Swaziland andatimve. With the 25 countries
already covered — Benin, Botswana, Burkina Fasoyiili, Cabo Verde, Cameroon,
Céte d’lvoire, the Democratic Republic of the ConBgjibouti, Egypt, Ethiopia, the
Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, &hazique, Senegal, South
Africa, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, the United RepulfcTanzania and Zambia — this
brings to 37 the total number of countries covdrgthe index.

109. At the behest of the Chairperson of the African dtnCommission, ECA
developed the African scorecard for gender equatitywomen’s empowerment. The
scorecard is an efficient and easy-to-use tooigdesd to assess progress by member
States in promoting gender equality and women’'s @wapment in critical
development sectors, such as health, educatiomssdo and control over land,
finance, political participation, and others. Usinfprmation from the African gender
and development index, the scorecard provides pli§ieal version of the index and
is primarily intended for the offices of Heads ¢&t® and Government. The outcome
of the scorecard was published and disseminatdédeafune 2015 session of the
Assembly of Heads of State and Government of theac&d Union, held in
Johannesburg. It was also used by the Chairpersaselecting best performing
countries for awards and to call for prompt actioraccelerate the achievement of
gender equality and women’s empowerment on thearoemit

110. In the area of policy research, ECA has been wgrkim the 2015 edition of
the African Women’s Report under the theme “Gerather agricultural value chains:
transforming Africa’s agriculture through women’mgowerment”. The report is
based on research and case studies from Camernhiopig, Mali, Morocco, Uganda
and Zimbabwe. It documents the gender-based camstrthat prevent women
farmers from full participation and enjoyment oé thenefits of the agricultural value
chains, such as horticultural and modern food [swiog value chains, across the
continent. It emphasizes the need to address linthtigral and emerging gender
issues at all stages of the value chains, and meems robust measures to link
gender and women’s empowerment to agriculturalesghains, as these are key to
Africa’s structural transformation agenda.

111. A review of existing mining legislative framework&as undertaken from a
gender perspective in six countries (the Democmépublic of the Congo, Ghana,
Guinea, the United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia Zimbabwe), with a focus on
artisanal and small-scale mining. The review watuthed in a compendium of best
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practices on gender mainstreaming, which profilesl éxperiences of women and
showcased policy innovations in this area. Theengviesulted in the production of
two special issues on women in artisanal and ssaalle mining in the New African
Woman Magazine and a documentary film on womentisanal mining, analysing
the impacts of regional and national policies am shuation of women. The review
has led to five successful national workshops endabuntries where the studies were
undertaken and to plans for the implementationeyf tecommendations, calling for
affirmative action in procurement and the idenéfion of innovative forms of
financing. Information and data management centoesgathering statistics on
artisanal and small-scale mining operators haven lwmyeloped for four African
Governments.

112. As aresult of the ensuing policy dialogue on thésie, the Ministry of Gender
and Social Protection in Ghana has requested teamthsupport from the African
Centre for Gender in improving its draft genderigoland in carrying out the
women’s capacity-building programme in artisanald asmall-scale mining.
Following the review, a policy brief for the Uniteldepublic of Tanzania was
requested by the Permanent Secretary of GendeZ@mdnunity Development of that
country to be used as a policy information toolifsmew National Assembly, which
opened in November 2015.

113. At the regional meeting on gender equality in tkigaetive industries, held in
Nairobi in 2015, ECA and UN-Women forged new cotleddive relationships and
alliances with the African Union, with the aim gfearheading a new agenda for the
mainstreaming of gender in mining. In addition, E@rpared a toolkit on women in
informal cross-border trade in Africa, for use le tcompilation of gender statistics.
The aim of the toolkit is to help African Governnerto collect, analyse and
disseminate cross-border gender-disaggregatedaddtatatistics on informal cross-
border trade.

114. ECA developed a gender strategy to inform gendenstr@aming processes
in the Commission. The strategy has three mutualiyforcing components — the
gender policy; the gender equality marker; ancctpacity development programme.
For its part, the African Centre on Gender is dmlating with the ECA Strategic
Planning and Operational Quality Division to deyeland implement a gender
equality marker at ECA with the technical assistaoica consultant provided by UN-
Women. This initiative is in line with the Unitedalions System-wide Action Plan
on Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Womesystem-wide accountability
framework designed to promote a common understgnafigender equality and the
empowerment of women, and a common method for thaitoring of progress
towards this goal. The gender equality marker imdeéntegrated into existing
planning instruments and its results will feed batk strategic planning by guiding
planning and the allocation of resources. The gemmgicy and the capacity
development programme are currently being formdlaaed are expected to be
completed by the end of 2016.

115. At the request of the Ministry of Labour and Homigaks of Botswana, ECA
provided technical support to the Ministry’s Dirette of Gender and Women'’s
Empowerment for the integration of gender into ¢bentry’s economic and public
finance policy. Through this technical support, Maistry of Labour and Home
Affairs and the Ministry of Finance and DevelopmBfanning were able to identify
strategic opportunities for mainstreaming gendtr the country’s eleventh national
development plan. Technical support was also peavido the Gender Parity
Observatory of Senegal, to support the integratibgender into the Plan Sénégal
Emergent, the country’s main development framewbhle technical support resulted
in two policy products that aim to support the griion of gender issues into the
Plan.

116. The e-network is an electronic platform for acaass exchange of information
and good practices by national gender machinenéother national mechanisms for
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the advancement of gender equality and women’s ampoent. It features current

information on global, regional subregional andiov@l gender equality issues
relevant to the daily work of staff and partnersnafional gender machineries and
mechanisms. During the reporting period, an e-nkveession was held on the
preparations for the fifty-ninth session of the Quission on the Status of Women
and the 20-year review of the implementation ofBeging Declaration and Platform

for Action. The e-discussions on the preparatiangtie session of the Commission
on the Status of Women focused on how national gemdchineries could accelerate
the implementation of the Beijing Platform for Aati, while working as advocates
for gender equality and women’s empowerment wiavernments in Africa.

117. ECA is continuing its work to upgrade and expand &frican Women'’s
Rights Observatory, a technical platform that featibs the sharing of information and
networking on issues of women'’s rights in Africaurihg the reporting period, the
database of Observatory focal points in the natigeader machineries of 24 African
countries was updated. As part of the initial phafsthe project to ban female genital
mutilation, which was established as a partnerbleifpveen the African Centre for
Gender, the Inter-African Committee on TraditioRedctices Affecting the Health of
Women and Children and the international non-pafifanization No Peace without
Justice, the Centre developed a baseline studgeoletjal and normative framework
on female genital mutilation. The study revealeat fiemale genital mutilation was
practised in 21 African countries. In addition,a&tf sheet on normative and legal
frameworks banning the practice in 12 countries prasluced and uploaded to the
African Women'’s Rights Observatory website.

118. During the reporting period, the Centre recorded tbllowing strategic
successes: first, in relation to the gender andngiproject, there was a paradigm
shift in the countries where the project was urad@m, with the recognition that
mining policy and regulatory formulation must indu women’s needs and their
crucial contribution to national output in the \ars aspects of the artisanal and small-
scale mining value chain. This has led to two outtes at the national and regional
levels. First, at the national level, in those samoantries and for all government
construction projects, Governments have acceptechéled to stipulate a 35-40 per
cent procurement quota of locally sourced stonek @nippings for female stone
quarry miners. This will influence the follow-up vkothat ECA will undertake with
member States in the 2016-2017 biennium. At thenedjlevel, the African Minerals
Development Centre now recognizes that women iningirgroups need to be
included in all country mining vision processesatidition, in the light of the current
downturn in the mining industry, the project’s remnendations have led to national
Governments acknowledging the need to build theaciy of female artisanal and
small-scale miners and of the operators of suctesngenerally, and the multiplier
effects of employment in artisanal and small-sagitees on rural and national outputs.

119. Second, at the regional level, the African gendmrecard has led to more
accountability and a stronger focus on achievingdge equality and women’s
empowerment commitments by Heads of State and @Gmatt in Africa. Ministers
of gender and women'’s affairs are expected to be mocountable and every year to
demonstrate their achievements in all undertakiedgting to gender equality and
women’s empowerment, which will be showcased thinotig scorecard at the mid-
year sessions of the Assembly of Heads of StateGmeernment of the African
Union. The scorecard has also stimulated a regicadafor more action in response
to the data revolution embracing gender-disaggeshatatistics, which are being
collected and analysed by national statisticakeffion the continent, so as correctly
to demonstrate countries’ performance. In addittba,Addis Ababa Declaration on
Accelerating the Implementation of the Beijing Riat for Action: Towards a
Transformational Change for Women and Girls in édrihas been an important
outcome of the 20-year review process, providibgseline for the scorecard and also
tracking the implementation plans of the 2030 Agefat Sustainable Development
and Agenda 2063.
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120. The main challenges facing the subprogramme aeefibid: first, its limited
staff and financial resources in a context of grguvilemands from member States;
second, the late response or lack of responserfiember States to requests for data
and information; and, third, countries’ limited ea&jty to sustain the support provided
by the subprogramme, in particular as a consequafrstaff turnover at senior levels
in African ministries of gender and women'’s affairs

Subregional activities for development

121. Substantive responsibility for subregional actestfor development is vested
in the five subregional offices of ECA. The objeetiof the subregional offices is to
strengthen the capacity of member States, regienahomic communities and
intergovernmental organizations to formulate evaebased policies in support of
structural transformation for inclusive and susihie development in the five
subregions.

122. The following sections highlight results achieved the five subregional
offices.

Subregional Office for North Africa

123. Through its activities, the Subregional Office féorth Africa has helped to
build the capacity of member States in such argéisearole of industry in developing
the green economy, continental free trade agreesnéarmonization of customs
procedures and the exchange of computerized dodemieetween customs
administrations. The mechanism for the productidncountry profiles, a key
document in the Commission’s new strategic oriémat was improved during this
period and eight country profiles were prepared AE®ntinued its provision of
support to the secretariat and the institutioratework of the Arab Maghreb Union
and to the monitoring of the subregional coordamatnechanism.

124. The 2015 session of the North Africa DevelopmenuRowas held in Rabat,
from 27 to 30 October 2015, under the theme “N@iftica and continental free trade
agreements”, and facilitated the exchange of viend experiences among a wide
range of stakeholders on the challenges of tratgyiation in North Africa in the
context of free trade agreements. The Forum brotagjgther economic journalists
and operators from the North African private secamd aimed to boost their
understanding of continental free trade agreemanis,of the implications of trade
agreements in North Africa and the rest of the icent. It was organized in three
major components: a training workshop for the mediaegional workshop for the
private sector on the challenges involved in conmmaéintegration in the context of
the continental free trade area agreement; andtemational colloquium on African
integration and major regional trade agreementsye20s after the founding of the
WTO.

125. The countries of the Arab Maghreb Union initiatedrkvon a draft free trade
agreement in June 2010. This agreement calls feratthoption of a Maghreb
memorandum of understanding on the rules of origimch constitute a key
component of the agreement. A working group has lestablished to prepare the
memorandum. The Subregional Office for North Africvorking in close
collaboration with secretariat of the Arab Maghreghion, organized a training
workshop for the working group, to meet its tragnemd capacity-building needs, to
equip it for the preparation of the memorandum @ngkrovide it with the substantial
and technical instruments necessary for it tolfitfimission. The workshop was also
attended by national experts and members of th&imgrgroup involved in the
negotiations for the establishment of the Maghrele trade zone, who reported to
national ministries responsible for foreign tradastoms, industry and agriculture of
the Union’s five member countries.

126. The country profiles developed between March 2GibRebruary 2016 cover
Algeria, Egypt, Mauritania, Morocco (two profileshe Sudan and Tunisia (two
profiles). Issues relating to the green economyeveaplored in four country profiles,
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according to the specific circumstances of the tes in question: Algeria —
diversification and reduction of dependence on bgdrbons; Mauritania — green
economy and governance in the fishing sector; Mayee industrialization and new
trades; Tunisia — green jobs and regional developnaed the Sudan —sustainability
of public finance, given the significant repercossi of the secession of South Sudan.
For Egypt, the issue of subsidies was the primangern of public authorities in their
endeavours to rationalize public finance and btiesefficiency of the social system.
Accordingly, the Egypt country profile includes legftions on the subsidy system.
Lastly, the second Morocco country profile considive issue of social exclusion, a
genuine concern for the country in its attemptsrtsure more inclusive development.
The country profile of Libya is currently being éilized and will be published before
the end of 2016. In addition, an assessment cf¢baomic and social situation in the
subregion has been prepared in the form of a ragjmofile.

127. During the period under review, initiatives and gnammes to support the
Arab Maghreb Union and its member States were ssdesnd adapted to the new
social and economic context of the subregion asdlted in three main subregional
initiatives, which were formally launched in Deceanl2015, thus meeting the target
for the biennium. A regional platform to suppor tinion was adopted to strengthen
and improve the efficiency of integration partngoshin North Africa. A programme
of cooperation for the period 2014-2015 betweersthi@egional office and the Arab
Maghreb Union has been adopted. In addition, aragilan for North Africa,
designed to simplify and harmonize customs fornesliand inter-State transport and
transit and to reduce the direct and indirect co$tsommercial transactions, was
validated by experts from member States of the khlnldve Union’s capacities have
been reinforced in such domains as rules of origistoms harmonization and the
electronic exchange of customs documents betweenbereStates.

128. Regarding the strengthening of the Arab Maghrelobfsisecretariat and its
institutional framework, significant progress wasarded in three areas: support by
ECA for the mobilization of partners to strengthsubregional integration and
initiatives in North Africa; the organization ofraeeting of experts from the Union’s
Member States on the funding of integration; supfaerthe Union’s secretariat in the
framework of the initiative on boosting intra-Afaio trade and the continental free
trade area; and the organization of a workshoph®members of the Arab Maghreb
Union’s technical group on rules of origin. Actioteken to accelerate regional
integration included the promotion and developmeantegional value chains; the
facilitation of transport and trade in North Africand the harmonization of customs
procedures and electronic exchange of customs deraism

Subregional Office for West Africa

129. The Subregional Office for West Africa has focusedenhancing the capacity
of member States to produce and disseminate hightgand timely statistics in

support of national and subregional developmentities. In line with the target set

for the biennium, the Office has prepared eightntgu profiles, covering the

following countries: Cabo Verde, Céte d'lvoire, tambia, Ghana, Guinea, the
Niger, Nigeria and Senegal, using data providednieynber States. In addition, as
part of efforts to reinforce the capacity of natbstatistical systems of Economic
Community of West African States member countriescompile development

information for their economic and social profiléee Office provided substantial
support to Céte d’lvoire, Guinea, Guinea-Bissalg thiger and Senegal in the
formulation of their respective long-term develomtglans, with a timeframe of 25-
30 years and in the context of Agenda 2063.

130. To improve the process of economic and social fstieg, and to facilitate
the comparability of statistics within the subregigriority was given to national
statistical data systems in the finalization of twaintry profiles. The Subregional
Office for West Africa has intensified its efforts strengthen the capacity of the
national statistical systems of the countries bgilognto the Economic Community of
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West African States. In all, 12 regionally agreetiiatives (as against the biennium
target of 10) have been implemented by member §téite Economic Community of
West African States and the West African Econonmid &onetary Union, with
support from ECA. This has been achieved throughhtirmonization of forecasting
methodologies and datasets in member States, asopdie global strategy of
producing good-quality and on-time data. In compd@with the African Charter on
Statistics adopted by the African Union, whichsed as the reference for all member
States and regional economic communities, the ©ffas revised its statistical flow
mechanisms and succeeded in securing the commiwfeountries to produce and
compile good-quality statistics for a better analys situations and to ensure the
wide dissemination of statistics.

131. In 2015, the process launched by ECA to restrudtueesubregional offices
and to strengthen their mandates led to the stcatexpalibration of the core
programme activities of the Subregional Office Yest Africa, to ensure that the
Office was better positioned to foster developmamd provide more efficient and
relevant services, in addition to the technicalséasce given to member States and
regional economic communities. As a result, emphlaas shifted to the provision of
up-to-date regional data collection to inform coatital, regional and national policy
formulation, and also to the up scaling of advocafforts for the structural
transformation of African economies. As the assesdnof economic and social
performance is contingent on the availability oftopdate and accurate statistics,
attention is also being given to ensuring the cawmpéity of data relating to different
member States and communities.

132. In addition, the Subregional Office for West Afrib@s contributed to the
endeavour to strengthen the capacity of nationafissical systems to compile
development information for their economic and abprofiles, in particular on the
impacts of the Ebola outbreak in Africa, and to itamthe regional integration
process through the consolidated deployment andter@nce of the Ecobase project
and the Phoenix database in West Africa.

133. In line with these efforts, the Office has takegn#iicant steps to secure the
establishment of accurate and reliable mechanismstétistical data collection by
taking stock of the subregion’s stakeholders irfigfld and coordinating the adoption
of the West African Economic and Monetary Unionioegl statistics programme for
the period 2015-2020. In addition, the Office happmorted the designation and
institutionalization of statistical focal points @ach member State, stressing the need
for extensive and consistent engagement in regiometings on statistics. In this
way, the Office has been instrumental in securiregpér collaboration and
commitment from member States aimed at ensuringfteetive development of the
country profiles as an invaluable tool for policyiees. As an extension of these
efforts, the Office has contributed actively to theeparation and presentation of
Nigeria’s country profile, one of the first geneoat of country profiles, which was
tabled for discussion at a side event on 28 Mafdbat the Conference of Ministers
held in Addis Ababa.

134. Cooperation with statistics offices in West Africacluding those of the

regional economic communities (Mano River Union, stVAfrican Economic and

Monetary Union and Economic Community of West Adric States) and major
intergovernmental organizations, including the Qba®ire economique et

statistique d’Afrique subsaharienne (AFRISTAT),ttBpecialize in data collection

and analysis, has been revived through a rangeldfrhissions, workshops and other
measures to exchange experience. As a result,utegional database is being
enriched thanks to the strengthened data-flow meshes propelling the statistical

information downstream from member States to tha dantre at the Subregional
Office for West Africa.

135. During 2015, the Subregional Office for West Afrisapported a wide range
of activities in the region, which included advogand awareness-raising missions
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to the International Organization of la Francoplkotie International Association of
French-speaking Mayors and the Partnership insSitaifor Development in the 21st
Century (PARIS21). Other activities carried outdaywith the participation of the
Office included the examination of possible domadficooperation, such as civil
registration, vital statistics and fund-raisingsiagance with and participation in
workshops in support of country reforms (Cote ditepFebruary 2015; Benin, May
2015; and Cameroon, November 2015); attendante diftieth Annual Meetings of
the African Development Bank in Abidjan in May 2Q1Be sharing of successful
experiences as part of country visits, includingtovenia; and the development of
collaboration in areas of common interest with ttheted Nations Children’s Fund
and the African Development Bank. In addition, @lation to promoting gender
awareness, the Office participated actively in pagiscussions on the African
Economic Outlook, addressing the issue of gendealéy. It has also contributed to
efforts to strengthen the capacity of the regiosapport group for the Africa
Programme on Accelerated Improvement of Civil Regton and Vital Statistics for
francophone countries.

136. In addition, in response to a recommendation byAksembly of African
Heads of State and Government of the African Unainits session in July 2012,
technical assistance was provided by the Subreh®ffize for West Africa to Céte
d’lvoire for the development of a framework for thi@nned pan-African institute for
statistical training, to be established at the Xdfiouphouét-Boigny National
Polytechnic Institute in Yamoussoukro. Also at tiegional level, the Office has
provided continued technical assistance to the Gafobthe initiation of a capacity-
building pilot project, aimed at strengthening tts® of mobile technologies for the
collection of data, and boosting the operationfitiehcy for the timely provision of
statistics of better quality.

137. Prominent among the major challenges faced irsthtisegion in 2015 was the
expanded impact of the 2014 pandemic of Ebola vilisease, which had drastic
consequences for the economies of the worst affectentries — Guinea, Liberia and
Sierra Leone. In an endeavour to mitigate thiscadisituation, the Subregional Office
for West Africa coordinated preparation of the E€Ady on the social and economic
impacts of Ebola on Africa, which was publishedvio editions, in December 2014
and January 2015. Through the sharing and wideetisstion of relevant
information, this report helped significantly inisimg awareness of this epidemic
disease and drawing attention to the issue of peejpess management. Others
activities undertaken in this regard included raisthe awareness of partners and
mobilizing their financing assistance and involvemnia the recovery plan of the
Ebola-affected countries, through the disseminaifthe report and calls for external
debt cancellation, which yielded encouraging resuhe policy recommendations
aimed at reinforcing member States’ resiliencehi® d¢risis were presented to the
Assembly of African Heads of State and Governmédrthe African Union, at its
session in January 2015, and thereafter wideledigsated in the region and beyond.
In response to requests from individual countribe, Subregional Office for West
Africa formed part of advisory missions and supedréfforts to reduce to zero the
number of new cases of Ebola, and also assistestahdization and recovery plan in
its efforts to mitigate the social and economic actg of the disease.

138. The Subregional Office for West Africa also worlkaatively on the launch of
the joint African Development Bank-World Bank Groymwst-Ebola recovery
programme. As part of the joint programme, the €@ffiesponded to the request of
Mano River Union for technical assistance in theparation of its regional recovery
plan, which was presented at the high-level confezeon the Ebola epidemic
organized by the European Union in Brussels, indid&015. The conference took
stock of existing emergency measures put in placeontrol the epidemic, and
adapted those measures to the evolving situatiothenground with a view to
eradicating the disease. The conference also egsinltthe formulation of long-term
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strategies aimed at supporting affected countrigbeéir recovery efforts, including
the revamping of their health systems.

Subregional Office for Central Africa

139. The ECA Subregional Office for Central Africa mestfarget of enhancing the
capacity of member States to produce and disseeniatlity and timely statistics in

support of national and subregional developmetripies. ECA contributed to policy

recommendations and development process througirdkection and dissemination
of eight country profiles — thus meeting its tarfm@tthe biennium — for Cameroon,
Central African Republic, Chad, Congo (two profjldsquatorial Guinea, Gabon and
Sao Tome and Principe. These profiles were reviearsd used as inputs at two
meetings of the intergovernmental committee of espevhich formulated policy

recommendations, in particular on the need to acatl the pace of regional
integration and economic diversification within tegbregion. The country profiles
also contributed to the debate on the structueaisfiormation agenda for Central
Africa, responding, among other matters, to théfoalthe development of a timber
transformation strategy for the subregion, as aaftant by experts from member
States attending sessions of the intergovernmentamittee of experts. Work by
ECA has assisted member States in formulating maltiand subregional policy
recommendations based on accurate and up-to-d@tsul@plemented with thorough
analysis.

140. ECA also undertook capacity-building activities éoable member States,
regional economic communities, intergovernmentabanizations and other

subregional development stakeholders to formulatk llarmonize evidence-based
policies and plans in support of economic and $a@asformation in Central Africa.

It also focused on sectoral and emerging issuek, &l macroeconomic convergence,
road safety and climate change, with a view to lecating the implementation of

subregional initiatives.

141. The thirty-first session of the intergovernmentahnittee of experts for

Central Africa, held in March 2015 in Brazzavilfgpvided a platform for delegates
from member States, the Economic Community of Génétfrican States, the

Economic and Monetary Community of Central Africadatheir specialized

institutions to debate current and emerging devatat issues. The theme of this
session of the committee was the development ofdtestry industry as means of
supporting structural transformation of the Cen&fican economies. To this end,
participants advocated the development of a sthemgid subregional timber
transformation strategy designed to generate \adigition that would contribute to
job creation, in particular for women and younggeo ECA and experts from the
subregion agreed that a strengthened timber tramafon strategy would also
strengthen economic diversification and reduce dégecy on oil rents.

142. In its efforts to strengthen the capacities of@mmtral African Economic and

Monetary Community and the Economic Community ohi€a African States to

accelerate the implementation of subregional i, ECA supported four

initiatives (meeting its target for the bienniumpumted by the above regional
economic communities. The first such initiative whg adoption by Economic

Community of Central African States member coustrad a road map for the

upgrading of enterprises in Central Africa, to dadabem to shift to a green economy,
and the second was the decision by Heads of Siathe Central African Economic

and Monetary Community to lift the visa requireméontcitizens of the community.

This decision also responded to the call by ther&iibnal Office for Central Africa

for regional integration in general and the freevement of people in particular,
advocated through the publication and disseminatiba report on measures to
improve Central Africa’s business climate with a&de on the free movement of
people and the organization of a subregional ad éxuert meeting to raise
policymakers’ awareness of the benefits of regigmaigration.
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143. The third initiative was the decision by Heads tdt& of West and Central
Africa regarding support for countries affected Bgko Haram. ECA influence on

this process consisted in the contribution madébySubregional Office for Central
Africa to the Secretary-General’'s report on thevids of the United Nations

Regional Office for Central Africa, by drafting seamnual notes in 2015 on the
economic and social conditions in Central Africal am short-term prospects. The
Office’s contribution was acknowledged with gratituby the Head of the United
Nations Regional Office for Central Africa.

144. Lastly, through the Subregional Office for Centrdrica, ECA played a
critical role in influencing Central African expsrbn the fourth initiative, which
consisted in extending the Central African Economicl Monetary Community
macroeconomic convergence framework to the entcen&mic Community of
Central African States area. This was achievechdwah ad hoc expert group meeting
organized by the Office in Brazzaville on 2 and arbh 2015, and attended by 52
experts, who shared their views on the institutiofamework of multilateral
surveillance, the effectiveness of the penalty ammkntive mechanism and the
relevance of nominal convergence criteria. The ifigd of the technical study
prepared by ECA on progress and prospects for rmacrmmic convergence in the
Central African subregion were carefully discusard validated during the meeting.

145. At a training workshop held in Douala, in DecemB6d.5, ECA contributed
to building the capacity of high-level decision reek from regional economic
communities and member States to mainstream clirohémge into agricultural
policies. The workshop raised awareness of the démpd climate change on
agriculture in Central Africa and of the contrilmrtiof the agricultural sector to the
emission of greenhouse gases and culminated iadbption of two strategies: one
on adaptation to climate change in the agricultsegitor and the other on reducing
greenhouse gas emissions.

146. ECA further supported ad hoc expert group meetiogsharnessing the

potential of extractive industries for structurehrtsformation; improving Central

Africa’s business climate; and, exploring prospdatsnacroeconomic convergence
in the subregion. A significant output of this subgramme was the production of a
social and economic report on Central Africa far thnited Nations Regional Office

for Central Africa. The subprogramme also providadstantial support to the
steering committee for the rationalization of tlegional economic communities of
Central Africa, of which it was also a member.

147. To strengthen efforts to combat corruption andrtote partnership among
stakeholders in the subregion tackling this problen®ctober 2015, ECA organized
a workshop in Libreville, at which the network aftional anticorruption institutions
of Central Africa was launched. Several statutooguients of the network were
prepared by ECA and reviewed during the workshapel&ctronic platform was also
put in place by ECA, to disseminate the activibéshe network and to facilitate the
exchange of information and experience among itinegs.

148. With regard to the communities of practice andkhewledge networks, ECA
continued its efforts to disseminate informatiom &mowledge through the United
Nations knowledge-sharing platforms. Three thematitkspaces for communities
of practices were created for the purpose of emgagkperts from the subregion in
discussions on a range of issues, as outlined below

(@ Improving Central Africa’s business climate: som@ garticipants
exchanged views on the relevance and applicabdithe realities of Central Africa
of business climate indices, including the WorlchBa Doing Business indicators;
the Ibrahim Index of African Governance; the globampetitiveness index of the
World Economic Forum; and the Transparency Intéonat corruption perceptions
index;
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(b)  Strategies to improve collaboration between plblic and private
sectors in the promotion of investments and to pobathe effectiveness of
institutional arrangements and mechanisms to imgptbe business climate at the
national and subregional levels;

(c) Progress and prospects for macroeconomic cgawee in the Central
African subregion: a total of 51 experts exchangiivs on shortcomings in the
institutional framework for multilateral surveillae, the effectiveness of the penalty
and incentive mechanism and the relevance of ndromavergence criteria. They
shared ideas on the importance of the multilataraleillance mechanism Qfentral
African Economic and Monetary Communénd the possibility of extending it to the
Economic Community of Central African States

(d)  Mainstreaming the green economy into develogmpelicies in Central
Africa: this community of practice was created ha tecommendation put forward
by the intergovernmental committee of expertssathirtieth session, held from 5 to
7 March 2014 in N'Djamena. It helped to raise awass of the need for a transition
to the green economy in Central Africa, with disiass on such issues as how
African small island developing States can be stgploin their efforts to build
resilience to the adverse impacts of climate vdigand change, and how Central
African countries can develop their forest industrin order to speed up structural
transformation in the subregion.

149. ECA undertook an assessment study, which was exahadaring an experts’
meeting, held in November 2015 in Douala, with awito accelerating
implementation of the African road safety actioarplThe study finds that, midway
through the Decade of Action for Road Safety 20022 Central Africa is lagging
behind all the other African subregions in the iempéntation of the African road
safety action plan. Low commitment, the lack of ewship of the action plan, the
weak capacity of stakeholders and insufficientricial and human resources devoted
to road safety were identified by the experts as itajor impediments to the
implementation of the plan. They stressed the rieedccurate and comprehensive
statistics on road accidents and adopted recomrtiendacalling on the regional
economic communities, member States and developiparihers to accelerate
implementation of the African road safety actioaml

150. At the country level, ECA provided support to th@n@roon National Institute
of Statistics in the implementation of a pilot prcij on the collection of statistical data
through mobile technology. It also assisted effooi the African Minerals
Development Centre to promote its project on stiteagjing the capacity of African
Governments to negotiate transparent, equitable sunstainable contracts in
extractive industries for broad-based sustainabtevih and social and economic
development, which was launched at an event heldiljamena. In addition to its
participation in the activities of the United Nat@country team in Cameroon, the
Office strengthened its partnership with the Unadions country team in Equatorial
Guinea and provided assistance for the launchitigeofDelivering as one” approach
in the country.

151. Lastly, to enhance the understanding and owneishifgenda 2063 and of

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, EGivided technical support to

the Government of Cameroon by participating in aksbop on the Sustainable
Development Goals and the demographic dividend] helYaoundé on 8 and 9

December 2015 and jointly organized by the Goventntd Cameroon and the

country office of the United Nations Population Buiihe Office prepared and made
a presentation which identified linkages betweess¢htwo development agendas.
Participants at the workshop recommended, amongr atieasures, the large-scale
production and dissemination of documents on Hsga.

29



E/2016/38

E/ECA/CM/49/10

30

(d)

Subregional Office for Eastern Africa

152. The ECA Subregional Office for Eastern Africa pregzheight country profiles

(meeting its target for the biennium), for the Denatic Republic of the Congo,
Djibouti, Kenya, Madagascar, Rwanda, Uganda, Sa@naald the United Republic of
Tanzania, using high-quality and up-to-date siatistdata provided by member
States and with support from the ECA Macroecondpailicy Division, the Regional

Integration and Trade Division, the African Cenfog Statistics and the Social
Development Policy Division. In the course of thgieparation, the country profiles
were examined at a meeting of the intergovernmertaimittee of experts, held in
Madagascar in March 2015, which provided an oppistuo elicit feedback from

stakeholders and government ministries on thepeetsve country profiles.

153. As a follow-up to the December 2014 high-level eyeggaents of the ECA
Executive Secretary with the President of Rwandayl Kagame, and other senior
Rwandan government officials, and in the policdssions between Rwandan senior
officials and ECA senior management team held ior&ary 2015, the Government
of Rwanda and the Subregional Office for EasterricAforganized a high-level
workshop on accelerating economic growth in Rwaml&@ and 8 December 2015.
The two-day meeting was attended by ministersctbire general and directors from
the Rwandese Government, international expertseseptatives of the Institute of
Policy Analysis and Research and ECA experts. kpamation for the meeting,
considerable assistance was furnished to the Rwa@daernment in developing its
policy analysis and statistics in support of naglodevelopment initiatives, in
particular in respect of alternative developmeanfeworks, Economic Community
of Central African States market opportunities dhe development of the dairy
sector.

154. The nineteenth session of the intergovernmentalnuitiee of experts for
Eastern Africa, held in Antananarivo in March 20pesented an opportunity for
participants to explore the theme of the sessiblarfiessing the blue economy for
Eastern Africa’s development”, through presentajdrigh-level panels, and plenary
and group discussions. At the session, expertsoeghl means of achieving
sustainable growth by maximizing countries’ acdesand use of marine resources
through sustainable management of their ocean stamg. Repeated mention was
made of the importance of the “blue economy” conaep a tool for supporting
structural transformation and promoting sustaindelelopment, poverty eradication
and climate change mitigation in the subregionti€ipants observed that, by taking
advantage of the infrastructure networks, tradkalyes, resource interdependence
and strategic partnerships connecting coastal alahd States with landlocked
countries, the benefits of a robust blue economyldcde harnessed for the
development of the entire subregion. In suppothisf growing agenda, publications
produced by the Subregional Office for Easternd@srisuch as the policy handbook
on the blue economy and the background study amekaing the blue economy for
East Africa’s development, played an instrumerdbd m helping four member States
(the Comoros, Djibouti, Madagascar and Seycheliesg)roduce sustainable blue
economy policies and the Indian Ocean Commissiofintize its blue economy
action plan.

155. The Subregional Office for Eastern Africa also arigad ad hoc expert group
meetings that contributed to the structural tramsfdion agenda in the subregion;
assessed how new trading and investment relatiopayticular with China and India,
were contributing to the diversification of the aomies of East Africa; reviewed case
studies and strategies to improve social cohesiothhelped to expose the limitations
of international trade regimes and bilateral inrrestt treaties as development tools.

156. The Subregional Office for Eastern Africa also cimited to efforts to
strengthen the capacity of East African membereStand regional economic
communities to accelerate the implementation ofewibnal initiatives relating to
tourism, energy and the blue economy. Its work aarism entailed high-level
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engagement with key government officials and capdmiilding at the country level

on the key tenets of the sustainable tourism maptan launched by the

Intergovernmental Authority on Development in Debem2013. In that context,

ECA is supporting the systematic incorporationalfqy guidelines in relevant policy

instruments of the beneficiary countries. This ppladvice is based on sound
evidence and best practice approaches to the ingpltion of regional tourism

frameworks, and underpinned by an analysis of iegjsglobal frameworks, taking

into account the reasons for their success orr@ailikewise, the work being done on
national tourism development instruments, as ircttse of Ethiopia, entails a detailed
situational analysis based on both primary andregexy data to inform appropriate
strategy formulation. This work served to positlB@A as a partner of choice in the
tourism domain. The main beneficiaries of the @fficwork on tourism were

Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda and Uganda. Timalfdraft of the sustainable

tourism master plan for Ethiopia, the first of kind for that country, has been
concluded and its launch is planned for 2016.

157. Given that tourism is a relatively new area for E&#l, by extension, has only
recently been embraced in a comprehensive andnsigsteanner by member States
and regional economic communities in the regioardhs still a paucity of data on
this subject. As a result, work on tourism by tlhibi®gional Office for Eastern Africa
is based on primary sources — generated by theeOffior secondary data sources
from partners, such as the World Tourism Orgaromatthe World Bank and the
World Travel and Tourism Council. In order to erestine reliability of data from
other sources, data collected from those sources eamsistently cross-checked and
corroborated by the member States. To ensure lieatiata would have a strong
impact on stakeholders in the subregion, full atkg® was taken of cutting-edge
technology, with the use of visual effects bothviitten reports and presentations.

158. In the area of energy, the Subregional Office fastérn Africa contributed to
achieving the expected goals through the provisiosupport to member States in
three principal areas, namely: strengthening englagyning capacity at national and
regional levels, including through support for eyyeresources assessments and their
development planning; promoting the Sustainabler@néor All initiative in East
Africa, including through policy support, with aew to expanding energy access
across the region; and providing policy supportterdesign of regional and country-
level energy security policy to mitigate energyeiosrity. More specifically, the
Office continued to make its expertise availabl¢hi@ continuing formulation of the
energy security framework for the East African Commity and its Vision 2050. The
framework is both comprehensive in scope, enconmmagsomass, oil and gas and
electricity subsectors, and multidimensional.

159. The Subregional Office for Eastern Africa also stesl in the development of
a range of policy tools to support member Statelsragional economic communities,
including: an energy resources assessment and desielopment planning in

Djibouti; a framework for the sustainable deploymesf renewable energy

technologies in Rwanda; an energy security poliagnework for the East African

Community; a national solar energy strategy andoacgplan for Rwanda, to be

finalized by April 2016; an energy resources assess and development planning
advisory service for Djibouti; an assessment ofrtatural gas policy of the United
Republic of Tanzania; and the provision of recomdations and advisory services
to the East African Community member States ononati and regional energy
security policy.

160. Where strategic partnerships are concerned, irtiaddb those with energy
institutions in its member States, the Subregi@féice for Eastern Africa also built
partnerships with universities, such as the Unitief Rwanda, University College
London, Virginia State University, Michigan Statenildersity and the Georgia
Institute of Technology. Partnerships were alsocatdsthed with international
organizations, such as the International Renewabérgy Agency, the International
Energy Agency (on data), the International AtomiteEgy Agency (on use of the
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model of energy supply strategy alternatives aed tieneral environmental impacts
(MESSAGE) planning tool), with the United Nationgeacies in Rwanda and with
national organizations such as the Stockholm Enwent Institute and the Argonne
National Laboratory in the United States.

161. In line with the recommendations of the intergoveemtal committee of
experts of the Subregional Office for Eastern Adrigt its nineteenth session, the
Office conducted pioneer work on the blue econoftys included finalization of a
blue economy background study, a comprehensivertregitich seeks to inform
Eastern African policymakers, regional economic oumities and other
stakeholders — at regional, national and locallteveabout the role and contribution
of the blue economy to social and economic growith structural transformation in
East Africa. The Office worked in partnership wigh number of regional and
international organizations, including the Indiane@n Commission, the Common
Market for Eastern and Southern Africa, the EasticAh Community, the
Intergovernmental Authority on Development, the tddi Nations Environment
Programme and the United Nations Educational, Sficand Cultural Organization
to review and contribute to this background study @olicy handbook; to share
experiences among themselves and pursue networgpmprtunities; and to
mainstream blue economy principles in their respegirogrammes and strategies.
The background study also provides an overviewpgdootunities and the actions
required to create an enabling environment forlilue economy to thrive. Equally
significant was the accelerated exercise — knowa ‘dso0k sprint” — conducted in
December 2015 to produce a blue economy policy thawki The handbook seeks to
provide a step-by-step methodology for member Stategional economic
commissions and intergovernmental organizationsngnstream blue economy-
related principles into their respective plans pnojrammes. All these actions will
help to consolidate the leadership and influende@A in this domain.

Subregional Office for Southern Africa

162. During the period under review, the ECA SubregioD#fice for Southern
Africa continued to assist member States, regioeabnomic communities,
intergovernmental organizations and other subregidavelopment stakeholders to
strengthen their capacity to formulate and harn®mzidence-based policies and
programmes in support of economic and social toansition in the subregion. The
Office continued its work on the preparation andlating of country profiles, as a
recurrent ECA flagship publication aimed at promglieconomic and social data,
institutional and policy information, policy andkianalysis and recommendations to
serve a variety of clients, including member Stat@sl society, policymakers and
the private sector in Southern Africa and beyontusl eight country profiles
(meeting the target for the biennium) have beemamed, for Angola, Botswana,
Lesotho, Malawi, Namibia, Swaziland, Zambia and Eatowe.

163. Inaddition, the Office has held consultations vitthividual national statistical
offices and with regional economic communities, sgmthe Southern African
Development Community and the Common Market fot&asand Southern Africa,
to explain the country profile initiative. These nenltations culminated in a
subregional consultative meeting for statisticspiers and users, convened in 2015.
Through this broad consultative process, the $iziscapacity needs of national
statistics offices and related institutions wemnitfied, crystallized and prioritized; a
common platform for sharing best practices and eepees of networking and
coordination in statistics was established; disousson statistical harmonization in
the Southern African Development Community and Cammidarket for Eastern and
Southern Africa were stimulated; awareness wagdais the ECA country profile
initiative and the organization’s overall focusstrengthening the capacity of national
statistics offices to facilitate the productioncpédible statistics for policy purposes;
and the Office’s partnership with national statistffices and related institutions was
further strengthened.
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164. The Subregional Office for Southern Africa contiduts efforts to strengthen
the capacity of regional economic communities, memlstates and other
development stakeholders to accelerate the designimplementation of priority
subregional initiatives in Southern Africa. To daeven regionally agreed initiatives
(meeting the target for the biennium), from a biasebf three initiatives, have been
implemented by the regional economic communitiesl amember States with
assistance from ECA.

165. The Subregional Office for Southern Africa alsopded technical support to
the Southern African Development Community seciatarat its request, in
developing its industrialization road map and sggt and a revised regional
indicative strategic development plan for the pér&D15-2020. These two policy
frameworks were subsequently approved by the SoutAdrican Development
Community Council of Ministers of Industry and thafter endorsed and adopted by
the Southern African Development Community HeadStafte and Government at
their extraordinary summit meeting in April 2015.hél Southern African
Development Community has since expressed appi@tiéd the Office for its
support and requested further support in drawing amp action plan for the
implementation of the strategy and road map. THe®has also provided technical
assistance for the implementation of the Southdrit@n Development Community
mining programme, by supporting the identificatéord development of two projects:
one on a mineral sector skills assessment studithenother on mineral beneficiation
profiling, both of which have been under impleméntasince June 2015.

166. At the member State level, the Subregional Office Southern Africa has
continued to provide advisory services in such siasathe process of developing a
national minerals and mining policy for Lesotho,iethwas launched in late 2013.
The country’s aspirations in this regard are fpobcy to underpin sustainable social
and economic growth and to tackle poverty thahibne with the aspirations of the
Africa Mining Vision. Thanks to the support provitby the Office, a minerals and
mining policy that is compliant with the Africa Mimg Vision was finalized and
subsequently adopted by the Government of Lesathoofficially launched in June
2015. With further support from ECA and partnetse tGovernment has since
embarked on the process of aligning its legal agulilatory framework to underpin
the new policy.

167. In addition, ECA provided support to the Governmentlalawi in reviewing
and updating the country’s Mines and Minerals Act®8B1, by providing substantive
technical input for the 2015 mines and mineralsdild by actively participating in
the technical review workshop, convened in May 2Qh5addition to working to
ensure consistency and clarity in the bill's attition of the Government'’s intentions
and related mechanisms for the country’s socialemmhomic development, and its
intentions regarding regulatory and sectoral emdforent, the review also evaluated
the alignment of the bill with other national loealts and bills, and its harmonization
and alignment with regional and international peklc and legal frameworks,
including the Southern African Development Commynitining protocol and its
framework for harmonization of mining policies, afp with the Africa Mining
Vision. The workshop’s recommendations, which adsee such issues as sector-
specific governance, national ownership, commuuigyvelopment, artisanal and
small-scale mining, transparency and disclosuretraot negotiations, technical
capacity of the State, sectoral funding, creatibsavereign wealth funds and trust
funds, transfer pricing, double taxation, and dizdtion clauses, have been submitted
to the Ministry of Mines for consideration in reivig the bill prior to its finalization
and tabling in parliament for enactment.

168. ECA provided technical support to the Governmerwéaziland in preparing
its trade and industrial policy. With this assistana policy document was prepared,
reviewed at a validation workshop held in May 20aBd subsequently adopted by
the Government. The Government of Swaziland had serformal letter of
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appreciation to ECA in this regard, and has requk8irther support from ECA in
developing an implementation plan for the impleraéioh of the policy.

169. The Government of Zambia embarked on the procedswaloping a national
industrial policy with support from the United Nais Development Programme
country office in Zambia. ECA lent technical supor the process, on request from
the Government of Zambia, by providing substantinput to the draft policy
document, and actively participating in consultatand technical review meetings at
different stages since the launch of the proce&ejstember 2014. As of June 2015,
the draft policy document and its draft implemeiotatplan had been finalized and
circulated to line ministries for final comments ri@adiness for its submission to
Cabinet for approval.

170. In collaboration with the University of Cape Towhe Subregional Office for
Southern Africa organized a regional workshop aoaating for progress in regional
integration, focusing on the issue of evidence armbuntability, which was held on
24 November 2015 in Lusaka. The one-day workshopdirt together a wide range
of stakeholders, who looked at the different diniems of accountability in promoting
regional integration and the role of various nadlcsind regional stakeholders, from
regional economic communities to parliaments, catiety and the media. The
workshop also gave its attention to the issueb@fé¢lationship between national and
regional agendas; the role of evidence, data ardicators in promoting
accountability; the role of the media and civil isbg organizations in regional
agendas; and the importance of parliamentary ayletrgi promoting integration. The
workshop also explored how evidence-based reseangl promote accountability
in examining trends and patterns related to regdimt@gration outcomes.

171. The Subregional Office for Southern Africa held tfiest seminar in its
inaugural Southern African seminar series on 7&@ttober 2015, in Livingstone,
Zambia. The seminar was held in collaboration viith African Peace-building
Network of the Social Science Research Councithertheme: “Conflict, peace and
regional economic integration in Southern Africaridging the knowledge gaps and
addressing the policy challenges”. The seminar wedtended by scholars,
policymakers and government officials, and repregames from civil society,
regional institutions, United Nations agencies aggional economic commissions.
Participants came from across Southern and EagtBioa and also from other
regions, including the United States. Key speakech,iding the Deputy Minister for
International Relations and Cooperation of Namibiagderscored the importance of
promoting peace and stability in the region as @essary condition for achieving
regional economic integration in Southern Africagd &frica as a whole.

172. The seminar provided a platform for the presentatid original research
findings and the dissemination of research pap@esentations and discussion were
made in plenary session and discussions then ctedlon a wide range of topics,
including conflicts and regional integration in &fx; the scope, regional responses
and implications of crises and conflicts in Southa&frica; xenophobia, migration and
regional economic integration in Southern Africdjeteconomic costs and
consequences of conflicts in Southern Africa; mezsto improve governance for
economic development in Southern Africa; and thednfor regional cohesion and
people-driven regional integration in Southern édriThe seminar sought to promote
debate, discussion and policy options on the tbpgsaues of conflict, peace and
regional economic integration in Southern Africasupport of the efforts by regional
institutions and the member States in the subregi@msure a stable and prosperous
Southern Africa. A robust and intensive debate fglake on the theme of the seminar
and, on its conclusion, a communiqué was adoptiitg®ut recommendations and
proposing a way forward for the conference orgasizearticipants and key
stakeholders.

173. ECA organized and provided substantive servicegHerannual meeting of
the subregional coordination mechanism for Eastamd Southern Africa. The
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meeting was held in Gaborone, on 10 and 11 Dece@b®s, and hosted by the
Southern African Development Community secretariahich succeeded the
Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa agigw chair of the subregional
coordination mechanism. The meeting was attendedpngsentatives of the regional
economic communities, intergovernmental organizetio transport corridor

organizations and civil society organizations, €diNations regional directors and
representative of the United Nations country teaams] representatives of other
partner organizations. The meeting, which was halder the theme: “Towards
effective mainstreaming of the subregional coortiimamechanism business plan
into stakeholders’ planning processes and priatging”, provided a platform for

stakeholders to take stock of progress made to @atthe mechanism'’s flagship
projects. It also provided an opportunity to idgntspecific action points for

mainstreaming the mechanism’s business plan iraebblders’ planning and

priority-setting processes.

174. Atthe meeting, in its keynote address as chaih@imechanism, the Southern
African Development Community underscored the ingnace of continued support
from United Nations agencies for the existing pties of regional institutions. It was
also stressed at the meeting that it was the redmbity of the regional economic
communities and intergovernmental organizationsetothe priorities at subregional
level, as mandated by the member States whichsthiexed. Emphasis was placed on
the key role played by the United Nations systeraupporting development policy
and programme initiatives formulated and impleméntsy regional economic
communities and intergovernmental organizationsrtidi@ants reiterated that
subregional coordination mechanism stakeholderdate® work together to update
the business plan for Eastern and Southern Afticansure that it reflected the most
recent strategies and priorities of the regionabnemic communities and
intergovernmental organizations, including the sedi Southern African
Development Community regional indicative stratedevelopment plan for the
period 2015-2020 and the tripartite free trade .area

175. As the knowledge delivery arm of ECA in the suboegithe Subregional
Office for Southern Africa launched the ECA publioa: Economic Report on Africa
2015: Industrializing through Trade, in Lusaka @nJuly 2015. This flagship report
was officially launched by Margaret Mwanakatwe, Mtar of Commerce, Trade and
Industry of Zambia. The launch was attended byigpants from the Government of
Zambia, the Common Market for Eastern and Southéiaa, the private sector, civil
society organizations, universities and researstitinions. It provided a platform for
the dissemination of the report and for in-depthcyadebate on industrialization at
the regional, subregional and national levels.

African Institute for Economic Development and Fanning

176. The main objective of the subprogramme managetidifrican Institute for
Economic Development and Planning, is to improvblipisector management and
development planning in support of economic andasdcansformation in Africa
through training and other capacity developmenglated activities. The Institute’s
activities are organized around a portfolio of @yadevelopment and training
programmes, as well as policy research and higél-alogue initiatives, which are
designed to support member States in their efftotschieve the core goal of
structurally transforming their economies and siese It also offers on-demand
advisory services to Governments and public instihs, and serves as a forum for
alternative thinking on African development.

177. At the end of the reporting period, the Institutedhsurpassed its target of
increasing the number of countries adopting newagghes in policy formulation
and analysis and appropriate measures from a bas#li5 to 25 (biennium target —
18). Similarly, it fully met its target to increatfee number of national or subregional
public sector departments and institutions applyiagpropriate new policy
approaches in planning and analysis as a restliedfstitute’s work, from a baseline
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of 11 countries to 30. The Institute also made fotigress in increasing the number
of countries and subnational regions adopting pdiand measures or implementing
activities in the area of development planning inel with the Institute’s
recommendations, from a baseline of 11 countrie34tdtarget — 30 countries). In
summary, a total of 1,118 public officials, 33 pent of whom were female (363),
benefited from the Institute’s capacity developmaérventions in the areas of
economic management and development planning. Bjadlyi, participants
underwent training in areas that included the fdation, analysis, implementation,
monitoring and evaluation of and negotiation oruenher of macroeconomic issues
and sectoral policies, including economic accougé&nder, economic policies for
employment, public debt management, regional iatiegn, trade policy, industrial
policy, agricultural policy, minerals policy, engrgolicies, development planning,
data analysis and microeconomic modelling for dgwelent planners, social policy,
migration policy, youth and employment, land politsansport and infrastructure,
science and technology, governance and developmentier and the environment,
minerals governance and natural resource management

178. In order to meet the evolving needs of its memkateS, the Institute has
continued to expand its short course offerings tvercourse of the biennium, notably
by proposing a range of new courses on issueathatritical for the achievement of
member States’ structural transformation and susbdé development agendas. As
can be noted in the list of areas covered in tliv@dmentioned training courses, in
addition to its regular courses, the Instituteaeted training in new areas through its
courses on development infrastructure, migratioria deor development, and
environment, climate and natural resources managemge Institute also finalized
a course on domestic resource mobilization andstmvent to be launched in 2016.
Following capacity needs assessments and advisiesians conducted in 2015, the
specific needs of a number of member States fomafp enhancement were
addressed through the delivery of tailor-made amurim areas such as gender-
responsive economic policy management and the plgnnudgeting, monitoring and
evaluation of development programmes and infragiracprojects. For instance, in
partnership with the Centre for Gender Studieshef Wniversity of Rwanda, the
Institute led the development of a tailor-made sewn gender-responsive economic
policy management for Rwandan officials. The tnagnivas delivered in Kigali in
August 2015. A training-of-trainers component wdsled to support the country’s
strategy to accelerate the development of capatityender-responsive budgeting
required to operationalize gender policies.

179. To enrich its course delivery and contribute to dlceeptance of innovative
policy practices in strong support of Agenda 2(68, Institute organized high-level
policy dialogues, including a key dialogue on therhe “The process, substance and
key goals of Agenda 2063". Twelve other high-lesi@llogues and five expert group
meetings were organized in addition to the Ingltutnonthly development seminar
series, which continues to be a much-appreciatatbglie platform and a key
institutional tool for fostering multi-stakeholdengagement on Africa’s development
trajectory. These dialogues and seminars, whidioted gathered about 900 public
officials, policymakers, experts and academicsywal as representatives from the
private sector and civil society from across thatcmnt and beyond its frontiers,
addressed primarily topics that lie at the heartAfica’s sustainable structural
transformation agenda, such as the developmengdg,Sindustrialization, intra-
African trade, private sector development, landigyoland governance, natural
resources management, minerals fiscal policy, matiwnal economic negotiations,
corporate governance and migration for developniém.events served to influence
policy in domains ranging from minerals, industrggional integration and trade,
agriculture, public debt, public finance, resouneebilization and investment. They
also served to deepen reflections by senior andutixe level officials from African
Governments, experts and academics, and to brdhdeénstitute’s engagement with
various other stakeholders to feed into policy eawi design and implementation
processes. The level of engagement of high-levaials at the events is suggestive
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of their high-level involvement in policy matterachhence prime evidence of the
events’ influence on policy.

180. Additionally, in its quest to work with regional @@omic communities, in
collaboration with the Common Market for Easterd &outhern Africa, the Institute
delivered courses on trade policy analysis usingeft’® and Stata tools for officials
from the economic bloc. The course was aimed atitig policy officials on the
practical aspects of trade policy analysis usimgséhanalytical/statistical tools to
explore policy options and to demonstrate how diffié policy instruments are
prescribed to inform trade policy development irriéd. Technical staff from the
Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa dade and coordinating
ministries from the economic bloc involved in tradere equipped with skill sets to
implement evidence-based policies to address tradeerns and to derive maximum
development benefits. A total of 29 people werén&d. In support of the push
towards a unified market (continental free tradeaaiin Africa, the Institute, also
delivered a course on deeper regional integration,collaboration with the
Macroeconomic and Financial Management Institutéckvwas designed to build on
these achievements and to tackle more complexmabjiategration processes, which
is essential for addressing the economic challepgesd by the high production and
transaction costs, infrastructure deficit, defitiemvestment climate and low per
capita incomes. A total of 24 people from Eastard &outhern African countries
were trained.

181. The Institute also completed the groundwork forégamped master’'s degree
programmes. The MPhil programme in industrial polf collaboration with the
University of Johannesburg) was launched in Felgr@@d 6 with a first cohort of up
to 20 public officials (10 fully sponsored by thestitute) from the five subregions of
the continent. Furthermore, having delivered itstfever course in Arabic with the
Institute of National Planning of Egypt in Deceméx14, the two Institutes further
consolidated their partnership by undertaking tbeoad session of the Arabic-
language version of the course and are in the §tajes of preparations for a joint
master’s degree programme in economic managemdrderelopment planning.

182. Significant strides were made towards launchingetihearning programme of

the African Institute for Economic Development @ldnning, with preparations at a
well advanced stage. The first set of online cautsebe offered to officials from

African member States is scheduled for 2016. Adrikgtute is currently developing

its strategic plan for the next five years, it basfor itself a primary goal of becoming
a premier African virtual training Institute by 2D2which will be a great benefit for

member States in terms of coverage, costs and tywtes for continuing capacity

development for their civil servants and, in tutmeir institutions. A more gender-
balanced participation via e-learning is anticipate

183. In a bid to continue to expand its offerings to tmaember States’ diversifying
needs and ensure local presence, visibility, a pbgotential trainees and impact
across different parts of the African contineng thstitute has continued to enhance
its established network of strategic partnershiips consolidating its collaborative
work with African Union Commission, NEPAD, Unitedahlons agencies and
regional development banks, as its contributionatas fulfilling the ambition of
ECA to enhance its policy influence at a continkleeel and become a think tank of
reference on African planning and development pabsues. At the same time, the
Institute is increasingly focusing on developingrtparships with universities,
research centres, think tanks and civil societyanizations across the continent.
During the period under review, the Institute cditsted and enlarged its
collaboration with the Arab Bank for Economic Deninent in Africa, the Common
Market for Eastern and Southern Africa, Egypt'stitnge of National Planning and
the University of Johannesburg — both for shortrsesiand master's programmes —in
addition to developing new partnerships with thent@efor Gender Studies of the
University of Rwanda, the Department of Economid &ocial Affairs of the United
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Nations, and the Poverty-Environment Initiativettod United Nations Development
Programme and the United Nations Environment Progre.

184. The fifty-fourth session of the Institute's GovergiCouncil was held on 5
February 2016 in Addis Ababa. At the session, thar@il welcomed and approved
management’s programme work plan and budget proposthe biennium 2016-
2017, alongside a number of key human resourcecitgpzhanges in line with the
strategic direction of the Institute. Members & thouncil were also appraised of the
challenges the Institute is facing with paymenboth annual assessed contributions
and arrears by member States, the latter curretghding at $16 million. An appeal
to member States to consistently pay annual agbesséributions and clear up their
arrears is scheduled to be made at the upcoming&f¥erence of African Ministers
of Finance, Planning and Economic Development. ouece mobilization strategy
will also be set in order to increase the level amedictability of the financial
resources needed to implement its work programro#owing recommendations
made by members at the fifth-third session of tbegbning Council, and others made
at the fifty-fourth session, revisions were madéhi statutes of the Institute and are
scheduled to be presented to the 2016 Conferenddirufters and then to the
Economic and Social Council for review and ratifica.

185. The Ebola crisis, which affected parts of West édriwas a challenge that the
Institute had to contend with in the implementatiéits programme for the biennium.
Course participation was affected quite signifibamtom mid-2014 to early 2015.
The demand for tailor-made courses, especiallgdontries in West Africa, was also
affected, on account of funding challenges at évellof member States faced with
the crisis. Extrabudgetary resource mobilizatiors w&bso a challenge, especially in
2015, as the Institute underwent a leadershipitranghat has since been completed.

Social Development Policy Division

186. The core objective of the ECA Social Developmentdyasubprogramme is
to promote inclusive and equitable human and sdeatlopment for transformation
in Africa, more specifically in the areas of empiwmsnt and social protection, young
people and population, urbanization and women’s@mepment.

187. The target of increasing the number of member Statainstreaming
employment, social protection, population and ydesiues into national policies or
strategies was fully met. ECA knowledge was magstied into policies and
strategies in 13 countries (compared to the bienrarget of 12): Burkina Faso,
Cameroon, Ghana, Kenya, Malawi, Morocco, Mozambhid\igeria, Senegal, Sierra
Leone, South Africa, Rwanda and Zambia. For inganice findings of the joint
studies undertaken in nine countries (Burkina F&wd, Egypt, Ethiopia, Ghana,
Malawi, Rwanda, Swaziland and Uganda) by ECA, th@l#&/Food Programme and
African Union Commission on the cost of hunger ifrida estimated the cost of
inaction on malnutrition and demonstrated thatdchilalnutrition is not only a social
issue but a quantifiable economic challenge thatltein significant loss of resources,
owing to child undernutrition both in the presentian the past. The studies were able
to generate a platform at the country level folding awareness and political and
technical discussions on the urgent need to set aggressive goals for the reduction
of hunger, child malnutrition and stunting. Theypeal to create a political mandate
for addressing the problem of child undernutritiand resulted in two separate
declarations adopted by the African Union Assembfy Heads of State and
Government at its twenty-third ordinary sessioridhie Malabo in July 2014: the
Declaration on Nutrition Security for Inclusive Eemmic Growth and Sustainable
Development in Africa; and the Malabo Declaratiam Accelerated Agricultural
Growth and Transformation for Shared Prosperity damgroved Livelihoods.
Countries such as Burkina Faso, Ghana, Malawi amaingla have acknowledged the
negative effects of child stunting and supportee #mdorsement of the Malabo
Declaration, which included a call for an overallipy shift on child malnutrition.
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188. The endeavour to understand and address inequalitfrica forms the very
core of ECA social development analytical worktakling inequality in all its forms
is a social imperative and essential for sustagaht equitable growth in Africa. To
that end, an analytical study for the African SbElavelopment Report focused on
linkages between informal employment and inequaliyedicated on two key
development challenges facing Africa today: thé& lafcsufficient and decent jobs, in
particular for women and young people; and the tégkels of social and economic
inequality within countries and population groupke report on the findings, which
were based on studies conducted in Namibia andJttid Republic of Tanzania,
shows that inequality of opportunities in educatievith unequal access across
gender, income and location, is largely carriedmthe labour market, which has a
large informal sector. This in turn perpetuate®me inequalities and vulnerabilities
across different population groups. In this regatifjned to the United Nations
Development Account project on promoting equattte, policy recommendations are
designed to strengthen the capacities of seleaiadtdes to design and implement
equality-oriented public policies and programmes.

189. The work on the African social development indexhgeed momentum in
2015. The Index was presented in 2015 at a sidet etethe eighth Joint Annual
Meetings of the African Union Specialized Technic@bmmittee on Finance,
Monetary Affairs, Economic Planning and Integratiow the Economic Commission
for Africa Conference of African Ministers of Finag Planning and Economic
Developmentin 2015. Following that, five regionapacity-building workshops have
been organized covering 46 African States (butthetCentral African Republic,
Ethiopia, Lesotho, Libya, Mozambique, Seychelleput8 Africa and United
Republic of Tanzania) and nine regional economimmaoinities (East African
Community, Southern African Development Communityest African Economic
and Monetary Union, Economic Community of West &din States, Common Market
for Eastern and Southern Africa, Intergovernmemathority on Development,
Community of Sahelo-Saharan States, Arab MaghreborUrand Economic
Community of Central African States). This hasumtdriven the demand for ECA
technical assistance both in specific countries andubregional level to monitor
human exclusion. In addition, the Pan-African Ranént Committee on Education,
Culture, Tourism and Human Resources has exprggsatlinterest in the index and
future collaboration. The inclusion of the indextie corporate flagship Economic
Report on Africa 2015 series and ECA country pesfihas further enhanced its policy
outreach and relevance. The strategic interestiinam exclusion that the index has
raised is reflected in the requests for specifiintng made by Botswana, Burkina
Faso, the Common Market for Eastern and SoutheritaAfind the West African
Economic and Monetary Union. The introduction of thdex’s results in the next
batch of country profiles attests to the use ofomal data to monitor exclusion and
how this reflects the relevance of the index inlaixpng national and subnational
trends in social outcomes and assist in identifyialicy directions.

190. Work continued on the Joint Labour Migration Pragnae — an initiative with

the African Union Commission, the International bab Organization and the
International Organization for Migration. During ethperiod under review, the
Programme was endorsed by the special sessioredfahour and Social Affairs
Commission of the African Union, held in Windho@kamibia, in April 2014 and

also by the Assembly of Heads of State and Govenqhnield in Addis Ababa in

January 2015. ECA has been involved in the desigth development of the
programme document for this joint initiative. Asaxt step, the partners will now
focus on mobilizing resources for implementing phegramme. In addition, ECA, in
partnership with the African Diaspora Policy Centmed the German Agency for
International Cooperation, organized a conferencengration dynamics in Africa.

The meeting facilitated a South-South experienahange by providing a platform
where key African policymakers from Cameroon, Epiég Ghana, Morocco and
Tunisia had discussions with migrants about thégration journey and reflected on
how migration realities were considered in theitigges. The strategic interest of
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migration globally and regionally has been captwaethe corporate level with the
Social Development Division Policy as the focuseThigh-level policy dialogue

planned for the ninth Joint Annual Meetings of tA&ican Union Specialized

Technical Committee on Finance, Monetary AffairssoBomic Planning and

Integration and the ECA Conference of African Miars of Finance, Planning and
Economic Development responds to migration, as faicak priority and this forum

will place this issue squarely on the developmegehaa.

191. ECA continues to engage in efforts geared towardsndssing the
demographic dividend in Africa and mainstreamingudation dynamics in national
planning. A demographic profile report of Africa shdbeen prepared to help
policymakers understand the unprecedented chaleagé opportunities presented
by Africa’s rapid population growth and mega denamdpic trends. Furthermore, in
recognition of the relevance and critical role dfles persons in achieving the
demographic dividend in Africa, the subprogrammeartook research on ageing and
development in the small island developing Stafe€abo Verde, Guinea-Bissau,
Mauritius and Sao Tome and Principe. The reporsqts robust information on
ageing: the demographics, the living conditionsoltfer persons, the impacts of
ageing on development policies, particularly onwloek force and pension systems,
and the policies and prospects for the future. flitdings of the research will also
inform the third review of the implementation oktiMadrid International Plan of
Action on Ageing in Africa during 2016.

192. As part of a three-year joint development accouojget (for the period 2014-
2017) with the Economic and Social Commission faiafand the Pacific and the
Economic and Social Commission for West Asia t@rgjthen the capacity of
Governments to respond to the needs of young pde@ke generated authoritative
evidence on the situation of young people in Afrida regional analysis was
undertaken to assess the participation of younglpeim social, economic and
political spheres in Africa and propose alternatimd impact-based policy responses.
The final output of the project is to develop a yopolicy toolbox which will be a
repository of good practices on inclusive and respe youth policies.

193. Furthermore, ECA fully met its target of increasiingm zero to seven the
number of countries incorporating partially or fjullsustainable urbanization
principles advocated by ECA into policies or legigln or strategies. Seven countries
(Burkina Faso, Chad, Gabon, Kenya, Nigeria, Senegal Uganda) responded
positively to adopting policies and strategies dase the Common African Position
on the United Nations Conference on Housing andaswble Urban Development,
which is consistent with the work of ECA on urbatian and the structural
transformation agenda, so as to meaningfully harntée® opportunities that
urbanization presents for development in these tei@sn This was achieved through
partnership between the ECA, the United Nations lurSettlements, Programme
and the African Union Specialized Technical ComesitNo. 8 on Public Service,
Local Government, Urban Development and Decentrtidin, which jointly provided
technical support for the development of Africadipy framework on sustainable
and urban development, that is, the African Urbayerda, as well as the above-
mentioned Common African Position, which will seaginput for defining the global
“New Urban Agenda”, to be adopted at the Conferéncactober 2016.

194. ECA also led the Africa regional review process tbe United Nations
Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Derwap This involved assessing
the implementation of commitments on urbanizatiot development that were made
during the Second United Nations Conference on HuiBattlements, in 1996,
specifically, on urban governance, the urban ecgnosocial equity and the
environment. The assessment identified the impléatienm gaps and emerging issues
that will inform Africa’s urbanization prioritiesyhich are also set out in the Common
African Position on the Conference.
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195. In view of the implementation and monitoring resgibilities of member
States related to targets for cities and humatessthts in Agenda 2063 and Agenda
2030, ECA conducted an assessment of existing udadaé and capacity gaps in
Africa, which will be used to strengthen urban capts, indicators and methodologies
in the current 2020 round of population and housiegsuses (from 2015 to 2025).
Accordingly, an urban statistics programme, recomuhee by Burkina Faso, Egypt,
Ethiopia, Equatorial Guinea, Céte d’lvoire, the &ligNigeria, Uganda and Zambia,
will be established in the upcoming biennium by Bimtistical Commission for
Africa. Improvements in urban data and statistid strengthen the evidence base
for policymaking on urbanization and developmenéfrica.

196. The programme partnered with varied stakeholderduding the African
Union Commission, regional economic communitiesitéthNations organizations,
funds and agencies and member States, to leveesgerces and influence ECA
messaging on urbanization and development in Afifitas has been well reflected
in the outcome documents and resolutions pertaioitige Common African position
on the United Nations Conference on Housing andaswble Urban Development,
and to the Conference.

Programme support

197. During the period under review, ECA pursued itorff to improve results
through higher quality products and services, @reatganizational effectiveness and
improved accountability. This section contains infation on the measures taken by
ECA to build a more transparent, client-oriented¢caaintable and results-based
organization, with particular focus on strengthgrstrategic planning, evaluation and
operational quality, improving business processegmwledge management and
communications, and enhancing partnerships anaitadircooperation.

198. ECA took specific steps to enhance its focus oultgsa process which started
with the consolidation of strategic programming g@tethning, budgeting, evaluation
and quality assurance into one office — the Strateanning and Operational Quality
Division — as part of the framework for managingulés in support of the strategic
re-orientation introduced in March 2013.

199. In 2015, ECA developed the strategic planning acebantability system, a
framework intended to enable ECA to act as a sjriglbesive entity when planning,
budgeting, monitoring, carrying out quality assweand evaluation of, and reporting
on its strategic priorities, outputs and resultise Thajor elements of the system are
strategic planning instruments, including the sgat framework, the proposed
programme budget, the annual business plan, theaian and quality assurance
functions, the revitalized executive performancenagement dashboard and the
annual reports. It aims to align resources and aijoeral activities with the
Commission’s mission of becoming a think tank dérence on African development
issues, and to allow for the identification ancckiag of results that contribute to
effectively influencing policies for structural treformation across the region.

Proposed biennium programme plan 2018-2019

200. The Strategic Planning and Operational Quality fon prepared the
proposed biennium programme plan for the period822019. The programme plan
was prepared in the context of positioning the Cdssimn’'s programmatic
orientation in terms of the continuity of work thiatarried out in the biennium 2014-
2015, with enhancements to effectively supportriimdementation and follow-up and
review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Develammiie Addis Ababa Action
Agenda and the African Union’'s Agenda 2063. Thegpgmme plan for 2018-2019
was endorsed at the forty-ninth session of the Cisgion, which was held as part of
the ninth Joint Annual Meetings of the African UmidSpecialized Technical
Committee on Finance, Monetary Affairs, Economaring and Integration and the
Economic Commission for Africa Conference of Africinisters of Finance,
Planning and Economic Development, which took piac&ddis Ababa on 4 and 5
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April 2016. During the meetings, the participantled upon the Commission to
continue its support for member States, the Afridamon Commission, the NEPAD
programme and the regional economic communitiéisarimplementation of, follow-
up to and review of Agenda 2063, the 2030 Agend&(stainable Development and
the Addis Ababa Action Agenda.

201. The main feature of the 2018-2019 biennium prograerpitan is the inclusion
of the seven interrelated areas in support of AgeraD63’s first 10-year
implementation plan (2013-2023): (i) strengthenting capacities of member States,
regional economic communities and the African UniBommission to ensure
coherence, consistency and coordination acrossAffiean development goals;
(ii) integrating Agenda 2063 and the African deysf®nt goals into national
planning and fiscal frameworks; (iii) strengtheningpacities for follow-up and
review of Agenda 2063 and the African developmenslg (iv) strengthening the
statistical systems of member States; (v) idemtgfyaind promoting the financing of
Agenda 2063 in terms of domestic and external megowmobilization, including
addressing illicit financial flows; (vi) leveragirsgience, technology and innovation;
and (vii) leveraging South-South and regional penghips.

202. The modalities for implementation will continueitelude a combination of
policy research to generate knowledge, advocacycandensus-building, advisory
services and technical cooperation. This will beedthrough economic and social
analysis and preparation of reports to monitor ttadk the progress of Africa on
global and regional commitments; the formulation paflicy recommendations,
guidelines and standards to support policy dialpghe organization of policy
dialogue to facilitate consensus-building and tlipdion of common regional
positions on key issues; and providing technicalstance and capacity-building in
the form of advisory services and training to dissate best practices. Strategic
partnerships with the African Union Commission; thigican Development Bank;
United Nations entities; other regional organizasgio major policy think tanks;
universities and research institutions; privataéaegnd foundations; and civil society
organizations will continue to be central to thgplementation of the programme.

Executive performance management dashboard

203. The executive performance management dashboardevatoped to support
results-based monitoring and evaluation throughasexd, integrated and coherent
management of performance. It combines criticaltsgric, operational and financial
information to aid strategic decision-making, amgbarts on the efforts to bring
together streams of ECA work in policy research &ndwledge delivery. The
executive performance management dashboard isineghimto four clusters: policy
influence; credibility and trust; accountability canlearning; and operational
effectiveness. In 2015, the dashboard underweunlbstantial upgrade to improve the
quality and reliability of the data entered inte gystem. Additionally, the IT platform
was significantly revamped to enable the systegetwerate real-time reports and to
modernize the user interface. The sources of detimde internal operations and
systems, online media monitoring and analysis datd,the perception survey of the
Commission’s partners. ECA issues quarterly report®gularly track progress, as
well as an annual performance report that provalesview of the progress made
against selected key performance indicators franfdhbr clusters of policy influence,
credibility and trust, accountability and learnimmd operational effectiveness. The
results of the 2015 performance report demonsthateECA is on the right course to
meet its commitments regarding influencing priestiand programmes on African
development policy issues, empowering Africa, angperting member States’
efforts to implement structural transformation pis and programmes based on their
own priorities.

204. The 2015 survey of the Commission’s partners redkah favourable
perception by partners of the contribution made€E®A in terms of its influence on
policy in support of Africa’s transformation agendie credibility and trust that it
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inspired through the production of high-qualityjdance-based and good-fit policy
research and knowledge delivery services; its attednility mechanisms and learning
culture; and its operational effectiveness in delivg its knowledge production and
capacity development services on time.

205. According to the 2015 survey, ECA knowledge prodwetre perceived by 77
per cent of survey respondents as being of highityuend effective in promoting
discussion on Africa’s transformative agenda. Mtran 70 per cent of survey
respondents indicated that ECA knowledge deliveag Wighly sensitive to context,
relevant and tailored. Close to 80 per cent of eyrkespondents said that ECA
generated reliable and relevant policy ideas. Sednger cent of survey respondents
said that the Commission’s products were “cuttidgeg. Lastly, 75 per cent of survey
respondents had a positive opinion of ECA, with @@mmission perceived as a
reliable and constructive partner that providedagyoleadership and high-quality,
cutting-edge expertise and knowledge.

Annual business plan for 2016

206. During the period under review, ECA developed itawal business plan for

2016. It provides a road map of the annual impldaatemn of activities to achieve the

outputs and outcomes set out in the approved pmogeabudget. The business plan
facilitates the alignment of the outputs of the E@i¥sions, subregional offices and
the African Institute for Economic Development aRthnning with the corporate

strategic objectives of policy influence, credityiliaccountability and learning, and
operational effectiveness. ECA incorporated gemdarkers into the 2016 business
plan to estimate the extent to which each output e proportion of resources
allocated are expected to contribute to or supploainges in gender equality and
women’s empowerment.

Evaluation policy and plan

207. As part of the Commission’s enhanced strategicrptanand accountability
system, evaluation has a critical role to play @tedmining as systematically and
objectively as possible the relevance, effectivenesfficiency, impact and
sustainability of the Commission’s new programmdtcus, as well as its new
business model. It will do so through the provisibitearning information that should
lead to the identification and adoption of optimalogramme implementation
strategies as well as by sharpening the focussqiritcesses, products, services and
tools.

208. During the reporting period, therefore, ECA devoatiatk to conceptualizing
and formulating a common institutional basis fag tvaluation function in ECA. A
corporate evaluation policy and a 2015-2017 resqidtsed evaluation plan were
endorsed by the Executive Secretary of ECA in Ddear2014. The policy seeks to
increase organizational learning and support adedility, transparency, coherence
and efficiency in generating and using evaluativeowdedge for effective
management for results.

209. In so doing, the ECA evaluation policy aligns ifseiith United Nations

evaluation norms and standards approved by thetNations Evaluation Group in
April 2005, outlines the objectives and details thechanisms to be put in place to
promote and further strengthen the evaluation oeiligross the Commission. Internal
efforts are under way to streamline evaluation s&the Commission through better
in-house understanding of value addition of evadmatand strengthened self-
evaluation, which in turn will improve programme ripemance and increase
operational transparency and accountability towaetseficiaries and stakeholders.

210. With strong policy statements committing to systgeoadly evaluate all
programmes of more than US$ 1 million dollars adl we by recommending a
minimum level of investment in evaluation of 3-5 pent of the total programme
budget, the Commission’s evaluation function wédhgrate evidence to ensure more
informed and results-oriented management and gtcatiecision-making.
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18.

211. As a result of the Commission’s recent efforts tr@ersgthen the evaluation
function across all programmes, the Commissionsteggd positive scores in the
2014 edition of the scorecard of the Office of tnt Oversight Services. Out of the
17 indicators measuring the structure, practicaJuation plan and reports, quality
assurance, accountability, resources allocate@valuation, and implementation of
evaluation recommendations, ECA improved its sgpon every single indicator
compared to the 2010-2011 assessment.

212. In addition, and with a view to enhancing the Cossiun’'s accountability
systems and deepening a learning culture acrosgedims of work, self-assessments
and evaluations of major flagship events were syatieally conducted, and opinion
surveys of external partners and staff were camigidto assess perceptions of the
influence that ECA has in the area of knowledgeegation and delivery, as well as
on its overall business performances.

213. As for audit, regular and systematic monitoring ofersight body
recommendations was undertaken, which resultedli@Caper cent implementation
rate of critical audit recommendations.

Operational quality policy and plan 2014-2017

214. The operational quality policy and plan outlineg tBommission’s quality
assurance policy for the period 2014-2017 and pesvia framework to guide the
planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluatidrguality assurance activities.
There are six objectives: to support ECA in offgrinnovative thinking for Africa’s
structural transformation; to strengthen the capaufi ECA to deliver high-quality
products and services that are relevant, credibtk effectively influence policy
choices and decisions for African transformatianeihhance the use of the results of
the quality assurance system to support accouityabiirogramme learning and
resource allocation; to ensure that risks threatgttie quality and sustainability of
ECA products and services are appropriately andiraoously assessed, monitored
and managed; to promote compliance with the masdstthe Economic and Social
Council and United Nations system-wide initiativ@sgender mainstreaming; and to
contribute, through the ECA quality assurance fiomgtto building a competent
organization.

Quality assurance manual

215. During the period under review, ECA developed diguassurance manual,
which sets out quality assurance procedures foCtmamission’s strategic products
and services. These include quality assurance guoes for publications; programme
management; indices; the performance managemenhba@s; events; the
Commission’s carbon footprint; and the country pesf The major objective of the
manual is to support the implementation of operatiguality at ECA by guiding the
approval, delivery, monitoring and review of itsogrammes and ensuring that its
products and services and the processes that suppor are of high quality. It also
describes the main components of the quality sysnECA, including its
management responsibility, resources, measuremewt iamprovement. The
procedures are aimed at assisting the ECA subproges to improve the quality of
their products and services.

Administration

216. During the period under review, the General Assgrapproved the allocation

of US$ 56.9 million to finance the renovation oé thAfrica Hall, which is located on

the ECA compound. ECA proceeded with the recruitnodéra project manager and
the definition of the governance structure forithplementation of the project and a
detailed planning schedule for the following phatiest is tendering and construction.
ECA is currently in the process of recruiting aidated project team, completing the
design process and planning for the procuremeatoofinstruction company.
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217. ECA was in cluster 4 of the Umoja deployment pl&TCA successfully
deployed Umoja as planned on 9 November 2015, Viig a long period of
preparation, data cleansing and conversion fromdggystems that involved all
aspects of the Commission’s administration (inailgdhuman resources, travel,
finance, funds, grants, real estate, supply cha@nagement, conference management
and facilities management). Additionally, beforepkdgment ECA delivered a
comprehensive training plan aimed at building theacity of key staff members and
focal points. Additional online training and awagsa-raising programmes for all staff
members were also delivered in advance of deploymeNovember. A significant
number of staff members were sent for intensivimittg and training for trainers in
New York and Geneva, to enable them to become lucaless experts and thereby
ensure that the Commission would be in a positiorsustainably manage the
transition and share learning more broadly acrdSé i the post-implementation
phase.

218. ECA is participating in the global post-implemerdatreview task force and
critical post-implementation activities, which indees the provision of support to the
subregional offices and the coordination of adtegitin all functional areas. Post-
implementation support is ongoing, with significahiallenges faced in the areas of
user access mapping, workload changes, knowledpe igathe end-to-end cross
sectional Umoja processes, business intelligenpertiag and systemic technical
difficulties, as well as slow resolution of issuekets raised. Additionally, ECA is
also participating in new initiatives such as thabgl service delivery model, which
is working to consolidate services such as perdomgninistration, payroll,
procurement and travel management.

219. The Commission’s overall learning and developménattasgy is aligned with
United Nations policy of promoting continuous leamwith a view to maximizing
skills for effective implementation of the Orgartiba’s mandate and at the same time
helping staff members to develop their careersriiag and development in 2015
concentrated largely on retooling staff membertowihg the re-orientation of the
Commission and efforts towards building capacity fdmoja deployment and
sustainability. The re-profiling courses were idinoed following the launch of the
Commission’s programme and structural reforms ageimd 2013. The training
strategy was designed to support the agenda ofitepong ECA as a leading policy
and knowledge think tank. Priorities in training revelinked directly to new
programme priorities and revised structures witthie divisions. The re-profiling
courses were developed through a consultative psdeel by a staff task force. The
courses were conducted for over 100 core staff reesnbin areas such as
macroeconomic modelling, communication, researchthatis and analysis,
forecasting and management and leadership. Theofiisy programme has been
extended, with additional courses approved in apéasw or continued relevance to
the Commission’s work.

220. As regards training in preparation for Umoja depbteynt, a number of
activities were undertaken in terms of staff tnaghiand orientation, to ensure
readiness for go-live and to build capacity fortairability beyond deployment. First-
level orientation and awareness workshops were Wwéld all staff and managers.
High-level policy and process training programmes gupervisors and managers
were conducted, with at least 70 per cent of thgetaaudience covered. Computer-
based training programmes for all staff membersewetled out and a successful
campaign to enforce completion was launched.

221. Moving beyond deployment, the priority regarding &jen training is to
increase the number of internal process experttraimers to ensure the sustainability
of support, learning and capacity-building prograasmECA is on track with this
strategy as process experts and/or trainers nost éxi more than half of the
functional areas and processes, and training ioinggto acquire, enhance and
maintain knowledge and skills in all areas. Knowledjaps in end-to-end processes
are being addressed with improved integrated csestonal training programmes.
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19.

222. ECA successfully adopted and implemented the lat@nal Public Sector
Accounting Standards (IPSAS) on 1 January 2014 wittlean unqualified audit
report outcome. Following the adoption of IPSAS finance Section of ECA put
plans in place to stabilize and comprehensivelyyaihie IPSAS standards across all
business operations. ECA is now fully IPSAS compliaThe implementation of
IPSAS was one of th&ey business transformation initiatives adopted by the
Organization and it has indeed changed the wayUthieed Nations conducts its
business, utilizes resources and carries out finareporting, with a greater emphasis
on increased transparency and accountability t@bktaders. One of the main benefits
of IPSAS is comprehensive reporting on the ass®tdiabilities of the Commission,
which has had a positive impact on strategic decisnaking. As ECA enters the
IPSAS post-implementation stage, efforts are bejegred towards the long-term
sustainability of IPSAS compliance and institutitiretion. Going forward, ECA will
equip staff with the skills and training neededctmtinue to successfully follow
IPSAS and adopt a rigorous internal control systapported by automated reporting
tools to enable monitoring and audit, thereby réadj the full benefits of IPSAS.

Public Information and Knowledge Management Diision

223. The target of ensuring enhanced communication, @byoand promotion of
ECA knowledge products through strategic commuigoatnformation, marketing
and advocacy was met through effective communinatie promotiomf knowledge

products, and media and advocacy interventions.

224. The activities implemented during the reporting i@er contributed to
influencing policies at national and subregionalels. For example, in order to
amplify the key messages contained in the Econd®eport on Africa and other
issues such as the threat posed by the Eboladisaase and climate change, opinion
editorials (op-eds) were published in high-profilewspapers and media outlets,
including CNN, The Financial Times, Le Monde andeThuardian. The messages
were timed around key events to ensure the atterdfopolicymakers and key
constituencies. In addition, knowledge guides velreeloped on the 2014 edition of
the Economic Report on Africa, on Ebola, and oepthematic areas to increase the
influence of ECA.

225. Unprecedented rises in the numbers of followerthefCommission’s social
media outlets were recorded over the past 24 mpsthipassing earlier projections
by more than 600 per cent. There was also a mark@dase in media articles
referencing the work of the Commission. In 2015sel to 9,000 articles were
published, versus about 1,000 in 2014. The tarfjatbieving 14.5 million hits on
the ECA website was also surpassed, with close6taonillion hits in 2015. The
increases can be attributed to the stabilizatiadh®@Commission’s website following
the finalization of the migration of content, thedistribution media partnership
agreement established with All Africa.Com and Fuiah Afrik, the steady
dissemination of content in both English and Fre¢n015, close to 1,200 press
releases in both languages were distributed omwétisite, through social media and
directly to the media), and the support of divisibfocal points. As evidenced by the
requests for advice on how to emulate the Commi&sigeb presence received from
the Economic Commission for Europe, the Economid Social Commission for
Western Asia and Headquarters, the Commission’srnat web policy has
encouraged others to revamp their own websites.

226. ECA's web and social media presence has added vaduéfrica’'s
transformation agenda by enhancing the visibilify key research and policy
recommendations, therelyfluencingpolicymaking on the continent. For instance,
the social media uptake of the Commission’s Ebuldysled to numerous requests
from the BBC for a high-profile interview in the 4#urs following its launch. The
outputs produced by ECA are attractive and acdestilanks to their visuals. For
instance, the Commission’s publication on finandorgdevelopment received a great
deal of attention on Twitter because of its attv@cpresentation.
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227. In addition, the Public Information and Knowledgam&gement Division has
strived to ensure that stories disseminated orwgiesite and to the med@ntain
gender-neutral language and that the images postéige website do not stereotype
women.

228. ECA launched two communities of practices throughSolution Exchange
service to African professionals. Solution Exchamge United Nations-sponsored
peer-to-peer facilitation service for professionalth similar interests and concerns
(“communities of practice”), with a view to tappitigeir knowledge in order to solve
problems. By December 2015, membership of the fimhmunity, the African
development planners, had risen to 420 activegiaatits, from 51 countries, while
the second community, the African statistical comityy had 381 participants, from
22 countries. More than 127 responses were recdiethe 9 queries posed by
experts from member States. The African developnmabners community of
practice facilitated five discussion sessions basedqueries submitted by the
community members on several topics, including s#tweent in a tight fiscal
environment, planning for competing development Igoalrafting a national
sustainable development strategy, applying a stdimmbal economic forecasting
model for Africa, and addressing poverty and indiguaowards achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals. The queries receaitethl of 86 responses from 38
countries. Similarly, the African statistical comnity facilitated four discussion
sessions on issues such as using mobile techntdoggilect data, ensuring census
data collection quality, estimating informal crdssder trade and improving the
accessibility of statistical data, with a totalddf responses from 17 countries.

229. The African Knowledge for Development Network iplatform that provides
support to the Subregional Office for Southern édrithe Subregional Office for
West Africa, the Subregional Office for North Afasicthe NEPADPIlanningand
Coordinating Agency and the African Internet Gowarce Forum.

230. The ECA knowledge repository is an online platfofon managing and

disseminating ECA knowledge products, including lmalbons, conference

proceedings, parliamentary documents, flagship rtepand policy briefs. The

upgraded repository provides improved functionadityl tracking of usage statistics.
In 2015, use of ECA knowledge products increasath awver 170,000 document
downloads and more than 1 million website hits,chireflects the growing credibility

and relevance of the Commission’s knowledge praduct

231. In 2015, work was undertaken to reorganize the kedge repository into
thematic collections based on the main areas ofChimmission’s work, namely
macroeconomic policy, gender, social developmeagional integration and trade,
natural resources management, innovation technolagy governance. These
thematic clusters allow for the reviewing of indival work programmes over a
period of time, thus facilitating the identificati@of gaps and best practices, as well as
opportunities for new areas of engagement. Moredkiesugh this knowledge audit,
the Commission was able to identify its centresea€ellence and accordingly
reorganize funding for credible and high-impactgreonmes.

232. The Access to Scientific and Socio-Economic Infdaiorain Africa initiative,
known as ASKIA, is an online, one-stop shop fori@@conomic knowledge on and
from Africa. In 2015, the ASKIA online portal wagpdated withinterfacesand
knowledge resources in English, French, SpanistPantliguese. This was needed to
reach out to researchers across African membersStathe official languages of their
respective countries. An Arabic language interfaagnder development, which will
increase the platform’s reach to Arabic-speakingnimer States.

233. Together, theknowledge repository, the ASKIA initiative, the African
Knowledge for Development Network and the SolutiBrchange all played
significant roles in the dissemination of the Comsion’s knowledge products. The
increased number of page visits and downloads etivkgarticipation in the online
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discussions can be attributed to the multilingusterifaces and content of the
platforms.

234. In its efforts to improve the quality and consistgrof the Commission’s
documents and publications, the Division workedreure that the outputs produced
by ECA were a coherent, well-coordinated representatiothe overall goals and
aspirations of ECA and were attractively produced efficiently distributed for
maximum policy influence. As part of these effoits,June 2015 a set of guidelines
for users were issued on the preparation and sgmmisf documents. The guidelines,
which are available online, provide staff membeit wetailed operating procedures,
with a view to ensuring the delivery of high-quahtork in a timely manner.

235. Inaddition, to make its publications more accdsdibthe public at large, ECA
introduced high-quality reader-friendly formats lwihore infographics. To date, the
Economic Report on Africa and the Commission’s pftagship, special and headline
thematic publications have all been processed ugiaghew in-house harmonized
format.

236. ECA continued to implement the International Staddarganization (ISO)
14001:2004certification of its print shop. The focal staff pursued the#iriing on
environment management and the print shop continieede mindful of its
environmental management system and operations. &4 only 100 per cent
recycled paper and all conference documents armtteepere printed in black and
white to reduce the use of chemicals. In additi@A reduced the number of posters
for key meetings to the bare minimum or none, Es$tenaking use of electronic
screens.

237. These achievements were recognized by Headquavtese ECA won the
2014 UN 21Award in the “Efficiency” category. In Bember 2015, ECA was also
awarded the Kodak Sonora Green Leaf Award fordtamitment to the environment,
sustainability and minimizing wastage and chempgdllution by using chemical-free
computer-to-plate technology. As a result of thehtwlogy, ECA reduced its
chemical and water consumption by 80 per cent atv#914 and 2015.

238. Lastly, the archives and records management prageaaiso contributed to
the enhancemenf programme work and “greening” the Commission loyifying
access to, retrieval and sharing of 34,039 digitimcords and by recycling 47 tons
of obsolete records. The waste material was redyadek into paper; the Commission
was thus able to save about 800 trees, 2.8 mijadlons of water, 150 cubic yards of
landfill space and 10,500 kilowatts of energy. tldigion, over 100 cubic metres of
storage space where the obsolete records had leptnvkre able to be repurposed
for other needs.

Issues from the subsidiary bodies of the Comnssion,
including the intergovernmental committees of expds
of the subregional offices

239. The present chapter provides an overview of th@msgues and outcomes of
the meetings oECA subsidiary bodies, including the intergovernmentahmittees
of experts of the subregional offices. It highligitie key recommendations from the
meetings that need to be brought to the attentidaGA for action or information.
The chapter also includes a preview of meetingstihd not yet taken place at the
time the present report was finalized.



E/2016/38
E/ECA/CM/49/10

Organs dealing with overall development issues

Conference of African Ministers of Finance, Planing and Economic
Development and its Committee of Experts

240. The Conferenceof African Ministers of Finance, Planning and Ecniic
Development provides the necessary legislative iet@ahd policy guidance to ECA,
considers and endorses its work programme, ses/@sfarum for articulating the
position of Africa on development issues and regi¢le recommendations of ECA
subsidiary bodies and its Executive Secretary. driraual session of the Conference
is held jointly with the annual session of the Afi Union Specialized Technical
Committee on Finance, Monetary Affairs, EconomiarPing and Integration, with a
view to achieving greater coherence in articulatiAffica’s position on key
development issues.

241. The Committee of Experts meets prior to the Conference and pewi
technical support. The Bureau of ECA includes aesgntative from each of the five
subregions and consists of a chair, three vicerghaid a rapporteur elected on a
subregional basis.

Intergovernmental committees of experts of theubregional offices

242. The five intergovernmental committees of expertshef subregional offices
meet annually, prior to the Conference of Africamigters of Finance, Plannirand

Economic Development, to which they report throule Conference’s own
Committee of Experts. The intergovernmental coneeit oversee the overall
formulation and implementation of the programmewafrk and priorities of their
respective subregional offices and make recomméantabn economic and social
development and the promotion and strengtheningsufregional economic
cooperation and integration. When the need arigbg, sessions of the
intergovernmental committees of experts are hedittha-back with major ministerial
conferences of the regional economic communitiewder to provide a platform for
subregional ministerial caucuses to discuss sjpeafibregional development
challenges. The outcomes of such meetings are braingthe attention of the
Conference of African Ministers of Finance, Plagnand Economic Development.

Functional and sectoral subsidiary organs of E&

243. There are four organs under ECA: the Committee @md8r and Social
Development the Committee on Sustainable Development, the r@Gittee on
Regional Cooperation and Integration and the Cotemibn Statistics.

244. Thecommitteegmeet in ordinary sessions once every two yearggoatt to
ECA at its annual session through the Committe&xqferts. The sessions of the
committees bring together policymakers and othakedtolders, including develop-
ment experts, to inform and guide the work of E@A/@rious sectors.

Meetings held during the period under review

Ninth session of the Committee on Sustainablesielopment

245. The ninth session of the Committee on Sustainakle®pment was held on
16 June 2015, at ECA. The objectives of the nieds®n were three-fold: to review
and provide guidance on ECA subprogramme on inmmvattechnology and
management of Africa’s natural resources; to owetise implementation of the 2014-
2015 work programme; and to review the prioritiethe subprogramme for the 2016-
2017 work programme in the context of the ECA sugat framework and the
proposed programme budget for the biennium 2016201
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246. The Committee considered the programme performespat on innovation,
technologyandthe management of Africa’s natural resources @dr42and 2015 and
parliamentary documents on harnessing innovateohrology and the management
of Africa’s natural resources for Africa’s trangfmation. It also approved the
subprogramme activities for the remaining month2015 and for the biennium
2016-2017.

247. The participants commended ECA for the work cargatiduring the period
under review and emphasized the need for it toimoatsupporting the continent’s
transformative agenda, which was based on inclusivstainable economic growth
that generated jobs and promoted resource effigiand value addition to Africa’s
natural resources. The Committee called upon ECgufiport research into finding
specific examples of where information and commations technology and science,
technology and innovation had contributed to sonstale development.

248. In line with the promotion of the green economy i@ continent, the
participants called upon ECA to increase its suppmrAfrican countries in their
transitionto a green economy development pathway, which aves of the main
strategies for moving towards a low-carbon, respwfficient and sustainable
economy.

249. The Committee recognized the following eight p#laas a good basis for
enhancing the green economy: green building; swmbté transport and
infrastructure; clean energy and energy efficiematural resource conservatiand
management; sustainable waste management and cpgactagriculture, food
production and forestry; water management; andaswatle consumption and
production.

250. With regard to the Africa Mining Vision, the Comnteié welcomed the
establishment of the African Minerals Developmeente and suggested that the
Centreshouldlook critically at the link between conflict andmarals, as there could
be no sustainable development without peace. Thtcipants called upon the
member States to prioritize the formulation anceeffe implementation of their
respective Country Mining Visions, which were vitir creating an enabling
environment for the transparent, equitable and nugdtiexploitation of mineral
resources.

251. The Committee noted that sustainable developmernthén mining sector

needed to embradaitiatives and policies emanating from the Johannesburg éflan
Implementation, the Global Compact and other relewaternational and regional
instruments. It called upon ECA, the African UniBommission and its partners to
strengthen their support for countries with regranineral policies and legal and
regulatory frameworks to accompany mining codes.

252. In relation to climate change and development,Gbenmittee commended
ECA on the support lent to member States in adihgskey climate change
challenges and putting in place appropriate plalsraechanisms to reflect national
developmentpriorities policies, strategies and programmes. It alsogeiced the
need to consolidate climate science and researdheonontinent. The Committee
called upon ECA to prioritize co-designed multigidinary research aimed at
improving climate forecast skills and reliabilitgrass temporal and spatial scales
(towards operational, user-relevant and seamlagsdst products) and filling the
data gap, which could be tailored to facilitateigsien-making and capacity-building
at all levels and in various sectors; the mainstieg of climate services into
decision-making; linking knowledge with action; amgre effective communication
between climate science and policy to identify asers’ needs.

253. The participants also called upon ECA to signiftbamcrease its support for
climate change adaptatioafforts in African small island developing States.
Specifically, they called for increased supporttfar effective implementation of the
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Barbados Programme of Action, the Mauritius Stratiy Implementation and the
SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathyv

254. It noted that it was important to ensure the camtion of the activities of the
African Group of Negotiators, the African MinisteriConference on thenvironment
and the Committee of African Heads of State andegBuwent on Climate Change.

255. The Committee had thrown its full weight behindiéd’'s preparations for the
twenty-first session of the Conference of the Rartid the United Natioiramework
Convention on Climate change. The participantsdtat the new legal agreement
could not be limited to mitigation action only atht it must give adaptation the same
level of priority as mitigation. Parity between igétion and adaptation needed go
beyond mere normative affirmation (so-called “podit parity”) and must include
both qualitative and quantitative aspects. The Citeenrecognized the important
place that energy occupied in the development rmafrihe continent and said there
was a need for ECA to take into account the immadaof the energy sector, also in
the context of the development of the mineral gecto

256. Lastly, the Committee called upon ECA, its partraard the member States to
work together to establish indicators for the 20B@enda for Sustainable
Development and the Sustainable Development Goals.

First session of the Committee on Gender and Sal Development

257. The first session of the Committee on Gender antda®evelopment was
held on 17 and 18 December 2015, in Addis Ababa, was attended by 53
representatives from 38 member States. Other fumidgirammes andpecialized

agencies of the United Nations system were alsoesepted, including the Joint
United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS, the Unitedtidas Entity for Gender
Equality and the Empowerment of Women and the dritations Office for Project
Services.

258. The main objective of the session was to reviewptiogress made by the ECA
subprogrammes on gender and women in developmdsicamaldevelopmenpolicy,
analyse the challenges, and identify successegrge® made and implementation
gaps to ensure the achievement of desired resudtingacts.

259. The Committee provided guidance and expert opin@mshe priorities and
activities of the Social Development Policy Divisiand issued recommendations for
strengthening its work, with a view to better supipg member States and regional
economic communities in achieving genaguality women’s empowerment and
sustainable social development on the continent.

260. The Committee noted with appreciation the stratégpcs that was adopted,
the issues that were addressed and the resultséhatachieved by ECA in 2014 and
2015. The efforts made by ECA to identify similexdt in the gender and social
development dimensions between Agenda 2063 and dsge2D30, and the

implications for national development planning, &eonsidered timely and valuable.

261. Inits general recommendations, the Committee aEka4l to support member
States in domesticating both Agenda 2063 and Ag@®s®, while stressinthat
global commitments and frameworks needed to beegtudlized and take into
account national development priorities in Afritthalso asked ECA to continue its
ongoing good collaboration with the African Unioorm@mission. In its opinion, the
priorities of the Economic Commission for Africacsiid include collecting best
practices and case studies on gender and socialogenent for sharing and learning
in support of Agenda 2063 and Agenda 2030, inclyidimough knowledge products
and platforms.
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262. The Committee’s specific recommendations were bews:

Preparing for the implementation of Agenda 2063 attte 2030 Agenda on
Sustainable Development at the national level

263. The Committee called on member States to prepdienahimplementation
plans, with the support of ECA, while stressingt theeparation and/or revision of
national development plans was an opportunity tansteeam Agenda 2063 and
Agenda 2030. ECA was asked to map and assesdffiendj needsand requests for
assistance of member States with respect to thieimgmtatiorof Agenda 2063 and
Agenda 2030 and provide technical support accolgifigCA was also requested to
support member States in the domestication and torarg of gender and social
development indicators for both agendas throughrieal and advisory services.

Gender equality and women’s empowerment

264. The Committee called on member States to urgeniiyn sAgenda 2063,
Agenda 2030 and the Sustainable Development Gaalst@a mainstream gender
issues into their national implementation planaldb asked ECA to support capacity-
building for the collection of gender-responsivéadand statistics, including through
training for national statistical offices and econists onnationalsatellite accounts
on household production. Strengthening collabonatigthin ECA was needed to
ensure that the gender dimension was integratedalhECA products and activities.
The Committee also asked for support in harmonizimg African gender and
development index with the indicators of Agenda2@6d Agenda 2030.

Urbanization

265. The Committee called upon ECA to strengthen itskamy focusing on the
opportunities and accompanying challenges thatnizbion presented. It stressed
that ECAshouldconsider the critical role of rural areas for gtiowand transformation,
support the necessary urban-rural linkages andrgigseand consider the linkages
between urbanization and industrialization for jodeation and the provision of
services and infrastructure.

Social protection

266. The Committee encouraged ECA to expand the coveatifpe African social
development index to additional countries, useisite$ obtained through official
channels for the calculation of the index, take iatcount the lessons learned in its
ongoingapplication in selected countries, and broadeeritgagement at the national
level to include ministries of gender to ensuret tfee gender dimension was
integrated into all components of the index.

Population and young people

267. The Committee stressed that demographic data slyoulteyond describing
key trends, and in addition include analysis ofarhdng drivers, possible strategies
for responding to challenges and the gender petispec

Ninth session of the Committee on Regional Coemtion and Integration

268. The ninth session of the Committee on Regional @aatjon and Integration
was held from 7 to 9 December 2015, in Addis Abaliae main objective of the
session was to examine the efforts being madehare® productiventegrationfor
Africa’s transformation. The participants also tasitack of developments under the
subprogramme on regional integration and tradareéas including intra-African and
international trade, infrastructure, food secuahd agriculture, investment and land

policy.

269. The session was attended by 47 member States llassveelegates from the
African Union Commission, the Arab Maghreb Unidm tCommon Market for
Easterrand Southern Africa, the Economic Community of {Tamfrican States, the
Economic Community of West African States, the dgéeernmental Authority on
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Development, the Southern African Development Comitguand the World
Customs Organization.

270. A number of presentations were given showcasing abivities of the
subprogramme on regional integration and traddoahg which the Committee
provided guidance, expert opinions and recommeniagaidn prioritieandactivities.

271. With regard to regional integration in Africa, t@@mmittee recommended
stepping up efforts to improve the higher educasigstem, with a view to ensuring
good learning outcomes and adequate numbers ofigieslin science, technology,
engineering and mathematics, and closing the gayajeinsuchsubjects. In addition,
it was recommended that pan-African institutionsudtl take the lead in establishing
a coherent mechanism to serve as a platform fanilea and exchanging best
practices and information, given the acute neasht@mnce the contribution of science
and technology to regional integration. To fostee development of the Africa
regional integration index, the Committee calledumember States and pan-African
institutions to exert all possible efforts, inclagiputting in place a multi-stakeholder
system in all member States to ensure the collectioniform, comparable and high-
quality data for all indicators.

272. Regarding international and intra-African trades thbommittee stressed that
trade policy reforms should be sequenced. Africaiarkets should be opened
gradually after measures to improve regional irgégn had been put into place. The
successful establishment of the continental fregetiarea was critickdr boosting the
industrial content of Africa’s exports and strerggting intra-African trade. Efforts
should also be made to reduce the cost of tradinty® continent.

273. On land governance, member States were encouragedet the African
Union’s guiding principles on large-scale land-lwhggvestments when negotiating
land deals to ensure that Africa harnessed andisably utilized itsabundantand
resources towards the structural transformatiolitsoeconomy. To improve food
security, it was recommended that national andregdifood reserves be established
and a mechanism developed to channel food fromusigoeas and countries to those
in deficit. To promote regional agricultural valabains, the Committee suggested
that regional value chains should be assessedsagaimage facilities, infrastructure,
processing capacity, potential for job creationrtfpalarly for women and young
people), export and business opportunities, anelstmrent requirements.

274. In order to have an enabling investment environm&inican countries should
review existing and new bilateral investment tresath order to preserve policy space
and strike a balance of obligations between thédmstry and investors, and ensure
that domestic and regional courts were includedhim mechanismsfor dispute
settlement.

275. Given the critical role infrastructure played inoproting economic
transformation, African countries were advised tildbtheir capacity to carry out
feasibility studies, project design and preparation in ordefotmulate bankable
infrastructure projects, and to consider publicspte partnerships as an effective
mechanism for funding infrastructure projects.

276. Special attention and efforts should be directeehtds Central Africa, at the
level of member States and regional economic contigan with a view to

strengtheninghe capacity to collect and analyse the data meéaleonstruct the
indicators used to develop the Africa regional gnétion index.

277. ECA should share the methodology applied to devéhepAfrica regional
integration index. In addition, there was a need/dtidate the data used for the
construction of the index at the national and regidevels. ECA, with itpartners
should continue improving the methodology and sgfteening the capacity of
member States to collect relevant data.
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278. Noting the need to maintain an African land poldgvelopment agenda, as
per the African Union’s Declaration on Land Iss@sl Challenges, ECA should
provide leadership tguidethe transition of the tripartite Land Policy laitive into
the African Land Policy Centre, with a view to enbig leadership, coordination,
advocacy and partnerships in support of the effifrtRember States.

279. ECA should deepen its important work on bilateraleistment treaties with
further research at country level to assess tmaract on attracting investments,
creating jobs and promoting economic growth. Itudtialso examine the impact of
double taxation treaties on Africa’s regional intipn.

Thirty-second session of the Intergovernmentalommittee of Experts for
Central Africa

280. The thirty-second session of the Intergovernme@tahmittee of Experts for
Central Africa was held from 24 to 26 February 201Bouala, Cameroon, under the
theme“Harnessing the agricultural potential of Centddlica for food security and
the structural transformation of the subregion”.

281. A total of 88 delegates from the member countriésthe Economic
Community of Central African States and subregiometitutions attended the
session, which was opened by Yaoba Abdoulaye, filtanMinistry of Economy,
Planning and Regional Development of Cameroon.

Reports and agendas

282. The session started with a report on the activiafeébe Subregional Office for
the financial year, which was reviewed and posiiappreciated, including a call for
the Office to continue supporting the regional esoit communities of Central
Africa and member States.

283. The Subregional Office then made a presentatidoumnsoon-to-be-published
country profiles, on Cameroon, the Central Afriddepublic, the Congo and Sao
Tomeand Principe. The Office explained the rationale bdhtine country profiles,
briefed attendees on their quarterly periodicitgt anderlined the challenges faced in
obtaining reliable national statistics.

284. The session also gave the regional economic comiesinand certain
institutions operating in the subregion the oppatiuto inform delegates on their
own recent initiatives. They included the Econo@mmmunity of Central African
States, the Central African Economic and Monetaoyn@unity and the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations.

285. Meanwhile, ECA briefed participants on recent mdess reached by the
Regional Coordination Mechanism for support thraughhe United Nations System
to the African Union and its New Partnership foriéd’s Developmenprogramme,
and informed the meeting of the stakes of the nimimt Annual Meetings of the
African Union Specialized Technical Committee omdfice, Monetary Affairs,
Economic Planning and Integration and the Econo@ammission for Africa
Conference of African Ministers of Finance, Plamgnand Economic Development.

286. A debate then ensued on a convenient period tothesintergovernmental
Committee of Experts in future, in view of feediitgjoutcome into the Conference
of Ministers. The delegates requested that theentirapproach of organizing the
meeting in the first quarter of the year be mamdi so that the outcomes of the
Intergovernmental Committee of Experts sessionsdcoontinue to be fed into the
Conference of Ministers.

Core deliberations and key messages

287. At the session, four panel discussions took pléugring the first of the
discussions, which centred on considering the piaieior an agricultural revolution
in Central Africa, the participants deplored the negative astpof sociopolitical
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instability in the subregion on livestock herdersting that cattle owners were often
displaced during periods of crisis, thus increasiogflicts with farmers.

288. With respect to the second discussion, on how tploéxthe existing
agricultural potential for the subregion’s strueiuransformation, the experts noted
the disconnect between the consumption patternghengroduction scheme of the
subregion, and stressed the negative impact thatdhious deficiencies in transport
infrastructure and storage facilities have on tieetbpment of the agricultural sector
in Central Africa.

289. Regarding the third discussion point, on how toadi@y agribusiness in Central
Africa, the experts noted the four main challengédow productivity, lack of
financing infrastructure deficiencies and lack of natiosalhregional norms and
standards for agricultural products.

290. Lastly, in connection with the fourth topic of dission, on how to address the
challenge®f climate change and land-grabbing, it was redathat the Central Africa
subregion represented an area of high stakes farn@teutical, cosmetic,
biotechnological and biofuel-producing companigésistincreasing the risk of large-
scale land acquisitions. In that regard, the lackransparency in large-scale land
acquisition deals was deplored. The experts altedrtbe vulnerability of agricultural
production in the subregion in the face of climetteange and decried the low impact
of research on agricultural production in Centr&ida.

Recommendations

291. The participants called upon Governments to ade@yatdress the serious
deficiencies of transport infrastructure and sterfagilities, invest more in research
institutions in order to improve the value of agttaral productsdisseminatehe
results of different studies on agriculture caridedin the subregion, instil confidence
between agricultural producers and buyers, setlatds and norms for the production
and transformation of agricultural commodities bgustrial plants and be transparent
on land acquisition deals while raising their pespbhwareness about the real value
of their land. They urged member States to helfdbinks between agro-producers
and industrialists in order to address the probtdnguantity and quality of raw
agricultural commodities to be transformed, whiding upon Governments to seek
advice from professionals of the food industry ider to emphasize the production
of what people really like to consume.

292. The participants called upon ECA and other polidyisory institutions to
always take into consideration the full spectruncadintries within thesubregionin
studies to evaluate the zone’s agricultural po#¢rand use, and to assist member
States to restructure their agricultural sectostinh a way that farmers are able to
better negotiate the price of their production.

293. Specifically addressing ECA, the experts called for support dapacity-
building of experts of the subregion in data cditatand analysis. They urged ECA
to ensure that specialized institutions be incluitethe field project on building the
capacities of national statistics offices of Centidrica in the use of modern
technologies for the collection and processing omparable and harmonized
statistics.

Twentieth session of the Intergovernmental Comittee of Experts for Eastern
Africa

294. The twentieth session of the Intergovernmental Cdtem of Experts for
EasternAfrica was held from 8 to 11 February 2016 in iy under the theme
“Institutions, decentralization and structural sBmmmation in Eastern Africa”.

295. The session was attended by 306 participants frorasa the subregion.
Participants included delegates from the 14 mei8tates covered by the Subregional
Office; funds, programmes and specialized agermfighe United Nations system;
and national, subregional, regional and internati@nganizations.
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Proceedings and main issues discussed

296. The theme of the session was a response to theetlitldn of the Economic
Report on Africa, on “Dynamic industrial policy Africa”, in which member States
were urged to refocus their development strategiemdustrialization. The report’s
advocacy for designing and implementing induspizicies anchored on strong and
inclusive institutionsndflexible and dynamic processes was central tasgects of
the session. One particularly important componéntnstitution building is the
decentralization of political systems of governardee session was structured so that
this topic could be explored in detail and delemati could discuss how
decentralization could occur in ways that balanoational and local interests,
enhanced social equity and national unity for dewedent and generated a fair deal
for all.

297. Background report entitled “Institutions, decengation and structural
transformation in Eastern Africa” was prepared amdulated in advance by the
Subregional Office and thiational Economic and Social Council of Kenya. The
report was presented in plenary on the opening afathe session. The ensuing
discussion focused on a number of aspects of #raghincluding the need to ensure
that agricultural development was not forgottere tthallenge of achieving an
appropriate balance in the devolution of power leefvlocal and central institutions
and the importance of achieving inclusive growtheTtheme of the session was
further discussed during a round-table dinner, agnsessions, and group and
bilateral discussions.

298. In addition, three ad hoc expert group meetingsewerganized on the
following subjectswithin the broad theme of the session:

(@ The impact of trade regimes on industrializationdence from Eastern
Africa;

(b)  Social and economic inequality in Eastern Africa;

(c) From theory to practice: unravelling sustainablevedtgpment
opportunities at the county level in Kenya.

299. Lastly, the upcoming ninth Joint Annual Meetings tbgé African Union
Specialized Technic@@ommitteeon Finance, Monetary Affairs, Economic Planning
and Inegration and the Economic Commission for Africa Gaehce of African
Ministers of Finance, Planning and Economic Develept was discussed. The
annual report of the Subregional Office, includipgrformance and results, was
reviewed and ideas for maximizing its impact arathewere discussed.

Key messages

300. The outcome document the session, the Nairobi communiqué, which was
agreed upon by all delegations and participants, @et in full the complete list of
messages and points agreed on at the sessioneyhadssages are summarized as
below.

Economic environment and structural transformation

301. The participants said that Eastern Africa had aadenotable economic
growth over the past 10 years and made considergbdgress on many
socioeconomic indicators, including income poverdkild mortality and literacy.
However, theravere still disparities and it was crucial to ensuret thaure growth
was inclusive and sustained.

302. The participants also noted that there were emgithireats to the subregion’s
rapid economic progresgjcluding declining commaodity prices, a slowing global
economy and reduced growth prospects in China. Tadgd with concern that
Eastern Africa had yet to successfully diversify piroduction and export patterns,
which left some countries in the subregion vulnrabo adverse changes.
Acknowledging the importance of structural transfation, the participants agreed
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that the pace of structural transformation progiasEastern Africa had generally
been slower than the pace of economic growth.

303. The member States welcomed the progress made [Sutiregional Office in
producingcountry profiles and expressed support for profiles tphlmduced for all
countries in the subregion.

Decentralization and institutions

304. Cognizant of the important role that institutiotaypin governance and service
delivery, the participants explored the centralmbeof decentralization and its
capacity to reduce economic, social and spatiatjualities, especially across
subnationaland local jurisdictions. They noted the complestiof designing and
implementing decentralization strategies.

305. The participants acknowledged that member Statdsdiféerent forms of
decentralizatiorand that they were at different levels of impleta&on.

306. They also acknowledged that through de-concentratiomportant
opportunities to reduce geographical and spatiablances could bearnessedSuch
opportunities could be better realized througheasiablishment of growth poles and
regional centres of excellence where subnationédictions were encouraged to
collaborate as much as possible to avoid duplinativeffort and exploit economies
of scale.

Social cohesion and inequality

307. Noting that economic and social inequalities werghhin some Eastern
African countries, the participants stressed thgartance of tacklingnequalitiesof
opportunity throughout the subregion, as doing ss writical for social cohesion,
broad-based development and overall political Btabi

Action points

308. The Nairobi communiqué committed member Statesarticipants to the
following action points:

(8 Member States were encouraged to adopt smart nlupblicies,
because the policy space for traditional induspdlicy tools had shrunk in view of
the prevailing international trade regimes. Smadustrial policies need to be
anchored on strong and inclusive institutions chpatf translating development
visions into actions and facilitating public paipiation in vision setting, policy
formulation and decision-making. The participantster recognized the importance
of the developmental State combined with purposkfatiership at all levels, in
government, academia, the private sector, civiedpcprofessional associations and
local communities, and in national and subnatiqungddictions;

(b) Member States should enhance the interface bettheegrivate sector
and research institutes, including academia, withew to tackling the low rates of
innovation in the subregion. They should also mtevncentives for the private sector
to invest in innovation and skills development, avatk to strengthen the protection
of intellectual property rights at the subregioleakl;

(c) The participants recommended the establishment afvant
communities of practice, the benchmarking and demting of case studies, and the
creation of shared inventories of lessons learned,;

(d) It was agreed that the Subregional Office wouldtiome to explore
opportunities to ensure that all member State®énsubregion were included in its
work, in particular advisory services;

(e) The participants agreed that a macroeconomic sidgiralgreport,
produced by the Subregional Office, would providekable insight into the overall
performance of the subregion;
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® Lastly, member States agreed to continue to disandscooperate on
issues relating to institutions, decentralizatiad atructural transformation. Member
States also agreed that the implementation of dmenutments articulated in the
communiqué should be a joint responsibility shdretiveen the member States and
ECA.

Thirty-first session of the Intergovernmental Canmittee of Experts for North
Africa

309. The thirty-first session of the Intergovernmentain@nittee of Experts for
North Africa was held in Rabat from 1 to 4 MarchL8Qunder the theme “The green
economy toaccelerateindustrialization in North Africa”. During the fowday
meeting, more than 150 delegates from the severbeieBtates, experts, academics,
private sector and civil society representativeslisd the potential role of the green
economy in accelerating industrialization in Nofthica. A session was also devoted
to the country and subregional profiles, and areexgroup meeting was organized
on the margins of the session.

310. The green economy session was held to preparealieleg for continental
deliberations during the Conference of African Mters of Finance, Planning and
Economic Development. The session helped to sha@lkdge and experiences on
the green economy and its relationship with indalsprocessing, and foster better
understanding of the role of businesses in thesttian to a green economy in North
Africa. It also allowed participants to come up twitecommendations to revise
industrial policies and promote the developmergretn businesses, especially small
and medium-sized enterprises. Participants agiegidtihe green economy offered
prospects for improved well-being and social edualvhile significantly reducing
the risk of environmental disasters. The green @egnencompasses economic,
social and environmental policies and focuses ondifig new opportunities for
economic growth that reduce pressure on the enwviemt. Opting for green growth
would help put Africa’s development on a strongeoye sustainable basis.

311. The transition to a green economy must take intooaat countries’
specificities. Moving to a greener economy requttes use of a holistic approach,
with the alignment of macroeconomic, industrial @odhmercial policies and public
initiatives that encourage supply and demand, siscincentivesand strategies to
change behaviours. Delegates also agreed thatdba gndustry shoulde developed
within the context of inclusive growth, with a sp@docus on the impact of industrial
policies on the environment, employment, growth txade.

312. Regarding the subregional profile of North Afrithe Committee noted with
satisfaction the progress made by the subregidarms of economic performance
and intra-regional trade. The socioeconomic indisatsuggested thattructural
change was under way in North Africa, but at a slopace than in other parts of the
continent. The Committee stressed the need forstieegional profile to include
comparisons between North Africa and other subregjio order to better understand
the trends of those indicators, and for there téuber analysis of tax systems and
the issues relating to financing for development.

313. Regarding the country profiles, the delegates wdoemed about the contents
and final format of the country profiles produced2014 and 2015, including the
issuesexamined the structure, the challenges encountered anddtee required to

improve the country profiles. The Committee agreedhe need to build partnerships
with national statistics agencies in the form afnfal cooperation agreements and
data sharing, in accordance with the recommendatitupted at the Conference of
Ministers in Abuja in 2014. While ECA was alreadgrking in partnership with the

regional economic communities and other United dfettiagencies to collect data and
produce the country profiles, a number of challsngenained, including the lack of
disaggregated and quarterly data, which the dat#ehwaf the country profiles called

for, particularly for the social sector; and theddor greater involvement of member
States in identifying the issues to be addresséheir2016 country profiles based on
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their challenges and priorities, and for effecto@moperation with member States,
including access to the necessary information atd.d

314. In addition, following an expert group meeting arg&d on the margins of the
session on ‘“Industrialization through trade in MoAfrica in a multi-agreement
context”, participants called for regional integpatto be considered as a strategic
industrialization lever. They urged countries ie tubregion to accelerasechan
integration to speed up industrial developmentlaach from major trade agreements,
such as the Trans-Pacific Partnership and the atamsic Trade and Investment
Partnership. They called upon member States toicfmate actively in the
construction of the continental free trade arearither to contribute to the overall
coherence of the agreement and improve the poltestimomic gains for the African
continent and North African countries.

315. In addition, delegates deliberated on statutoryessincluding the activity
report of the Subregional Office for North Africthe ECA activity report, the
strategic framework of the Subregional Office fhe thiennium 2018-2019 and the
reporton the international agenda and special initiative

316. Lastly, the participants discussed changing theogiity of Committee
meetings so as to hold them in the last quartezagh year, starting in 2017. The
Committee agreed that the Conference of Africanidtiéns should made a decision
regarding the date of the next session, takingastmunt the need to harmonize with
other subregional offices.

317. At the end of the session, participants called for the dgwelent of an
environmentally friendly industry and a more iné¢hes growth model in the
subregion. They encouraged States to pay spetgatian to the impact of industrial
policies on the environment, employment, growth tiade, and on the potential role
of the green economy in development.

318. The green industrialization challenge in North @&drirequires stronger
regional cooperation in order to share experiences and pffolts and thereby
generate and take advantage of as many opporsiagipossible in the sector.

319. More specifically, the recommendations included @A create a database
to showcase good practices in the area of the gre@momy in the region; strengthen
regional cooperation, especially with regard toatiegions on climate change and
renewable sources of energy; provide assistancaetmberStates with regard to
reporting on their achievements in the area of @@ate social responsibility, with a
view to generating macroeconomic data for the f@llg, monitoring and evaluation
of public policies promoting the green economyphabember States to carry out more
in-depth studies on areas of interest identifieddnous industrial strategies, with a
view to better understanding opportunities for gnégion and the creation of regional
value chains; and assist member States in designiregional approach vis-a-vis
regional trade agreements, including the identifice of a complementary
mechanism between the Arab Customs Union and thiénemtal free trade area for
the countries of the region.

Twenty-second session of the Intergovernmentalothmittee of Experts for
Southern Africa

320. The twenty-second session of the Intergovernmédaimittee of Experts for
SouthernAfrica was held on 17 and 18 March 2016, in Lilongwe,arrttie theme
“Implementing the Southern African Development Coumity industrialization
strategy and road map: options and prospects”.

321. The session was opened by Mr. Goodall Gondwe, kinisf Finance and
Economic Development of Malawi, in the presenc#afLeopold Auguste Ngomo,
representing the Southern Africa Regional Officéhef African Union; Mr. Anthony
Ngororana, representing the United Nations Resitdrdinator inMalawi; Mr.
Mohamedain E. Seif Elnr, representing the SecreBegeral of the Common Market
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for Eastern and Southern Africa; Mr. Angelo Mondlarepresenting the Executive
Secretary of the Southern African Development Comitgu and
Mr. Willard L. Manungo, Chair of the Bureau of th@enty-second session of the
Intergovernmental Committee of Experts for Southinica.

322. Participants included delegates from Botswana, thesdMalawi, Mauritius,
South Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe, as well as regmeatives of various
organizations, including ActionAid, the African Gagty Building Foundation, the
African Union Southern Africa Regional Office, tB@mmon Market for Eastern and
Southern Africa, ECA, the New Partnership for Adfic Development, Oxfam, the
Port Management Association of Eastern and SouthAétoa, the Southern Africa
Trust, the Southern African Development Communityd ghe United Nations
Development Programme office in Malawi.

Proceedings and main issues discussed

323. The theme of the session was inspired by the Soutlfeican Development
Community industrialization strategy and road map 2015-2063, which was
adopted in April2015 The road map’s primary orientation is the nedgdsir the
structural transformation of the Southern Africaev@lopment Community through
industrialization, modernization, upgrading andseloregional integration. It calls for
a shift in the strategy thrust, from reliance osorgces and low-cost labour to
increased investment and enhanced productivityotti kabour and capital. At the
session, the participants sought to unpack themggainto concrete actions that State
and non-State actors should take to ensure itessftd implementation.

324. Background issues paper entitled “Implementing ®euthern African
Development Community industrialization strategyd amad map: options and
prospects” was prepared and circulated in advagcthd Subregional Office. The
paper was also presented in plenary on the opeataggf the session. The ensuing
discussiondgocused on a number of aspects related to theegharmluding mineral
value addition and beneficiation and support far #gricultural sector and agri-
business.

325. The theme of the session was further discussech@wai round table on
financing industrialization programmes and plensggsions on social development
and how to address the macroeconomic challenges brougiutahy low global
demand and prices for commodities and the El Nif@npmenon.

326. In addition, the expert group meeting, entitled €Tdnergy crisis in Southern
Africa: perspectives for the future”, focused ommgy challenges, which undermine
industrialization efforts.

327. Representatives froCA also made presentations in plenary, in which the
lessons learned from the Millennium Development I§&oand the issues of
domestication and implementation of the 2030 Agdnd&ustainable Development
and Agenda 2063 were discussed. The participakizoadedged that some of the
targets of the Millennium Development Goals hadvpbunattainable, but said that
the experience had provided a number of insights hiow to shape more effective
strategies for achieving the Sustainable Developn@oals, which should be
underpinned by domestic resource mobilization. Theted that Agenda 2063 and
the Sustainable Development Goals were complemerdad said that their
integration into national, subregional and conttaéplans was critical to achieving
the ultimate objectives. However, the participaaised concerns about the lack of a
clear division of the roles and responsibilitiegtof various stakeholders involved in
the implementation of both agendas and recommepd®&dpt action on the matter
by theregionaleconomic communities and the African Union Comioiss

328. Lastly, the performance of the Subregional Officesweviewed and ideas to
maximizeits impact and reach discussed. The Office tahlptbposal on the reform
of the architecture of the intergovernmental coresitof experts, which the
participants approved.
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(b)

(i)

(iii)

(©)

Key messages

329. The final outcome statement agreed on by all thegd¢ions and participants
sets out in full the complete list of messages@widts of the session. The following
is a summary of the key messages.

Economic environment

330. The participants observed that in 2015, Southernicaf member States had
faced a decline in commodity prices that resulted iworseningnacroeconomic
environment. They also noted that drought causeBIbyifio had severely affected
agricultural production, resulting in food shortagand rising food import bills;
caused drought-induced electricity shortages; asdlted in sharp cuts in growth
rates. El Nifio and low commodity prices had broughteasing unemployment as
companies suspended activities or closed down. rBovead also increased,
undermining progress made regarding the Millennibevelopment Goals and
reducing the prospects for achieving the SustamBlelvelopment Goals and Agenda
2063.

Industrialization

331. The participants viewed the implementation of theutBern African
Development Community industrialization strategyd ammad map as a means to
leveragethe subregion’s vast natural resources for groyetincreation and poverty
reduction. The participants underscored that theniting the road map would require
a redoubling of efforts from all national and retab stakeholders, including taking
advantage of available funding from sources sudha#\frican Development Bank.
The delegates agreed that industrialization eff@tgiired strengthened capacity at
both national and regional levels, which could lehieved through development
partners such as the African Capacity Building Ftation and ECA.

Poverty reduction and social development

332. The participants agreed that the socioeconomicldement gains achieved
under the Millennium Development Goals were ingigfit to meet the key objectives
and that much would have to be undertaken throhghpost-2015development
agendas (the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Develdopanengenda 2063). They said
that the domestication of Agenda 2063 would enghee alignment of national
policies and strategies with global and continefitaheworks.

Action points

333. The outcome statement committed member States ewnelaphment partners
to anumberof action points, set out below.

334. Member States were encouraged to adapt to thentugtebal commodity
slump and its consequences. Accordingly, membdaeS$thould takadvantageof
periods of weak currencies to boost exports, themlpporting growth in the
manufacturing sector. Infrastructure projects stidog prioritized in the light of
reduced fiscal resources. Borrowing in foreign encies should be conducted
prudently given the high exchange rate risk, whtichld divert resources away from
social spending towards servicing external debbkirng ahead, the delegates urged
member States to utilize increased savings durigh-rowth periods to maintain
spending during economic downturns.

335. Reiterating concerns that lack of finance was umileing industrialization

efforts, the participants urged member States poes the viability of pension funds,
financial services levies and sovereign wealth $&urid financing industrial
infrastructureand key commodity value chains. Member States ldhoansider

introducing a levy on payroll to fund skills devpioent.

336. Noting further that industrialization was being deémed by a lack of
appropriate technology and skills, the participamtped member States to prioritize
sciencetechnologyand innovation in national and subregional progres as the
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(d)

major catalyst for industrialization. Furthermotbey should ratify the Southern
African Development Community protocol on scienwxhnology and innovation.
The participants called upon member States to @arryesearch to identify the value
chains in which the subregion had a comparativamidge, so that those chains could
be targeted. The participants also called for cipalevelopment around specific
sectoral chains. In order to make training relevéim participants urged member
States to dialogue with relevant stakeholders §beivtraining institutions and
development partners) to ensure that training esutargeted the skills required for
industrialization.

337. The participants said that the regional economimroanities had a critical
role to play in promoting industrialization. Accamndly, they urged the regional
economic communities to restructure and createnteah expertise in mineral
processing to enhance regional coordination of raleesector development. The
regional economic communities were also askeddaroze comprehensive regional
capacity-building programmes for value chain idigdtion, analysis and
development. Furthermore, they should identify deglelop concrete projects of a
regional nature to kick-start the industrializatiprocess. On the road map, the
participants urged the regional economic communitiedevelop an implementation
plan for the industrialization strategy with cleailestones.

338. Lastly, the participants said that the recommendatifrom both the expert
group meeting and the session of the Intergoverteh@ommittee of Experts should
be implemented expeditiously to address the energys and to accelerate the
industrialization process in Southern Africa.

Follow-up

339. Inline with the outcome statement, the Subregi@ffite for Southern Africa
committed itself to continuing to provide technisaipport to the Southern African
Development Community secretariat towards devepmn action plan for the
industrialization strategy and road map; and spsating evidence-based research to
support member States in addressing the adversactmpf El Nifio and exchange
rate movements.

Nineteenth session of the Intergovernmental Camittee of Experts for West
Africa

340. The nineteenth session of the Intergovernmental r@ittee of Experts for
West Africa was held on 25 and 26 February 201B®ahkar. The session was co-
organized by the Subregional Office for West Afrisad the Government of Senegal.

341. The session was officially opened by Birima Mang&adget Minister under
the Minister of the Economy, Finance and Plannimghe presence of Dimitri Sanga,
Director of the Subregional Office for West Afriand Vincent Martin, representing
the United Nations System Coordinator in Seneghaé froceedings were presided
over by Senegal, with Ghana serving as Vice-Presidied Cdte d’lvoire serving as
General Secretary.

342. A total of 103 experts attended the meeting. Fifteembers of the Economic
Community of West African States sent delegatiénsumber of regional economic
communities, inter-governmental organizations, gomernmental organizations and
civil society organizations also participated ie gession.

343. The main theme of the session was “ECA countryil@mftools to serve the
structural transformation of West African counttie§he country profiles aim at
providing African countries with an analysis of theconomic and social situation,
supported by a certain number of indices, notabéy African social development
index, the African gender and development indextaedAfrica regional integration
index.

344. In addition to the main theme, the general objeatifithe session was to enable
members States and other actors in West Africebatt emerging issues that could
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affect the economic and social development of theegion, in order to identify the
main challenges and to make recommendations tdeaatethe growth and structural
transformation of the subregion.

345. With that perspective, and on the basis of requepared by the Subregional
Office, the participants focused their attentiontle® economic and social conditions
in West Africa in 2015 and the outlook for 2016 tountry profiles for West Africa;
the transition from the Millennium Development Goato the Sustainable
Development Goals; the mineral linkages and thacAafMining Vision; and the
preliminary results of the African social developrhndex in West Africa.

346. Atthe end of the rich and constructive discussitimes participants:

(& Noted that the remarkable growth that West Afriad bxperienced for
over a decade had started to decline in 2015, niequieaders to take adequate
measures to stop the trend and to relaunch grawalkjng it more robust, durable,
inclusive and capable of creating jobs;

(b)  Welcomed with interest the country profiles presdrtty ECA and the
Subregional Office for West Africa, recognizing thhe profiles constituted good
instruments for decision-making on economic andasqmlicies for the structural
transformation of the economies of the subregion;

(c) Requested that ECA and the Subregional Office éoatel and pool
efforts to collect, process and produce statistiatd, and strengthen the capacities of
national statistical systems in order to ensuréebatonitoring and evaluation of the
implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals

(d) Requested that ECA and the Subregional Office Helgelop a joint
road map at the subregional level for the nati@pgdlication, implementation and
monitoring and evaluation of the Sustainable Dewelent Goals;

(e) Underlined the urgency for States to mainstream Sustainable
Development Goals into national development stiategnd programmes, with the
perspective of the achievement of the objectivesgefnda 2063;

® Underlined the need for States to put in place dapted incentive
policy in order to ensure the retention of quadiffuman resources in national mining
administrations;

(@) Underlined the need for States to best exploit wative financing
opportunities in order to mobilize more internalsaerces for the structural
transformation of their economies, taking into agtothe challenges, risks and
constraints that surround them;

(h)  Adopted, after discussions, the proposal of ECA #wedSubregional
Office to shift the period of the Intergovernmen@bmmittee of Experts from
February/March to a period after tmnference of African Ministers of Finance,
Planning and Economic Development, but emphasizatitt should not be too close
to the end of year, a period usually overloadedrfember countries.
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V.

Report of the ninth Joint Annual Meetings of the
African Union Specialized Technical Committee on
Finance, Monetary Affairs, Economic Planning and
Integration and the Economic Commission for Africa
Conference of African Ministers of Finance, Plannig
and Economic Development

Opening of the meetingAgenda item 1]

Attendance

347. The meeting was attended by representatives dbtlosving member States:
Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Buli, Cameroon, Central
African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Congo, Céte dlepDemocratic Republic of the
Congo, Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, EritrEshiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana,
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Lesotho, LiberiayajiMadagascar, Malawi, Mali,
Mauritania, Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibiiger, Nigeria, Rwanda,
Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Somalia, SofiticaA South Sudan, Sudan,
Swaziland, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, United Repulfitanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

348. The meeting was attended by a representative offal@wing associate
member: Western Sahara.

349. Observers from the following member States of thatedl Nations were
present: Argentina, Australia, Bangladesh, BelgiBrazil, Canada, Chile, China,
Cuba, Denmark, Ecuador, France, Finland, Germanay, (Islamic Republic of),
Ireland, Japan, Kazakhstan, Mexico, Netherlandsiwidg, Republic of Korea,
Russian Federation, Spain, Sweden, SwitzerlandkejurUnited Arab Emirates,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Iredarunited States of America,
Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of).

350. The State of Palestine, a non-member observer Btatee United Nations,
was also represented.

351. The following regional economic communities wer@resented: Common
Market for Eastern and Southern Africa, East AficGommunity, Economic
Community of Central African States, Economic Comitwof West African States,
Intergovernmental Authority on Development, Southéfrican Customs Union,
Southern African Development Community, West Afridaconomic and Monetary
Union.

352. The following United Nations bodies and specializadencies were
represented: Food and Agriculture OrganizatiorhefWnited Nations, International
Labour Organization, International Monetary Fumdeinational Telecommunication
Union, International Organization for Migration,idoUnited Nations Programme on
HIV/AIDS, Office of the High Representative for theast Developed Countries,
Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Islandddaping States, Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, Office of th&nited Nations High

Commissioner for Human Rights, United Nations Gfffor Project Services, United
Nations Capital Development Fund, United Nationddeén’s Fund, United Nations
Development Programme, United Nations Educatio®aientific and Cultural

Organization, United Nations Entity for Gender Hgyaand the Empowerment of
Women, United Nations Environment Programme, UnitBdtions Human

Settlements Programme, United Nations Industriavelment Organization,
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, Unitedtibias Office to the African

Union, United Nations Population Fund, World BaWprld Food Programme,
World Health Organization.
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353. Representatives of the following intergovernmeatal regional organizations
were present: African Development Bank, League @hbAStates, New Partnership
for Africa’s Development Planning and Coordinatidgency, Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development.

354. Observers were present from the following orgamnizest Action Aid Ethiopia,
Advectas, Afei Diagnosis Center, Africa Forum, A&n Capacity-Building
Foundation, African Economist, African Tax Admimation Forum, AgriDevCo,
Arab Bank for Economic Development in Africa, Ar&eform Initiative, China
Hyway Group, China-Africa Business Council, Chinfiida Development Fund,
Chongging Haifu Medical Technologies, ConsultingrBlepment Associates, Deer
Jet Medical Company, Echnoserbe Consulting, Figiaifst Desert Encroachment,
Garment Industry Transparency Initiative, Globalligkice for Vaccines and
Immunization, German Agency for International Caapien, Global Green Growth
Institute, Green Thinkers Youth Association and Wk for African Youth
Development, GRID-Arendal, International Center Agricultural Research in the
Dry Areas, International Planned Parenthood Feieratinternational Road
Transport Union, Jiangsu Bioperfectus Technoloditesther and Child Multisectoral
Development Organization, BlueEnergy, One Campai@xfam, Pan-African
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Poken, RealijidfAfrican Network, Rotary
International, Sanbao Pharmaceuticals, Save thklr€éhj Shapoorji Pallonji, Tax
Justice Network Africa, Times of Zambia, Transpaseinternational Secretariat,
Ubuntu Leadership Institute, Upbeat Marketing, Widg Sinostar Investment,
World Vision International, Wuhu Kanggi Pharmaceatj Yuemei Group.

Opening statements

355. The opening session was chaired by Ms. Ashatu iKipgputy Minister of

Finance of the United Republic of Tanzania, and enatbd by Ms. Zeinab Badawi,
Chair of the Royal African Society. Mr. Carlos LapdJnited Nations Under-
Secretary-General and Executive Secretary of tlené&nic Commission for Africa,
and Ms. Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma, Chairperson ofAfriezan Union Commission,

delivered opening statements. Mr. Augustin Mataday®, Prime Minister of the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Mr. Nickeyarhbo, Vice-President of
Namibia, also delivered statements. Mr. Hailemar@@ssalegn, Prime Minister of
Ethiopia, made the keynote address.

356. Ms. Kijaji, the Chair of the outgoing Bureau, weheed the participants to the
conference and thanked the Government of Ethidpé&aEconomic Commission for
Africa and the African Union Commission for the wahospitality extended to all
guests and for organizing the event. Introducimgttieme of the conference, she said
that the previous year’s conference had focusetherimplementation of Agenda
2063, Africa’s continental development framework.that regard, due recognition
had been given to the need to harmonize Agenda 2@63the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development and mainstream them intonzd development plans.
Reviewing the outcome of the expert group meetihgckvhad preceded the present
conference, on the implications of adopting the ®@%)enda and domesticating
Agenda 2063 and its first 10-year implementaticanpkhe said that the experts had
underscored the need to implement both agendashwhére mutually reinforcing,
in a coherent and integrated manner to ensurestimergies were leveraged and to
avoid a siloed approach, which could be countedpective and increase the burden
on national policymakers.

357. Mr. Lopes noted that 2015 had been an excepticzel for Africa, with the
continent contributing to discussions on the Sastale Development Goals, illicit
financial flows, domestic resource mobilization andustrial policy. Turning to the
global economic development context, he said thatfall in prices of primary
products was having a considerable negative imgraéifrica. In 2016, with the price
of oil down to US$ 30.8 per barrel, Africa was gpin earn $47.1 billion less in trade
compared to 2015, equivalent to 8 per cent of thal tvalue of Africa’s exports
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in 2014. Nevertheless, that was unlikely to chathgedevelopment trajectory of the
entire continent: the fall in oil prices was moilely to have large adverse impacts
on the few African countries whose economies depermah oil exports. Governments
could seize the opportunity offered by low oil gscto scrap wasteful oil subsidies.
Mr. Lopes noted that the majority of African couesrwere net importers of primary
commodities and therefore should benefit from rigiliprices. It was, however,
difficult to predict the long-term effect of low pomodity prices on Africa’s
development trajectory. While the situation was hallenge for Africa, it also
provided a rationale for the continent to re-origself towards sustainable use of the
economic resources affected by price fluctuations.

358. Ms. Dlamini Zuma said that there was a 90 per cemvergence between
Agenda 2063 and the 2030 Agenda and urged all lstédkers to work together to
ensure that an integrated and coherent framewonkémitoring and evaluating both
agendas was put in place. She then highlighteddiiteal trends that could either
derail the implementation of Agenda 2063 or hel@toelerate Africa’s economic
transformation. The five trends were: one, the tstgar of skilled workers, which
undermined Africa’s competitiveness in the areasaiénce and technology; two,
green industrialization, which could be a catafgsteconomic diversification; three,
modernization of agriculture and agro-processingrnsure food security and resilient
growth; four, domestic investment in infrastructushich was a driver of economic
diversification and industrialization; and fivegtdevelopment of the African private
sector, with a view to increasing its competitiveme innovativeness and
transformative impact. She also noted the growosd of non-integration in aviation,
other transport sectors, the energy sector anditieeeconomy, and the need to build
viable regional value chains and address the gkdficit. In addition, she called for
more inclusive allocation of private and publicaeses for the empowerment of
women and young people, greater domestic resourobilination, and the
development of African financial institutions fan&ncing Agenda 2063, particularly
an African central bank and an African monetarydfum conclusion, she underlined
the importance of platforms for improving dialogarel cooperation for the successful
implementation of both agendas, highlighting susttéplatforms such as the African
Economic Platform, the Regional Coordination Medtiamfor Africa and the Joint
Annual Meetings of the African Union Commission @hd Economic Commission
for Africa.

359. Mr. Matata Ponyo said that the conference was Weétdjat a challenging time
for Africa owing to falling commaodity prices, givehat commaodities constituted the
backbone of Africa’s growth. The theme of the pres®nference was noteworthy as
the continent was shifting from an economy basedatural resources to a productive
economy based on industrialization. Such a strattwnsformation was critical to
reinforce the continent’s resilience to externaynasetric shocks and ensure
inclusive and sustainable development. In thatnedze noted that 2015 had been a
critical year for the advancement of the contineatal global development agenda,
with the adoption of Agenda 2063, the Addis Abaleigh Agenda, the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development and the Paris Agreement

360. To ensure the successful implementation of bothndlge2063 and the 2030
Agenda, there was a need for a coherent and hazewfriamework for their smooth
integration into national development plans. Intthegard, the African Union
Commission, the Economic Commission for Africa dhd African Development
Bank should work together to harmonize the contalemand global agendas.
Regarding the continental integration agenda, tderstored the experience of the
Democratic Republic of the Congo in supporting édn integration to foster
economic and social transformation. Concludingjaugled the commitment of the
African Union Commission and the Economic Commisdiar Africa to supporting
Africa’s development and adopting a unified apphotcthe implementation of both
agendas. African integration could not be achiewdtiout good governance and
sound leadership.
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361. Mr. lyambo said that Africa’s pursuit of an intetgd and coherent approach
to the implementation, monitoring and evaluatiodgénda 2063 and the Sustainable
Development Goals showed that development had tzdane stage on the continent.
Given the considerable sums of money needed to lhatidl agendas, curbing illicit
financial flows from Africa and mobilizing internakvenue from the continent’s
natural capital were viable sources of income. ifigllabout Namibia’s development
experience, he emphasized the importance of paatesecurity. The country had
used the past 26 years to build a robust politieghl and macroeconomic architecture
but needed to improve in the area of social devety. The current Government
was focusing, therefore, on effective governan@msparency, fighting corruption,
ensuring inclusivity and addressing inequality. N@enrelied on domestic resources
to fund its development agenda, with support frortemal partners seen as
complementary. Namibia’s fifth national developmgmbgramme would address
both national and global commitments. In tacklifglienges relating to climate
change, persistent drought, unemployment and widadppoverty, the country
would achieve its goals under Agenda 2063 and @3 2genda.

362. Mr. Hailemariam Dessalegn said that lack of ecomadniersification and high
dependency on commodity exports exposed many Afre@onomies to external
shocks. Pursuing industrialization and structurahsformation was imperative to
strengthen African economies. He noted that theéhef the conference was timely
and pertinent, as it focused on the operationadimabf global and regional
development frameworks within the context of nadigolanning processes. Africa’s
priorities, as contained in the common African posj were integrated into both the
Addis Ababa Action Agenda and the 2030 Agenda fast&nable Development.
However, the continent’s development prioritiesaltdnges and opportunities were
not only global in nature but also shaped by regli@md national dimensions. While
the 2030 Agenda and the Addis Ababa Action Agendsiged a supportive and
enabling global environment for the implementatafnAfrican countries’ national
development plans, the frameworks were not desigmedpture the totality of the
continent’s development priorities. Agenda 2063jetber with its first 10-year
implementation plan, constituted Africa’s regiondévelopment framework. It
complemented and reinforced the global agenda kingainto account region-
specific and transboundary initiatives, such aangjthening Africa’s cultural identity
and common heritage and fostering an integratedoaiitically united Africa based
on the ideals of pan-Africanism and the Africanaissance.

363. Turning to the experience of Ethiopia in integrgtiglobal and continental
frameworks into national development plans, he shat Ethiopia’s growth and
transformation plans represented a new generafioiev®lopment frameworks that
went beyond poverty reduction. The second growthtaansformation plan, which
covered the period 2016-2020, was intended to fmamsthe country’s economy and
facilitate its graduation from least developed dogstatus. In the spirit of adopting
an integrated approach to the implementation oR0%0 Agenda and Agenda 2063,
Ethiopia had already started reflecting the gofitsoth agendas in the second growth
and transformation plan. He concluded by urgingistéms to be ambitious and
disciplined in the implementation of national de@hent objectives whilst ensuring
judicious use of limited resources. He then dedaypen the 2016 session of the
Conference of Ministers.

Election of the Bureau and adoption of the ageradand
programme of work [Agenda item 2]

364. The following countries were elected to form ther&au:
Chair: South Africa
First Vice-Chair: Democratic Republic of the Congo
Second Vice-Chair: Algeria
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Third Vice-Chair:  Cote d’lvoire
Rapporteur: Uganda

365. The agenda and programme of work were adopted mdatamendments:
1. Opening of the meeting

2. Election of the Bureau and adoption of the agenuth @ogramme
of work

3. High-level ministerial policy dialogue on the themé the ninth
Joint Annual Meetings: “Towards an integrated ancherent
approach to the implementation, monitoring and e&tbn of
Agenda 2063 and the Sustainable Development Goals”

4. High-level round-table discussions

5. Consideration of the report and major recommenadatiof the
meeting of the Committee of Experts, and considenatand
adoption of the draft resolutions

6. Consideration and adoption of the draft ministest@tement
7. Other matters

8. Closing of the meeting

High-level ministerial policy dialogue on the tleme of the
ninth Joint Annual Meetings: “ Towards an integrated and
coherent approach to the implementation, monitoringand
evaluation of Agenda 2063 and the Sustainable Dewgiment
Goals” [Agenda item 3]

366. Prior to the start of the high-level ministerial ligy dialogue, the
participants heard from two representatives of@hebal Alliance for Vaccines
and Immunization. Ms. Ngozi Okonjo-lweala, Board athof the Global
Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization, said thadrethan 60 per cent of the
Global Alliance’s funds were spent in 40 Africanuedries. Highlighting the
important role that vaccines and immunization coubdiay in social
development, she cited the high rate of returnnmhunization, which was the
most efficient way of spending health dollars. Mitgirs of finance and health
had an important role to play in the promotion wfmunization at the national
level by pushing for adequate resources to be athxtto it in national budgets.
Lastly, she commended those countries that weragdaiell with regard to
immunization and encouraged others to follow.

367. Mr. Seth Berkley, Chief Executive Officer of the ablal Alliance for
Vaccines and Immunization, highlighted the impottanrie that vaccination and
immunization played in increasing gross nationatoime. He said that
immunization led to reduced sickness, reduced e&egt burden, improved
learning and increased productivity, with a retaminvestment of up to 44 times
as a result of immunization. However, children é¢ouned to die from lack of
immunization due to remote locations, lack of po&t will, inadequate
monitoring and competing health priorities, amonbes reasons. The Global
Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization had managededuce the vaccine
cost for the collection of current vaccines fronoab$950 to $35, although that
was still considered high. He outlined the costrsitaagreement between the
Global Alliance and member countries, which wasetefent on the wealth of
the country, and warned that the cost of inacticas vinigh, with substantial
amounts of funding required in the event of outleeaConcluding, he called
upon countries to prioritize investment in immunization; ensure a vaccine line
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item in health budgets; focus on equity by investing in health to fully immunize
every child; act now to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals and Agenda
2063; and become immunization champions.

Presentations

368. The high-level ministerial policy dialogue was cteal by Mr. Lopes. The
panel was made up of Ms. Zaineb Shasuna-Ahmed,d#inof State for Budget
and National Planning of Nigeria; Mr. Maged Abdelaziz, United Nations Under-
Secretary-General and Special Adviser to the Sarydheneral on Africa; and
Mr. Anthony Mothae Maruping, Commissioner for Ecomo Affairs at the
African Union Commission. The Chair explained thds. Shasuna-Ahmed
would talk about the country perspective vis-a-the implementation of the
various development agendadr. Abdelaziz would discuss how the United
Nations envisaged the unfolding of the 2030 Agenfda Sustainable
Development; and Mr. Maruping would talk about Africa’s perspectives on the
domestication of Agenda 2063 and how Africa codldrathe various agendas.

369. Ms. Shasuna-Ahmed said that there were high leeélpoverty and
inequality in Nigeria. Agenda 2063 and the SusthieaDevelopment Goals
would help to improve livelihoods and diversify treconomy. Domestic
resource mobilization was a priority for Nigeriadatine country was looking to
formalize the informal sector in an effort to ingse the tax base. The country
was working to domesticate Agenda 2063 and the 2ahda and mainstream
them into the national development plan. In thafarel, a national monitoring
and evaluation framework incorporating the two adpsiwas being developed
to allow for integrated reporting. She called upte African Union and the
Economic Commission for Africa to help the contibheiw harmonize the
selection of priorities, goals and indicators ard develop a harmonized
monitoring and evaluation framework for a coherapproach in implementing
the two agendas.

370. Mr. Abdelaziz said that the post-2015 developmege¢rada should be
viewed holistically to include the Sustainable Dieymment Goals, the Addis
Ababa Action Agenda and the Paris Agreement. Hermended the efforts of
the various stakeholders, which had led to the 26415 development agenda
being a success for Africa. In order to achieveesgy between the Sustainable
Development Goals and Agenda 2063, there was a bmeathderstand the
people-centred approach of both agendas. Manyeoétimtinent’s priorities had
been included in the Sustainable Development Gtwsks to the common
African position on the post-2015 development agenalthough there were
differences regarding implementation times and dmbi The Office of the
Special Adviser on Africa could play a role in bgidg the reporting gap among
the global, continental and national agendas. Age2@63 could spur regional
integration through the implementation of its flags programmes. He
highlighted the important role that the United Nats system could play in
helping Africa to implement Agenda 2063 through fRegional Coordination
Mechanism for Africa. In that regard, it was ne@agsfor the United Nations
to allocate financial resources and to issue a Gerfessembly resolution in
support of Agenda 2063 as the new development agyéardAfrica.

371. Mr. Maruping, addressing the question of how Afriwas approaching
the implementation of Agenda 2063 and the 2030 Algein an integrated
manner, said that the 17 goals of the 2030 Agerathdmanated from Africa
through the common African position on the post2@levelopment agenda.
Agenda 2063 and the 2030 Agenda were, therefoready in harmony with
one another because the same African stakeholdatdben consulted in the
formulation process. However, Agenda 2063 was beodltan the 2030 Agenda
as it encompassed political and cultural aspectdesklopment, in addition to
the economic, social and environmental aspectshef 2030 Agenda. By
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implementing Agenda 2063, Africa would thereforesalbe on track to
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. Atgdeal had already been
done in the area of integrating the two agendas amte, including mapping of
goals, targets and indicators to identify areasmfvergence and divergence. A
technical team composed of officials from the AfnicUnion Commission, the
Economic Commission for Africa, the African Developnt Bank, the New
Partnership for Africa’s Development and the Afmcaapacity-Building
Foundation was working on a monitoring and evalkuaframework that would
cater for both agendas. A single unified report ldobe prepared to track
progress in the implementation of the integrateératp. He concluded by
stressing that Agenda 2063 wasnbitious but achievable, as it had been
inclusive in the formulation process and meansngflementation identified.

Discussion

372. Inthe ensuing discussion, the participants rasadmber of issues. They
underscored the importance of strengthening natioapacities in statistics for

sound monitoring and evaluation of the Sustain&l#eelopment Goals. In that

regard, the need to establish a global partnerihigdata as a matter of urgency
was emphasized.

373. Given the mitigated success of the Millennium Deyghent Goals, the
participants also said that there was a need toomgpthe tracking of progress
in achieving the Sustainable Development Goalsexpkrience-sharing among
countries. In that regard, they suggested thatBbhenomic Commission for
Africa and the African Union Commission should jofarces to develop a
composite, synthetic indicator that would be aldlestmmarize progress in the
three dimensions of the Sustainable DevelopmentlsGaad rank countries
according to their progress, to enable them to ateulnd learn from one
another.

374. The participants noted the differences in contex technical capacities
of countries for the integration of Agenda 2063 ahd 2030 Agenda at the
national level. In that regard, they emphasizedrtbed for clear and specific
guidance from the African Union Commission and Bmnomic Commission
for Africa, in addition to information-sharing fromountries that had already
conducted the domestication exercise, on how ttecethe two agendas into
national plans and frameworks. They called on tifreicAn Union Commission
and the Economic Commission for Africa to provigehnical assistance and
capacity-building to countries in order to facitiegethe integration process at the
national level, particularly for post-conflict cowies, which might face
particular challenges.

375. Lastly, the participants noted the importance oftisg up effective
institutions to ensure the successful implementatié the two agendas at the
national level.

Recommendations

376. In the light of the discussions, the ConferenceMifisters made the
following recommendations:

(@) The African Union Commission, in collaboration witthe
Economic Commission for Africa and other partneshpuld streamline the
reporting process to ensure coherence, tracking and monitoring and evaluation;

(b)  The Secretary-General of the United Nationsusthqrioritize the
establishment of a global partnership for data wundénited Nations
intergovernmental processes, consistent with ppieebased partnerships and
as provided for in the Secretary-General's synthesport entitled “The Road
to Dignity by 20307
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(c)  The African Union, the United Nations and otipartners should
provide technical and financial assistance to bmakt-conflict countries and
countries experiencing conflict to help them to lempent Agenda 2063 and the
Sustainable Development Goals;

(d) The General Assembly of the United Nations dHoadopt a
resolution and allocate financial resources to tRegional Coordination
Mechanism for Africa in support of Agenda 2063 &® thew development
agenda for Africa.

High-level round-table discussiongAgenda item 4]

Harmonization, synergies and sensitization: thaeed for a coherent
development approach

377. The first round-table discussion was moderated sy Blamini Zuma.
The panel was made up of Ms. Frannie Lautier, Se¥ioe-President of the
African Development BankMr. Mukhisa Kituyi, Secretary-General of the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development; and Mr. Abdou Kolley,
Minister of Finance and Economic Affairs of the Gaimn

Discussion

378. Introducing the topic of the round-table discussidhe moderator
emphasized the need for synergies and harmonizdtedween the regional
long-term development framework (Agenda 2063) amel global framework
(the 2030 Agenda), given that the two had similarsjectives. Cross-
collaboration between government policymakers amal fgrivate sector, civil
society and other relevant stakeholders was nepgdsaaddition, she stressed
the need to raise awareness of both agendas arhengublic with a view to
harnessing national ownership, which was essentfal effective
implementation.

379. There was general consensus among the panelligteeameed to enhance
harmonization and synergies between the two ageimdarsier for the continent
to achieve the expected results. Monitoring and leation of the
implementation of the agendas had two important ppses, namely
accountability and learning. The Joint Annual Meg8 were seen as an
important platform to share best practices and nefiom other countries
regarding the implementation of development agenttasas also highlighted
that some of the initiatives currently being impkemed by key pan-African
institutions were also encompassed in Agenda 2663.instance, four out of
the five priority areas of the African DevelopmeBiank (feed Africa, power
Africa, integrate Africa and industrialize Africajere integrated into Agenda
2063, which was an advantage for the implementatibAgenda 2063 on the
continent. The continent should take advantagengbing flagship projects and
fast-track initiatives of the African Union, sucls dahe African commodity
strategy, the continental financial institutiongdahe pan-African e-network, as
instruments to fast-track implementation.

380. All the panellists underscored the need for mem®&tes to focus on
implementation and effective communication at aldls. Prioritizing the
implementation of Agenda 2063 and the Sustainalgledlbpment Goals should
be key to all government policymakers. Pan-Afridastitutions such as the
Economic Commission for Africa, the African Uniono@mission and the
African Development Bank, working in close collaption with other
stakeholders including universities, should provsd@port to member States in
designing sound strategies aimed at promoting &ffedmplementation of the
two agendas.
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381. Implementation of the two agendas in parallel wasuge and complex
task and that developing a coherent frameworkititagrated both agendas was
crucial. There were challenges ahead, in partictdding commodity prices,
which had negative implications for the gross donweproduct (GDP) and
fiscal space of commodity-exporting countries. lddaion, the substantial
decrease in official development assistance (ODA} w&lso having a negative
impact on many developing countries. The curreopdn ODA flows to Africa
had been triggered by the massive influx of migsatt developed countries,
especially in Europe, which meant that a numbeintdrnational partners had
switched their support from ODA to the migrant is

382. The panellists noted that the 2030 Agenda and Age2@63 were not
dissimilar, with both aiming to achieve similar ebjives. Given that Africa
was part of the global community, there was a needarmonize the two
agendas, to bring them into line with national depenent strategies and ensure
effective implementation. This would play a sigondht role in reducing
implementation costs and improving evaluation aegorting at national and
international levels. However, there were two metiallenges to consider. First,
the timeframes set for each agenda were differEnbught would have to be
given to how a long-term continental framework ded into 10-year
implementation plans could be reflected in a 45grear national plan. Second,
the financial resources needed were considerabie.addition to ODA,
mobilizing domestic resources would be criticaloimer for member States to
achieve the goals and targets of the agendas.

383. Following the panel’s discussion, the participaatgeed that the two

agendas were similar and complemented each otherefsure effective

implementation, the participants emphasized thedne® domesticate the
indicators contained in the two agendas into natiaevelopment strategies.
That would go some way to addressing the problestafce financial resources
for the implementation of development goals, whinany African countries

were facing. Indeed, harmonization of global anditarental agendas into
national development strategies and programmesdvoelp member States by
prioritizing budget allocation to the implementatiof such programmes. There
was also a need for increased domestic resourcdimation to avoid the heavy

dependency of member States on donor support iriniipéementation of the

two agendas.

384. The need for data to monitor the implementatiorboth agendas was
raised by many participants, with concerns raissghrding the unavailability
of data in many African member States despite &forade by the continent to
improve statistics. They called on the pan-Afrigastitutions, including the
Economic Commission for Africa, the African Uniono@mission and the
African Development Bank, to help member Statesiévelop a framework
linking the indicators of both agendas to curreevelopment goals for easy
monitoring and accountability. Member States shalib make use of existing
research institutions, universities and initiativesch as the African Peer
Review Mechanism to monitor and assess developmartdicators.
Nevertheless, despite the call for improved momitgy the participants said it
was more important to focus on implementation of #gendas first, before
trying to measure the results.

385. Although there were calls to accelerate the harmaton of the
implementation of the two agendas at national legtiers pointed out that how
to achieve such harmonization was a challenge gihe African countries
were at different levels of development. Solidadtyong African countries was
one of the solutions put forward, with participapteposing that countries with
strong economies could assist ones with weaker @woogs, including
landlocked countries, in the implementation andi@eément of both agendas.
Some participants noted that there was ongoing baination of activities and
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programmesn some subregions of the continent, such as Heeaf integrated

accounting systems, the introduction of monetatggnation such as the West
African Monetary Zone, and the construction of yyepower pools such as the
Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam, which would be &blsupply electricity

not only to Ethiopia but also to neighbouring caued. In that regard, the
participants called for incremental harmonizatiord amplementation of the

agendas.

386. In addition to financial resources, achieving thevelopment goals
required the coordination of regional efforts byAfrican member States, such
as visa exemptions through the implementation otgeols on free movement
of people and trade facilitation to improve the rament of goods, persons and
capital across the region. Competitive advantagesuld also be fostered.
Where necessary, public-private partnerships shdddencouraged in the
implementation of development agendas, althoughetiweas a need to strike a
balance between government and private sector wamént. Governments
should play a leading role in areas where theyiti@ually did better, and vice
versa.

387. Lastly, the participants underscored the need farmimer States to
improve international communication and coordinatia the implementation
of the developmental goals. At the national letlegére should be coherence and
coordination among line ministries. All ministrieshould be aware of and
involved in the implementation of the developmergahls. At the continental
level, Africa should be able to speak with one wowhen communicating with
the international community.

Recommendations
388. Following the discussion, the following recommendas were made:

(@) Member States should accelerate the harmonizatfoAgenda
2063 and the 2030 Agenda with their national depelent strategies and plans
in order to concurrently achieve the targets of the two agendas;

(b) Member States should focus their efforts on indicatthat are
measureable and achievable;

(c) Member States should enhance their efforts to im@rdata in
order to effectively measure the indicators of the development agendas;

(d) Member States should enhance domestic resourcelimation for
the achievement ahe developmental agendas;

(e) Development partners should strengthen their comeit to
providing financial resources for the implementatiof the development
agendas;

()] Member States should prioritize the domesticatidnAgenda
2063 and the 2030 Agenda inteir national development strategies and plans;

(9) Cross-collaboration between government policymakans the
private sector, civil society and other relevanaksholders should be
encouraged;

(h) Regional coherence should be improved by workirasely with
the regional economic communities to reach out aoious stakeholders and
identify best practices;

0] Given that effective public-private partnershipse agritical in
order to respond to resource constraints, off-btidgeovision for such
partnerships should be allocated as a short-tedatisa.
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2.

(a)

Integration of the results framework, monitoring and evaluation

389. The second round-table discussion was moderated Moy Calle
Schlettwein, Minister of Finance of Namibia. Thenph was made up of
Mr. Bahati Lukwebo, Minister of Economy of the Deanatic Republic of the
Congo; Ms. Edith Clemence Yaka, Minister Delegate to the Budget of Burkina
Faso; Mr. Gyan Chandra Acharya, United Nations Under-Secretary-General and
High Representative for the Least Developed Coesfri Landlocked
Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States; and Mr. Emmanuel
Nnadozie, Executive Secretary of the African CapaBiuilding Foundation.
Each panellist gave a short presentation and a rgérdiscussion ensued
thereafter.

Presentations

390. Mr. Lukwebo talked about his country’s experienaal &xplained that
the Democratic Republic of the Congo had integrathé Sustainable
Development Goals into its national plans. In redtign of the convergence
between Agenda 2063 and the 2030 Agenda, the nramjtand evaluation
frameworks of national implementation plans shooédbrought into line with
those envisioned in both agendas.

391. Ms. Yakasaid that Burkina Faso was on track regarding degints
national development plan, which was known as tlaiomal social and
economic development programme. That was being dbremugh a national
institutional mechanism comprising a strategic guice committee, a technical
committee and a drafting committee. A round tableuld be held to bring
together both technical and financial partnersrtiernalize international and
regional commitments, including Agenda 2063and 2080 Agenda into the
country’s national plan.

392. Mr. Acharya said that, owing to the high convergerand synergies
between Agenda 2063 and the 2030 Agenda, thereawsed for a common,
integrated framework for results, monitoring andleration. Such a framework
would facilitate the early achievement of resultsl keep the momentum going
with a view to creating greater impact. To that emthovative technologies
must be utilized to facilitate production and wédtion of new analytical

insights emanating from disaggregated data. Theottamce of an integrated
approach had become increasingly apparent, esheamathe context of least

developed countries, landlocked developing coustriend small island

developing States with limited existing nationapaaities.

393. Mr. Nnadozie said that integration of the resuteniework was possible
given that the Sustainable Development Goals werkezlded in Agenda 2063
and hence the latter could serve as a vessel tovedethe Sustainable
Development Goals, as the Goals dealt with econpsticial and sustainability
issues, while Agenda 2063 addressed the same issweddition to political,

cultural and continent-specific matters such asaeal integration. Under the
leadership of the African Union, Africa had alreadylopted a credible
integration approach for the results framework thaduld lead to the
domestication of the harmonized agendas at theonediand national levels,
the establishment of a monitoring and evaluatiamfework that would cater
for both agendas, the compilation and issuancesifigle periodic performance
report, and the establishment of an accountabithannel. The 12 flagship
projects of Agenda 2063 that were already beinglémented were a sign of
the progress being made by Africa. He acknowlediwdcritical role of data
and statistics for implementation and called forensupport for the continent’s
statisticians. Recognizing the role that the Afnidanion was already playing,
he singled out financing, capacity and coordinatigrthe key things that Africa
must pay attention to. He concluded by pledging ¢betinued support of the
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African Capacity-Building Foundation to member $&tn addressing capacity
and financial challenges.

Discussion

394. During the ensuing discussion, the participantsedia number of points,
including the definition and harmonization of indtors, capacity development
and financing.

395. With regard to the definition of indicators, therpeipants acknowledged

the work that had already been done on the re$tdteework and agreed that
monitoring should be gradual to ensure that thécesland indicators developed
captured the process within member States basethein capabilities and

priorities.

396. A common framework was necessary to ensure tha datre collected
using the same standards. Harmonization, includerg ante or prior
harmonization of the indicators, would provide tiecessary metadata against
which progress could be measured. That would reqdéafining a systematic
pyramid and hierarchy of indicators.

397. There was a need for skills development and capdmitlding to ensure
proper monitoring, evaluation and reporting. WeHihed professionals such as
statisticians were needed to ensure that each rseae taken into account.
Financing was also identified as critical to thecsess of the Agendas,
especially as far as monitoring, evaluation andrépg were concerned.

Recommendations
398. Based on the discussion, the following recommermadstivere made:

(a) African countries should set up a results framewanikhin a
harmonized monitoring and evaluation frameworkhet hational level with a
view to achieving the harmonization of Agenda 2@&8 the 2030 Agenda 2030
with national plans;

(b)  The African Union Commission and the Economic Comssion
for Africa should prepare guidelines on how to grate the results framework,
monitoring, evaluation and reporting of Agenda 2@8@ the 2030 Agenda and
provide support to African countries in adaptingisiguidelines to their own
context;

(c) To ensure coherence in the follow-up process, thie& Regional
Forum on Sustainable Developmeartd the Bahir Dar follow-up mechanisms
should constitute the platform for follow-up andiiew of Agenda 2063 and the
2030 Agenda;

(d)  The African Union Commission, the Economic Comnussior
Africa, other United Nations agencies and the AdricCapacity-Building
Foundation, in collaboration with statistical traig centres, should support the
development of capacity in monitoring, evaluatioeporting and statistics at
all levels in African countries.

Financing
Discussion

399. The third round-table discussion was moderated sy Malado Kaba,
Minister of Economy and Finance of Guinea. The pléste were Ms. Monah
Quartey Deputy Minister of Finance and Economic Planning of Ghana;
Mr. Fred Omach, Minister of State for Finance, Plany and Economic
Development of Uganda; and Mr. Erastus Mwencha, Deputy Chairperson of the
African Union Commission.
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400. The moderator set the scene by noting that the 2@&hda and Agenda
2063 would require increased financing. At a timkeew ODA was decreasing
owing to the migrant crisis and falling oil prices,was essential to mobilize
domestic resources. Indeed, at the Third Intermati€onference on Financing
for Development, it was said that 70 per cent ef¢bntinent’s financing should
be raised domestically, which would bring more difbto financing for
development. Public-private partnerships, remitenand widened tax bases
were also important. However, sontgpes of financing came with risks.
Referring to Guinea’s experience, the moderatord stiat public-private
partnerships, for example, could endanger fiscatanability if they were not
set up correctly. In addition, Africa needed stgiés to reduce its vulnerability
to external shocks.

401. Ms. Quartey said that Ghana’s national developrageinda — the Ghana
shared growth and development agenda — set outdhatry’s development
priorities for the period 2014-2017. It had fouimary pillars: putting people

first, having a strong and resilient economy, emsyrtransparency and
accountable governance, and filling infrastructuigaps. Ghana was also
working on a longer-term development strategy f0b62, within which short-

and medium-term plans would be derived. All thenglavould be aligned with

Agenda 2063 and the Sustainable Development Goals.

402. At the start, Ghana had financed its developmemrindg from both the
usual external sources such as ODA and foreignctlirevestment, as well as
internally. However, when Ghana had become a lowaldle-income country,

external sources of finance had dwindled, requirithg country to find

alternative, internal sources of financing.

403. Ghana had succeeded in creating investment cord@leamong its
external partners, such as the International Mayeffaind, by holding regular
performance reviews, ensuring fiscal discipline avidening the fiscal space
to ensure macroeconomic stabilization. Ghana hadeased tax revenues by
undertaking reforms in tax administration and rex®nmanagement and
introducing electronic platforms for tax collecti@nd expenditure tracking.
The country had also introduced an integrated fii@rmanagement system to
rationalize public expenditure, including payingas#ées electronically to get
rid of ghost employees. State-owned enterprisesshaded borrowing on State
guarantees to decrease public debt service. Themkise Eurobonds that the
country had begun issuing, Ghana had created fisgate. The country was
also approaching private equity funds operatinghbatternationally and
continentally. Using revenue from oil, the countigd set up a sovereign wealth
fund and an infrastructure investment fund to peottself from fluctuations in
the price of oil. Ghana had issued diaspora bomdsvérious infrastructure
projects, and was exploring the use of municipahd® to provide local
authorities with the resources to fund priority dbgrojects. Ghana had also
subscribed to the Africa50 Infrastructure Fund aseans to find future sources
of funding of its infrastructure programme.

404. Mr. Omach said that Africa’s central bank reservestalling some
$600 billion, were kept in Europe and the Unitedt8s of America, rather than
on the continent. The African Development Bank waserned by Africa and
had an AAA rating, yet the bank was not used enofaghinancing projects.
He asked why African countries should continue tauggle to secure loans
from development partners when they could potelytialccess national or
regional resources through central banks and imvest banks. Moreover,
funds borrowed from external sources were frequemsit fully utilized, with a
rate of absorption of only 50 per cent, despite fibet that interest had to be
paid fully on such loans. Insisting on the impoxanof utilizing African
institutions to achieve the goals set out in Age8€63, he said that the African
Development Bank should finance the implementabbAgenda 2063, while



E/2016/38
E/ECA/CM/49/10

instruments such as diaspora bonds should faalitet implementation and
financing. A declaration should be issued calling &ll of Africa’s reserves to
be lodged in the African Development Bank to enahkefunds to yield a good
dividend and to be utilized in Africa to furtheretlyoals of Agenda 2063.

405. Africa should allocate some of those resourcesdastrialization, power
generation and the development of power grids. dgtictric power could be
extended across borders for the effective indulszagion of Africa. There was
also a need to add value to raw materials to enthaie more revenue was
generated for development programmes. Domesticmewveollection and low
domestic capital formation were two other major lidrages for Africa. Lastly,
efforts should be made to increarta-African trade, which accounted for less
than 20 per cent of the continent’s total trade.

406. Mr. Erastus Mwencha said that Africa was committedmplementing
Agenda 2063 as a strategy for economic transfoionaaind inclusive growth.
The key feature of Agenda 2063 and the SustainBleleelopment Goals was
the need to transform, industrialize and change sheicture of African
economies. If this was to happen, the current ghaveajectory needed to change.
The current growth rate of 4 peent was unlikely to yield the results required;
instead Africa needed to be growing by at lease® gent. The continent must
plug the large investment gap and strive to raeeibvestment rate to around
25 per cent of GDP. Africa also needed to mobiligefficient domestic
resources. The continent should strive to cover @@0cent of administrative
costs and develop a portfolio of bankable projeotstilize idle funds such as
those in pension funds and central bank reservesaddition, domestic
resources should fund 75 percent of Agenda 2068ist 10-year
implementation plan and 25 per cent of African pdaeping efforts. African
sovereign funds contained in excess of $600 billibat the returns did not
benefit Africa. Another major challenge facing tleentinent was how to
mobilize international funds. The Middle East andif@ were sitting on huge
sovereign funds and Africa needed to be able t@eittthose funds with viable
projects. Lastly, he said that industrialization swkey for transformation.
Governments needed to prioritize the flow of finemgcand channel it towards
industry in particular.

407. The moderator then opened the floor for generakculsion. Some

participants voiced the opinion that Africans h#&e twrong attitude towards
development, which jeopardized the successful imgletation of development
frameworks at the national and regional levels. fRetance, up to 75 per cent
of the African Union’s budget was funded by extdnpartners because African
countries were not paying their contributions. Sarly, some African countries

continued to rely on external support to financeitllevelopment initiatives.

408. Participants observed that accurately assessingtdRepotential of
countries and sustaining tax revenues in the largit was essential for
increasing financing for development. Tax potentias difficult to assess,
owing to large informal sectors in most African odties and tax exemptions.
In that regard, reliable data were essential.

409. Among the measures for enhancing domestic resoumobilization
discussed by the participants, it was noted th#éxble tax system could be
beneficial to the development of the private seatod could lead to increased
public revenues. Exploiting pension funds was atkmntified as a good option.
The contribution of the financial sector was alsgportant.

410. Financial inclusion reforms and interventions wéwmy to expanding
access to finance and financial products, therebgting jobs, facilitating self-
employment and reducing poverty. In particular,tiggpants underscored the
importance of making financing accessible and afatle for small and
medium enterprises. Financial inclusion reforms antgrventions targeting
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smallholder farmers and leveraging value chaineyst would boost domestic
resource mobilization and strengthen institutionsd goint programming,
particularly between central banks, tax revenuehatties and national
statistics offices.

411. The potential of illicit financial flows to financAfrica's development
was highlighted, with participants pointing out timeportance of reliable data
and statistics. In particular, statistics on revenbalance of paymentasnd
reserves could help to curb illicit financial flowsfrican central bank reserves,
pension funds, remittances and diaspora bonds @a#si®identified as having
the potential to finance Africa’s development pii@s and structural
transformation needs. Regarding external borrowasga potential source of
development finance, participants said that ris&rglg and mitigation
measures were necessary in order to relieve ndtio@lance sheets of debt-
related risks. In addition, there was a need tocatkicitizens and engage them
through measures such as a simplified citizensgeadwhich would allow them
to understand what their Government was doing.

412. Participants also highlighted the importance of tWosrld Bank’s
International Comparison Programme. The findingshefprogramme could be
used to compare regional markets in terms of comdgiom and production,
which would be useful for devising proper industtrsrategies for African
countries, based on consumption and productiorepadt It would also help to
better define the infrastructure needed to fostetratAfrican trade and
industrialization. The findings of the Internatidn@omparison Programme
should be better exploited by policymakers, withe tlinvolvement of
statisticians. Cross-border financing for developmprogrammes, supported
by the African Union and the regional economic commities, was also
discussed in the context of high-quality data, esgéy on the tax potential of
countries, and markets of consumption and produactio

413. The participants reflected on the need to enhantra-African trade and
establish an African commodity stock market thatildobe effective in building
investor confidence. In that context, it was im@amittto share success stories
and expertise among African countries.

414. Arepresentative of the African Development Banikdghat the bank had
an ambitious 10-year strategy called the High Fiesansform the continent’s
economic landscape. The five main areas were “lightand power Africa”,
“feed Africa”, “integrate Africa”, “industrialize Aica” and “improve quality
of life for the people of Africa”. In September Zthe bank had launched a
new deal for energy in Africa worth $12 billion avthe following five years.
The bank would also inject $40-50 billion into eggiinitiatives and work with
finance ministers to increase the share of natidalgets spent on the energy
sector from 0.3 per cent of GDP to over 3 per cé&iere were also plans to
scale up investment in water and sanitation, skidselopment, education and
combatting youth unemployment, with the bank wogkiactively with the
African Union and the Economic Commission for A&ion such initiatives.
Providing Africa’s youth with relevant skills woulenable the implementation
of the continent’s growth agenda, create at le&sin#lion jobs and help stem
the tide of migration.

Recommendations

415. In the light of the discussions, the following recmendations were
made:

(a) Countries should enhance domestic resource mohbizamaking
it the first source of financing for Agenda 2063 darithe Sustainable
Development Goals; undertake tax reforms and establish a flexible tax system
to allow the private sector to grow and inaeaublic revenue; take action to
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deepen and widen their financial systems; and promote financial inclusion and
access to finance through financial sector reforingarticular for small and
medium enterprises and smallholder farmers

(b) Bold action should be taken to curb illicit finangi through the
strengthening of institutional frameworks. A crassuntry institutional
arrangement should be introduced, with integratedisgtics. Joint initiatives
aiming to foster cross-border exchanges throughrowed financial systems
should be supported by the regional economic comtiasnto help land-locked
countries

(c) Beyond mobilizing financing for Agenda 2063 and Bestainable
Development Goals, emphasis should be placed ongtiadity of spending.
Every cent spent on the implementation of the tweralas should bring about
optimum outcomes

(d) There is a need to take advantage of the developp@ential of
the African diaspora by setting up an optimal eamment. There is also an
urgent need to take advantage of the resourcesfotah central banks to
catalyse the investments needed for Africa’s strtadttransformation

(e) Insisting on the importance of utilizing African stitutions to
achieve the goals set out in Agenda 2063, a dettbarahould be issued calling
for all of the continent’s reserves to be lodgedhea African Development Bank
to enable the funds to yield a good dividend anditiézed to finance Agenda
2063. The African Development Bank should finanhe tmplementation of
Agenda 2063, while instruments such as diasporadba@hould facilitate its
implementation and financing

()] There is a need to educate the public and engag® through
measures such as a simplified citizens’ budgetrtabée them to understand
what their Governments are doing. In line with thisis important to link the
financing of Agenda 2063 to the most vulnerablegledo ensure that they are
the ones who galvanize change from the bottom. Mymeerally, Africa needs
a paradigm shift, a change of mind-sets and attisuwards development. To
achieve that, countries need, among other thindseteer focus on education,
health and communication.

Consideration of the report and major recommend#ons of
the meeting of the Committee of Experts, and consideration
and adoption of the draft resolutions[Agenda item 5]

416. The participants considered the report of the nmgetf the Committee
of Experts, together with the Committee’s recommnegiwhs, set out as 17 draft
resolutions. Following a discussion on some issireghe report and the
resolutions, the participants took note of the mepgnd endorsed the draft
resolutions with some amendments.

Consideration and adoption of the draft ministerial statement
[Agenda item 6]

417. The participants considered a draft version of iifiaisterial statement,
made general comments and observations and propmgear amendments.

Following those observations, the ministerial sta¢@t was unanimously
adopted, as amended.

Other matters [Agenda item 7]

418. No matters were raised under the agenda item.
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H.

Closing of the meeting[Agenda item 8]

419. Closing remarks were made by Mr. Lopes, Ms. Dlamfima and
Mr. Matata Ponyo. They applauded the African Uni@Gommission and the
Economic Commission for Africa for their strong afrditful collaboration in
serving Africa and the successful organization bé tninth Joint Annual
Meetings. They also commended the proactive anecéffe participation of the
experts and the in-depth discussions on the themféch had resulted in
comprehensive recommendations and 17 resolutiorst thwould shape
countries’ priorities moving forward.

420. They emphasized the fact that Agenda 2063 and @86 Agenda offered

important opportunities to accelerate the inclusared sustainable structural
transformation of Africa. They noted with satisfet the agreement and
collective commitment of member States to urgeftlyld synergies between
Agenda 2063 and the 2030 Agenda and their clearudation on what it would

take to incorporate both agendas into their natidlexelopment plans.

421. They emphasized the importance of statistics, mptitat accurate, high-
guality and timely statistics were essential foe #ffective implementation of
the integrated agendas, as well as for trackingmass.

422. They also stressed the importance of domestic megomobilization
given the drastic reduction of ODA. In that regattdey underscored the need
to promote mutual financial and technical suppogchanisms among countries
through which those with more resource endowmentald lift up less
developed ones.

423. Lastly, they stressed that the spirit of pan-Afritsan would help to turn
the rich ideas discussed during the Joint Annuaktihgs into a call to action
and encourage all to rise to the challenge.

424, After the customary exchange of courtesies, theiiCihan declared the
meeting closed.
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Annex |

Ministerial statement

We, African ministers of finance, planning, economic development and
integration,

1. Meeting in Addis Ababa on 4 and 5 April 2016, faetninth Joint Annual
Meetings of the African Union Specialized Technid@bmmittee on Finance,
Monetary Affairs, Economic Planning and Integration and the Economic
Commission for Africa Conference of African Minisseof Finance, Planning and
Economic Development,

2. Honoured by the presence of the Prime Minister wfidpia, Hailemariam

Dessalegn, the Vice-President of Namibia, Nickegmio, the Prime Minister of the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Augustin Matat&y, members of the African
Forum of former Heads of State and Government, igmre of our national and
regional central banks, and other high-level daynits and special guests,

3. Having deliberated on the theme “Towards an integkaand coherent
approach to the implementation, monitoring and wstédn of Agenda 2063 and the
Sustainable Development Goals” and cognizant thiah the advent of these two
agendas, the continent now has the frameworks fpraditative transition towards a
new transformative and people-centred developmeajedtory that combines
economic, social, and environmental and other dgveéntal considerations,

Do hereby state that:

4, We note that Africa’s growth rate declined slightty 3.7 per cent in 2015,
from 3.9 per cent in 2014. Nevertheless, the centis growth rate remained above
the global average and that of all other regiorsept for East and South Asia, owing
to continued improvement in economic governance amacroeconomic
management, increased domestic demand, and diedrsifde and investment ties
within Africa and between Africa and the rest of tivorld. Growth is expected to
increase in 2016 and 2017, driven mainly by strdmgestic demand and investment.
Internal and external risks, however, such as thakwecovery of the global economy
and the economic slowdown in emerging economieg,clemmodity prices and the
depreciation of currencies, weather-related shaoid security concerns in some
African countries, still pose threats to Africaisdeavours to achieve growth.

5. We recognize that Africa has made considerable rpesgtowards social

outcomes, with poverty levels dropping in the vasisubregions, albeit at a slow
pace. Notwithstanding these improvements, howerequalities persist with regard
to income, gender, youth, people with disabilitgcess to opportunities and
geographical location.

6. We also recognize that multiple development frantéwchave not met
Africa’s imperative for accelerated, inclusive anbtainable growth, thus weakening
the continent’s prospects for structural transfdioma

7. We acknowledge that Agenda 2063 and the 2030 Agémd&ustainable

Development offer a unique opportunity for Africa tachieve inclusive and
transformative development with equity. In this te, we underscore the
importance for Africa of adopting an integrated acwherent approach to the
implementation, monitoring and evaluation of Agerzl263 and the Sustainable
Development Goals.

8. We also acknowledge that the implementation oforépg on, and follow-up
to both agendas require a coherent strategy fomtegration of goals, targets and
indicators, along with a harmonized review and répg platform.
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9. We recognize that reporting on these two apparesgfyarate frameworks
could prove to be onerous and thus recommend thatifeed reporting platform
should be set in place consistent with the equingdef goals and targets established
through the goal, indicator mapping and costing@&se that has been undertaken.

10. We take note of the huge capacity requirementthfimplementation of both
Agenda 2063 and the 2030 Agenda and the criticabitance of prioritizing related
capacity-building at all levels.

11. We welcome continuing efforts by the African Uni@ommission, supported
by the Economic Commission for Africa and otheiliated United Nations agencies,
the African Development Bank, the NEPAD Planning &woordinating Agency, the
regional economic communities and African statigtis, to develop a core set of
continental indicators to track progress on bo#mags, taking into account the levels
of development of individual countries, in order facilitate benchmarking and
comparability. In this regard, we urge all relevastakeholders to enable the
operationalization of the pan-African institute &atistics with the proposed name of
the Nelson Mandela African Institute for StatistiosTunisia and the Pan-African
Statistical Training Centre in Céte d’lvoire.

12. We also encourage technical partners (the Africaiot) Commission, the

Economic Commission for Africa, the NEPAD Planniemgd Coordinating Agency,
the African Development Bank and the African Capa8iuilding Foundation), in

consultation with the regional economic communijtigs continue to develop a
common instrument for following up and reviewingpgress made with regard to
Agenda 2063 and the 2030 Agenda and reporting atfiopins such as the Africa
Regional Forum for Sustainable Development, thehHiéyel Political Forum on

Sustainable Development and the Bahir Dar followngzthanism.

13.  We acknowledge the efforts of the African Union Goission, supported by
the Economic Commission for Africa and other adfiid United Nations agencies,
the African Development Bank, the NEPAD Planning &woordinating Agency, the
African Peer Review Mechanism, the regional ecororeimmunities and member
States, to mainstream Agenda 2063 and the SustaiBatyelopment Goals into the
national development plans of African countriesllofeing the African Union
reporting architecture.

14. We also note that, through the process of theioripgration into national
development plans, the first 10-year implementapiam of Agenda 2063 endeavours
to integrate the two agendas. We appreciate thangasurement framework that has
been developed highlights the convergence of the agendas at the target level,
which has made it possible to identify common iathics. We recognize that these
synergies provide an opportunity to implement tie initiatives without unduly
burdening policymakers with multiple developmentinfieworks and onerous
transactions and coordination costs.

15. We are cognizant that Agenda 2063 and the Susteizvelopment Goals
have to be integrated into national developmemspknd the strategic plans of the
regional economic communities. We are aware thatAfiica Regional Forum on
Sustainable Development currently serves as thiénea’s platform for dialogue on
issues of sustainable development in the contetkiteoHigh-level Political Forum on
Sustainable Development. To ensure coherence ifollegv-up process, the Forum
and the Bahir Dar follow-up mechanism should cauatgithe platform for follow-up
and review of Agenda 2063 and the 2030 Agenda.

16. We note that a pivotal role in the process of ngigjlobal awareness is played
by such issues as Africa’s contribution to the timgfof the 2030 Agenda, setting out
the Sustainable Development Goals, the similaritedgveen these Goals and Agenda
2063, and the implications of these commonalit@stifie implementation process.
We recognize that both agendas are comprehengiakerpinned by an extensive
consultation process, and share common aspiradibsisuctural transformation and
sustainable development, and therefore compatible.
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17. We recognize that the implementation of both agendh require substantial
amounts of financial and non-financial resourcesnfiall sources. Cognizant of the
unpredictability of official development assistanoge underscore the role of
domestic resources as the main source of finanabdéawo agendas, in line with the
Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third Internatib@@nference on Financing for
Development.

18. We recall the commitment of the Addis Ababa Actidgenda to establish an
infrastructure platform aimed at coordinating inwesnts in infrastructure;
developing a technology facilitation mechanism tport innovation, science and
technology; strengthening international cooperatinriax matters to stem the tide of
illicit financial outflows; and improving capacite for domestic resource
mobilization.

19. We are mindful that climate change undermines Afsi@bility to attain its
development goals. We therefore welcome the adomtfahe Paris Agreement by
the Conference of the Parties to the United NatiBresmework Convention on
Climate Change and recognize the opportunitiestttagreement presents for the
transition to a low-carbon development pathway fric&.

20. We call upon the African Union Commission, supporiyy the Economic
Commission for Africa, the African Development Baarkd the NEPAD Planning and
Coordinating Agency, to assist member States ininipdementation of the Paris
Agreement, in particular with their nationally deténed contributions, to ensure
alignment of their national development plans wlith Agreement.

21. We recognize the key role of regional integratianthe implementation of
Agenda 2063 and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainablelbpment. We call upon the
United Nations to continue its support for Africé&¢ansformative agenda by aligning
itself with, and supporting the priorities of, tAérican Union, in particular Africa’s
aspirations for a continental free trade agreemesgional integration and trade,
industrialization and the related goals of Agen@&2 including the Programme for
Infrastructure Development in Africa, the Compresiea Africa Agriculture
Development Programme, the Science, Technology landvation Strategy for
Africa and the Action Plan for the Accelerated Isttial Development of Africa.

22. We also underscore the benefits of migration fooneeic and human
development in Africa. We therefore stress the irtgpe of cooperation at the
national, regional and international levels to easafe, orderly and regular migration
with respect for the human rights and dignity ofyrants, regardless of their origin
and status.

23. We acknowledge that promoting peace and securdycambating terrorism
are critical for Africa to achieve the desired depenent. We therefore invite member
States to join together to ensure that peace angligeare upheld in Africa and across
the world.

Vote of thanks

24. We thank the Government and people of Ethiopidatferhospitality that they
have continued to afford the African Union Comnussiand the Economic
Commission for Africa, and also for the courteggtended to us, which ensured the
success of our meetings.

25.  Finally, we wish to extend our gratitude to theiédin Union Commission and
the Economic Commission for Africa for successfutignvening the ninth Joint
Meetings of the African Union Specialized Technic@dmmittee on Finance,
Monetary Affairs, Economic Planning and Integrationd the Economic Commission
for Africa Conference of African Ministers of Finegy Planning and Economic
Development.
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the Economic Commission for Africa

937 (XLIX). Mainstreaming the 2030 Agenda for Sustmable
Development and Agenda 2063 into national strategic
frameworks, actions plans and programmes

The Conference of Ministers,

Welcoming with deep appreciation the adoption by the African Union
Assembly in January 2015 of Agenda 2063,

Welcoming the adoption by the General Assembly in Septer@bés of the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and thefaalits full and effective
implementation,

Mindful of the challenges associated with the implemematof the
Millennium Development Goals, and aware that thpl@mentation of Agenda 2063
and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Developmeihipadle even greater challenges
for member States owing to the larger number ofsy¢argets and indicators involved
and the focus on multidimensional sustainabilitgluding related global challenges
of technology, financing and statistics,

Taking note of the convergence of the two agendas and the teedsure
coherence and build synergies between them,

Concerned about the limited financial and human resourcesmiplementing
and monitoring development plans, in particularegivthe resource constraints
already experienced by the national statisticate$f

Aware that the core set of continental indicators shdwddderived from the
indicators in the 10-year implementation plan fgeAda 2063 and the global set of
indicators in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Dgwelent, taking into account the
commonalities and variations that exist betweertwteagendas,

1. Callsupon the African Union Commission, supported by the Exuoit
Commission for Africa, the African Development Bankegional economic
communities and the Planning and Coordinating Ageriche New Partnership for
Africa’s Development to create awareness among menftates about the
importance of a coherent and integrated approactheéoimplementation of and
follow-up to Agenda @263 and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development;

2. Requests the Economic Commission for Africa, the African iom
Commission and the African Development Bank to wtogether to establish
composite indicators to facilitate the strategicnitmring of Agenda 2063 and the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development;

3. Requests the African Union Commission, supported by the riouic
Commission for Africa, the African Development Bankegional economic
communities and the Planning and Coordinating Ageriche New Partnership for
Africa’s Development to foster the incorporation loéth agendas into national
strategic frameworks;
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4, Requests the Economic Commission for Africa, the African iom
Commission and the African Development Bank to tigvan integrated monitoring
and evaluation framework that will inform a singlanual progress report on the
implementation of both agendas;

5. Requests the Economic Commission for Africa and the Afriddnion
Commission to call upon the Secretary-General efUimited Nations to establish
expeditiously the Global Partnership for Sustaiaabévelopment Data under United
Nations intergovernmental processes, consisterit piinciple-based partnerships
and as provided for in the Secretary-General's I83gis Report entitled “The Road
to Dignity by 2030”;

6. Requests member States to take the necessary measuresotpanate
the goals, targets and indicators of Agenda 2063fae 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development;

7. Requests member States to take the necessary steps toateedgenda
2063 and the Sustainable Development Goal indisatoto their national
development plans.

B. Resolutions of the Economic Commission for Afria

938 (XLIX). Integrated reporting and follow-up on sustainable
development

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling that, since 2005, the progress reports on the Millen
Development Goals in Africa have provided a rigeraassessment of Africa’s
progress in achieving the Goals and served as ia fm@spolicy discussion, peer
learning and advocacy,

Noting that the reports have also provided the impetus stoong and
coordinated action by Africa’s top decision-mak&rsaccelerate progress towards
attainment of the Millennium Development Goals,

Acknowledging that the reports were jointly produced by the HEaonit
Commission for Africa, the African Union Commissjathe African Development
Bank and the United Nations Development Programomsyant to the mandate
conferred by the Assembly of Heads of State ande@uwent of the African Union
at its fourth ordinary session, in January 2005,

Recalling the commitments made by member States in the
Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third Internatib@anference on Financing for
Development,

Reaffirming that the transition to the 2030 Agenda for Sustali®
Development and the adoption of Agenda 2063 callafaenewed mandate for
integrated reporting on both agendas by the paimisétutions,

Noting that, beyond tracking progress on the Sustairablelopment Goals,
it is important to develop a single platform toaliss gaps, opportunities and lessons
learned in implementation and to propose measworesofrective action,

Recalling that, in the outcome document of the 2015 Unitatid¥is summit
for the adoption of the post-2015 development ageedtitled “Transforming our
world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Developméntie Heads of State and
Government and high representatives undertookadaige systematic follow-up and
review at the various levels, as set out in theD20§nda and the Addis Ababa Action

4 General Assembly resolution 70/1 of 25 Septembéb2

85



E/2016/38

E/ECA/CM/49/10

Agenda, and emphasized that quality, accessilmlyi and reliable disaggregated
data would be needed to help with the measurenigmbgress and to ensure that no
one was left behindg,

Recognizing the need for follow-up on both Agenda 2063 and20&0 Agenda
for Sustainable Development,

1. Requests the Economic Commission for Africa, the African iom
Commission and the African Development Bank to tise integrated results
framework as the basis for producing an annual rteppm progress in the
implementation of Agenda 2063 and the 2030 Agend&fistainable Development,
which will be supported with information on the tsta of the data system on the
continent;

2.  Calls upon the Economic Commission for Africa, in collaboaatiwith
the African Development Bank and other partnersake all necessary steps, in the
context of the High-level Political Forum on Susetble Development, to designate
the Africa Regional Forum on Sustainable Developrasithe platform for the review
of progress on and follow-up to Agenda 2063 and2d@0 Agenda for Sustainable
Devdopment; to align the consultations of the Africa Regional Forum with the annual
reporting cycle of Agenda 2063 and the 2030 Agenda; and to enlarge the mandate of
the Africa Regional Forum to include a review obgress, challenges and gaps in
meeting theommitments outlined in the Addis Ababa Action Agenda;

3. Callsupon member States to formulate strategies to enhaooestic
resource mobilization, as called for by the AddizbBa Action Agenda, including by
stepping up efforts to combat illicit financial e and to strengthen tax
administration and by adopting policies to generadlitional resources and to
combat corruption in all its forms.

939 (XLIX). Africa Regional Forum on Sustainable Dgelopment

The Conference of Ministers,

Reaffirming the commitments on sustainable development mad&figan
countries at major United Nations conferences amansits on economic, social and
environmental development, in the outcomes of thetiew conferences, and in
declarations and decisions adopted by the Assenofbly\Heads of State and
Government of the African Union,

Welcoming General Assembly resolution 70/1 of 25 Septembé&b2in which
the Assembly recognized the importance of buildingxisting follow-up and review
mechanisms at the regional level, encouraged athbéz States to identify the most
suitable regional forum in which to engage, andenaged the regional commissions
to continue supporting member States in this regard

Recalling General Assembly resolution 67/290 of 9 July 2da3yhich the
Assembly formally established the High-level Polifi Forum on Sustainable
Development to replace the Commission on SustanBlglvelopment, invited the
regional commissions to contribute to the workha Forum, and decided that the
Forum, under the auspices of the Economic and B@wancil, should conduct
regular reviews, starting in 2016, on the follow-tp and implementation of
sustainable development commitments and objectives,

Acknowledging that the Addis Ababa Action Agenda comprises a
comprehensive set of policy actions by member Statéth tangible measures to
finance sustainable development, transform the ajl@zonomy and achieve the
Sustainable Development Goals,

5 |bid, paras. 47 and 48.

86



E/2016/38
E/ECA/CM/49/10

Recalling its resolution 930 (XLVIII), in which it invited # Economic
Commission for Africa, in collaboration with the idan Union Commission and
other partners, to take all necessary steps toetanthe Africa Regional Forum on
Sustainable Development,

Acknowledging the need to align the biennial consultations @& &frica
Regional Forum on Sustainable Development withatfreual meetings of the High-
level Political Forum on Sustainable Development,

1. Requests the Economic Commission for Africa, in collaboaoatiwith
the African Union Commission and other partnergdovene on an annual basis the
Africa Regional Forum on Sustainable Developmentfdiow-up to and review of
the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, Agenda 2063 and2h#0 Agenda for Sustainable
Development;

2. Urges the Africa Regional Forum on Sustainable Develomime
supported by the Economic Commission for Africa &frican Union Commission
and the relevant United Nations funds and prograspritefoster the integration of
the three dimensions of sustainable demeent;

3. Decides that the Africa Regional Forum on Sustainable Deyment
will build on existing platforms, avoiding the ctem of additional administrative
structures, and will promote coordination and cehee, learning and the sharing of
best practices within the United Nations developinsgatem, and with other regional
and subregional forums and organizations;

4, Also decides that reviews of the implementation of all regional
outcomes of the major United Nations conferencessammits should be sequenced
and synchronized with the work of the Africa RegbriForum on Sustainable
Development, to ensure that such reviews contritiutiee assessment of the regional
implementation of Agenda 2063 and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development;

5. Encourages member States to participate in the Africa RediGiaaum
for Sustainable Development scheduled to take pfem® 18 to 20 May 2016,
proposed to be held in Cairo, and the High-levelRoon Sustainable Development
scheduled to take place from 11 to 20 July 2016lew York.

940 (XLIX). International migration in Africa

The Conference of Ministers,

Mindful that the key role of migration in promoting dey@izent has been
recognized in Agenda 2063 and in the 2030 Agend&tistainable Development,

Recalling decision EX.CL/Dec.305 (IX), adopted by the AfricdJnion
Executive Council at its ninth ordinary sessioridhe Banjul in June 2006, in which
the Executive Council endorsed the Migration Pokcgmework for Africa,

Acknowledging decision Assembly/AU/20 (XXIV), adopted by the isan
Union Assembly on the joint programme of the Ecoimo@ommission for Africa, the
African Union, the International Labour Organizaticand the International
Organization for Migration on labour migration,

Acknowledging also the Declaration on Migratiéradopted by the Assembly
of the African Union at its twenty-fifth ordinargession on 15 June 2015, in which
the Heads of State and Government of the Africaiotnndertook to expedite the
introduction of an African passport and the abatisht of visa requirements for all
African citizens in all African countries, to encage the free movement of people,
capital, goods and services across the continent,

6 Assembly/AU/Decl.6 (XXV).
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Recalling the Second High-level Dialogue on Internationalgidtion and
Development, held in New York on 3 and 4 Octobet20vhich provided a useful
opportunity to address constructively the issueirdérnational migration and
development and explore the opportunities and ehgés that international migration
presents, including the protection of the humahts@f migrants and the contribution
of migrants to development,

Recognizing the need for African member States to work togetiheevelop a
common African narrative that highlights the patibenefits of migration for
comprehensive economic growth and human developmeffrica and eliminates
misleading stereotypes and perceptions of migratimhmigrants,

Recognizing also the need to update the Migration Policy Framewimnk
Africa developed 10 years ago with stronger emairiesearch and analyses that
respond more effectively to the current situatibmaration on the continent,

Appreciating the importance of cooperation at the national,omg and
international levels to ensure safe, orderly argllie@ migration with respect for
human rights and humane treatment of migrantsydéess of their origin and status,

1. Requests the African Union Commission and the Economic
Commission for Africa to enhance the productiomigrationselated data;

2. Also request the African Union Commission and the Economic
Commission for Africa to undertake studies using fhtest available data to
determine the nature and patterns of internatiorigiation streams in Africa, assess
the impact of irregular migration, in particulartiansit countries, and the impact on
border communities, assess skilled migration bothcountries of origin and of
destination and the longrm implications of remittance flows for development;

3. Further requests the African Union Commission and the Economic
Commission for Africa to establish a high-level phan international migration in
Africa, to provide overall guidance and supporiptiicy dialogues on an African
perspective on international migratim Africa;

4, Callsupon the Economic Commission for Africa and the Afridamion
Commission to provide the necessary technical ltapring to the high-level panel
and to report on the progress made on the actitamgified above to the Conference
of Ministers at its next joint meetings;

5. Requests all development partners, in particular the rehva
organizations of the United Nations developmentesyisand the regional economic
communities, to support member States, the Africhaion Commission and the
Economic Commission for Africa in their implemenat of the actions identified
above.

6. Further calls upon the African Union Commission and the Economic
Commission for Africa to develop a continental &gy to address the issue of
irregular migration in collaboration with the intational community and in the
framework of shared responsibilities.

941 (XLIX). Organization of an annual African regional review of
progress in the implementation of the outcomes ohe World
Summit on Information Society

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 56/183 of 21 Decer2béd, in which
the Assembly welcomed the resolution adopted byGbencil of the International
Telecommunication Union at its 2001 session, endgrdhe proposal of the
Secretary-General of the International Telecommatioa Union to hold the World
Summit on the Information Society at the highestgilde level in two phases,
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Recalling also the Tunis Commitment and the Tunis Agenda for the
Information Society, in which the World Summit dretinformation Society called on
the General Assembly to undertake in 2015 an ovexalew of the implementation
of the outcomes of the Summit,

Recalling further General Assembly resolutions 68/198 of 20 Decer2bé&B
and 68/302 of 31 July 2014, in which the Assemibdy sut the modalities for
undertaking the overall World Summit on the Infotima Society,

Reaffirming the potential of information and communicationshi®ology as a
powerful tool to foster socioeconomic and environtaédevelopment, in particular
in the context of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainaldedlopment,

Acknowledging with appreciation that the Economic Commission Africa
organized a regional 10-year review of the Worlchgit on the Information Society,
held in Addis Ababa in 2015, with the participatiohmember States and regional
organizations,

1. Welcomes the adoption by the General Assembly of the outom
document of the 10-year review of the World Sumamitthe Information Society,
which included a commitment to the vision of thevBuit to build a people-centred,
inclusive and development-oriented infartion society;

2. Notes that the overall review of the General Assemblyttaf World
Summit on the Information Society has strengthettea role of the regional
commissions, and that the outcome document of ibb-level meeting of the
Assembly on the overall review of the implementatidthe outcomes of the Summit
included a call for the continuation of the worktbh& United Nations Group on the
Information Society in coordinating the work of thd Nations agencies, according
to their mandates and competencies, and an iroitdtir the regional commissions
to continue their work in the implementation of #ion lines of the World Summit
and their contribution to the reviews thereof, including through regional reviews;

3. Calls upon the Economic Commission for Africa and other pairsrno
take all necessary steps to organize on an anaga bn African regional review of
progress in the implementation of the outcomes hef World Summit on the
Information Society in support of the 2030 AgendaSustainable Development and
Agenda 2063.

942 (XLIX). African Institute for Economic Development and
Planning

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution 2013/2 gfuy 2013, by
which the Council endorsed the updated statutheoffrican Institute for Economic
Development and Planning, on the recommendatidimecEconomic Commission for
Africa, as set out in Commission resolution 908 \YYLof 26 March 2013,

Recalling also article 1V, paragraph 3, of the updated statutehef African
Institute for Economic Development and Planning, vilgich the Conference of
Ministers of Finance, Planning and Economic Develept is required to appoint the
10 members of the Governing Council of the Ingtituvho will serve as
representatives of African Governments,

Taking note of the progress report on the work of the Afridastitute for
Economic Development and Planning,

Taking note also of the recommendations of the Governing Councithef
African Institute for Economic Development and Pling at its fifty-third and fifty-

7 General Assembly resolution 70/125 of 16 Decen2iogs.
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fourth meetings, held in February 2015 and Febr@@h6, respectively, calling for
the revision of the statute of the Institute,

Taking note further of the renewal of the Governing Council of theigdin
Institute for Economic Development and Planningremd®mmended by the Council
at its fifty-fourth meeting,

Recognizing the central role of planning in meeting Africa’svélopment
priorities, in particular in support of the implentation of the Sustainable
Development Goals and Agenda 2063,

Acknowledging the critical role that an adequate capacity-bagdbolicy and
programme will play in the achievement by membeateédt of their development
objectives,

Commending the Economic Commission for Africa on its contidugipport
for the African Institute for Economic Developmemtd Planning,

Concerned that the current level of financial support fronember States,
through payment of annual assessed contributionshéoAfrican Institute for
Economic Development and Planning, is low and thatinstitute is thus limited in
its ability to sustain its support to member Statesugh capacity-building,

1. Recommends that the Governing Council further considers thésed
statute of the African Institute for Economic Dep@inent and Planning, based on the
approved amendments;

2. Recommends that the Bureau of the 2016 Conference of Ministers
conduct consultations with member States, to senaminations for and appoint
members of the Governing Council of the African tibmée for Economic
Development and Planning, as early as is feasd#nd, preferably before 30 April
2016;

3. Callsupon member States to pay their annual assessed adtitrib to
the African Institute for Economic Development a@fldnning regularly and to take
steps towards the settlement of their arrears, where applicable;

4, Calls upon Economic Commission for Africa partners to suppbe
capacity development activities of the African lnge for Economic Development
and Planning;

5. Calls upon the Economic Commission for Africa to strengthartter
its support for the African Institute for Econonidevelopment and Planning.

943 (XLIX). Proposed strategic framework and biennal
programme plan of the Economic Commission for Afria for the
biennium 2018-2019

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 41/203 of 11 Decenil®&6 and all
subsequent resolutions on programme planning,

Recalling also its resolution 844 (XXXIX) of 15 May 2006, in whicit
endorsed the repositioning of the Economic Commisgr Africa to respond better
to Africa’s priorities, and its resolution 908 (XLVof 26 March 2013, in which it
mandated the Economic Commission for Africa toldih its new strategic direction
and programme structure,

Noting the unique role of the Economic Commission foriégrand its
comprehensive mandate as the main economic anal slesielopment centre of the
United Nations development system for the Africgioa,
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Noting also the importance of strengthening cooperation aneatorg
synergies within the United Nations developmentesysat the global, regional and
country levels in the Africa region through enhahamllaboration between the
secretariat and the funds, programmes, speciadigedcies and other entities of the
United Nations development system, and the neduiitd new partnerships within
that system,

Recognizing the need for the Economic Commission for Africaattapt and
respond to the evolving development challenges @mbrtunities for the Africa
region in the light of the 2030 Agenda for SusthiraDevelopment and the Addis
Ababa Action Agenda of the Third International Ceneince on Financing for
Development,

Underlining that the effectiveness and efficiency of the igdéeernmental
structure of the Economic Commission for Africa éfs from enhanced
transparency, engagement and communication betwaember States and the
secretariat, and with other stakeholders, in acmrd with its rules of procedure,

Taking note with appreciation of the Economic Commission for Africa
programme performance report for the biennium 2PA#58 in which the
Commission highlighted the significant results aeld in all its programme areas,
namely, knowledge generation, sharing and netwgrkavocacy and consensus-
building and advisory services and technical coatpen,

Noting with appreciation the continued efforts of the Economic Commission
for Africa to secure additional resources to suppst its regular budget with a view
to enabling it to deepen its work in identifiedgaiiy areas and giving it the flexibility
to respond adequately to emerging issues that tamaovered by the regular
programme of work,

Encouraging the Economic Commission for Africa to continuestsport for
member States, the African Union Commission antlé@s Partnership for Africa’s
Development programme and the regional economic noamities in the
implementation of, follow-up to and review of Agen@063, the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development and the Addis Ababa Acigenda,

Having examined the Economic Commission for Africa proposed styate
framework and biennial programme plan for the biemn2018-2019,

1. Endorses the Economic Commission for Africa proposed styate
framework and biennial programme plan for the biern20182019;

2. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commissan
Africa to undertake an independent, comprehensna thorough review of the
intergovernmental structure of the Commission, udglg the Intergovernmental
Committee of Experts, and its link to the progranprierities of the Commission, on
the basis of the priorities of Africa, and to refdmack to the Commission at its fiftieth
session,

3. Decides to postpone the holding of the meetings of the
intergovernmental committees of experts for 201Adpey the finalization of the
independent review.

8 E/ECA/COE/XX/XX.
9 E/ECA/COE/35/5.
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C.

Resolutions of the African Union

944 (XLIX). Joint strategy of the African Union Commission and
the Association of African Central Banks on the esthlishment of
the African central bank and the other financial institutions

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling article 19 of the Constitutive Act of the Africiumion, adopted by
the Assembly of Heads of State and Governmenteo®ttyyanization of African Unity
at its thirty-sixth ordinary session, held in Lomé 11 July 2000, in which the
Assembly decided to establish the African finanaiatitutions: the African central
bank, the African monetary fund and the Africanestment bank,

Reaffirming the commitment to the establishment of the Afridarancial
institutions as a means of ensuring African finahautonomy for the successful
implementation of the continent’s development plgmsnarily Agenda 2063,

Considering the minimum integration programme adopted by tbaf€ence
of African Ministers in Charge of Integration a fourth meeting, held in Yaoundé in
May 2009'° in the spirit of the Sirte Declaratidhwith a view to enhancing the
capabilities of the regional economic communitibe, African Union Commission
and the member States to fast-track the integratidxirica,

Recalling that a joint technical committee of the Africanitim Commission
and the Association of African Central Banks wdaldsshed to define a joint strategy
for the establishment of the African central bank,

Welcoming the strong collaboration between the African Un@ommission
and the Association of African Central Banks imfiotating the joint strategy,

Taking note of the report of the joint technical committeetba joint strategy
for the establishment of the African central bankl ¢he reservations expressed by
the Southern Africa subregidh,

Expressing its appreciation to the joint technical committiee the joint
strategy for the establishment of the African calrthank,

1. Takes note of the recommendations set out in the report of thet jo
technical committee on the joint strategy for thablishment of the African central
bank;

2. Calls upon the African Union Commission, in collaboration fithe
Association of African Central Banks and other pars, totake all necessary steps
to ensure the effective and successful implemematf the recommendations on the
joint strategy and, in particular, of the five-stampproach stipulated therein;

3. Recommends the joint strategy for the establishment of theidsin
central bank for adoption by the Assembly of HeafdState and Government of the
African Union at its twenty-seventh ordinary sessto be held in Kigali in July 2016,
taking into consideration the reservations expifsethe subregional committee for
Southern Africa of the Association of African CexttBanks.

4, Encourages member States of the African Union to sign andydltie
legal instruments of the African monetary fund émel African investment bank.

10 Available from:wwwl.uneca.org/Portals/ctrci/6th/MinimumIntegratRmogrammeEng.pdf

11 Adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and @waent of the Organization of African Unity at its
fourth extraordinary session, held in Sirte, Libysmab Jamahiriya, on 9 September 1999.

12 EJECAICOE/35/13-AU/STC/FMEPI/EXP/13(1l).
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945 (XLIX). Strengthening of economic research in &ica

The Conference of Ministers,

Taking note of the Declaration of the Fourth Congress of Afnd&conomists,
held from 16 to 18 November 2015 in Accra, on thente of industrial policy and
economic performance in Africd,

Reiterating the importance of economic research as a keyuim&nt in
meeting the pressing needs of African countries émonomic and social
transformation through the appropriate formulatiomnitoring and evaluation of
development programmes, policies and initiativashsas Agenda 2063,

Reaffirming that industrialization is a major strategic prigrithat can
contribute to the structural transformation of &by the target date of 2063, through
the development of dynamic and coherent industpalicy frameworks, the
diversification of industries and production sturess in Africa and their integration
into global value chains, in order to achieve rdbaesd sustained economic
performance for sustainable and inclusive develagme

Noting with appreciation the work on the implementation of Agenda 2063
currently being undertaken by the African Union Quission, the African Capacity-
Building Foundation and other partners,

1. Approves the recommendations set out in the report of tharth
Congress of African Economists;

2. Calls upon the African Union Commission, supported by theidsn
Capacity-Building Foundation and African economiseaarch centres, to work
closely for the production of a publication on tiynamics of African economies,
based on an African perception of African developtmhallenges and opportunities;

3. Encourages the African Union Commission, in collaboration fvihe
African Capacity-building Foundation and regionaloeomic communities, to
establish an African forum for think tanks to adwréfrica’s development;

4, Encourages member States and partners to scale up their conemi
to and support for the strengthening of econonseaech in Africa for the successful
implementation of Agenda 2063.

946 (XLIX). Draft statute of the African Institute for Remittances

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling decision Assembly/AU/Dec.440 (X1X), in which thesgembly of
the African Union at its nineteenth session, heldAddis Ababa in July 2012,
endorsed the establishment of the African InstifateRemittances,

Recalling decision Ex.CL/Dec.808 (XXIV), in which the Exetugt Council of
the African Union at its twenty-fourth session,chel Addis Ababa in January 2014,
selected Kenya to host the African Institute fonfR&ances and requested the African
Union Commission to conclude the host agreemerit W@nya so as to ensure the
formal launch of the Institute in 2014,

Welcoming the formal take-off of the African Institute foeRittances,

Welcoming the preparation of the draft statute of the Afnidastitute for
Remittances,

13 E/ECA/COE/35/14-AU/STC/FMEPI/EXP/14(11).

93



E/2016/38

E/ECA/CM/49/10

1. Requests the member States of the African Union to revibe tiraft
statute of the African Institute for Remittancesl grovide their comments to the
African Union, in writing, within four months;

2. Request the African Union Commission to submit the amendersion
of the draft statute of the African Institute foemittances to the legal experts of the
African Union for their review before submittingfitr consideration and adoption by
the relevant organs of the African Union.

947 (XLIX). Draft pan-African investment code

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling that the third Conference of African Ministers aharge of
integration, held in Abidjan on 22 and 23 May 20@8ged the African Union
Commission, the regional economic communities andebpment partners, such as
the Economic Commission for Africa and the Afridaavelopment Bank, to develop
a comprehensive investment code for Africa witheawto promoting private sector
investment,

Recognizing the need for a comprehensive instrument aimed@ahqting,
facilitating and protecting investments that fostestainable development in each
member State of the African Union, in particulartie member State where the
investment is made,

Commending the work of the African Union Commission in deygilg and
elaborating the draft pan-African investment code,

1. Takes note of the pan-African investment code;

2. Requests the African Union Commission to proceed with deepe
consultations with member States in order to famlihe pan-African investment
code.

948 (XLIX). Creation of the African inclusive markets excellence
centre

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling the declarations of the African Private Sectorupoat its fifth and
seventh meetings, held from 5 to 8 November 2012hidjan and from 3 to 5
December 2014 in Nairobi, respectively,

Recognizing the need to promote regional economic integrafioparticular
through transformative regional value chains, isitle markets and business
development, leading to job creation, income gerraand poverty eradication in
Africa,

Having considered the concept note on the creation of the Africaciusive
markets excellence centre,

Bearing in mind that such a centre would make an immense conwibtd the
realization of Agenda 2063,

Requests the African Union Commission to recruit an indegent consultant
to conduct a feasibility study on the creation bé tAfrican inclusive markets
excellence centre and recommend options for itgatip@alization and financial
autonomy, and to submit the findings of the stualthe member States of the African
Union for their consideration.

14 EJECAICOE/35/19-AU/STC/FMEPI/EXP/19(11).
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949 (XLIX). Report of the ninth session of the meatg of the
Committee of Directors General of Statistics

The Conference of Ministers,

Taking note of the report of the ninth session of the meetihthe Committee
of Directors General of Statistics, held from 2&& November 2015 in Libreville,
on the theme of the data revolution, the SustamBlaivelopment Goals and Agenda
2063,

Reaffirming the importance of statistics as a key instrumentiéeting the
pressing needs of African countries for economig social transformation through
the appropriate formulation, monitoring and evalrabf development programmes,
policies and initiatives, such as Agenda 2063,

Noting with appreciation the work of the African Union Commission and other
regional institutions on the harmonization of sti#ts in Africa,

1. Approves the recommendations set out in the report of thiéhisession
of the meeting of the Committee of Directors Gehef&tatistics;

2. Calls upon the African Union Commission, in collaboration hwvit
regional economic communities and other partnersyark closely for the rapid
operationalization, by the end of June 2016, of-fAfitan institutions of statistics,
such as the pan-African training centre for stagsh Yamoussoukro and the Nelson
Mandela pan-African statistics institute in Tunis;

3. Encourages member States to allocate at least 0.015 perafethieir
budget to statistics development;

4. Invites member States that have not ratified the Africdrar@@r on
Statistics to do so and implement the StrategytferHarmonization of Statistics in
Africa.

950 (XLIX). Report of the seventh meeting of the Afcan Union
Subcommittee of Directors General of Customs

The Conference of Ministers,

Aware of the ultimate objectives of the African Uniortagration agenda, as
provided for in the Treaty Establishing the Afric&itonomic Community, the
Constitutive Act of the African Union and Agenda630and the global objectives
under the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Developmemd the Sustainable
Development Goals,

Respectful of the decisions and declarations of African Uniorparticular its
decisions Assembly/AU/Dec.394 (XVIII), on boostiigra-African trade and fast-
tracking the continental free trade area, and AbsgU/DEC.531(XXIII), on trade
issues, adopted by the Assembly of Heads of StateGovernment of the African
Union at its eighteenth and twenty-third ordinaggsions, held in Addis Ababa on 29
and 30 January 2012 and in Malabo on 27 June 263g@ectively.

Convinced that customs administrations in Africa play an argnt role in
collecting government revenue, protecting socitdygilitating legitimate trade and
collecting vital statistics to support policy fortation,

1. Requests member States to continue to support the work@#frican
Union Subcommittee of Directors General of Custoassit has a direct impact on
continental integration;

2. Urges member States of the African Union to make adexjtegources
available to their respective customs administretito enable them to fulfil their
mandates effectively;

95



E/2016/38

E/ECA/CM/49/10

96

3. Undertakes to build the capacity of African customs admirasitsns on
matters that are vital for revenue collection, udithg trade facilitation and
integration;

4, Affirms its commitment to implementing the recommendatipoticies
and programmes on the single-window concept, caatdd border management and
the interconnectivity of computerized customs deae and information systems,
and other allied trade facilitation measures, baseohternational best practices;

5. Requests partners and other international organizationsaitinue to
support the implementation of initiatives for reggd integration in Africa, and the
programme on boosting intra-African trade;

6. Undertakes to enhance the effectiveness of customs admirimtsatn
Africa.

951 (XLIX). Financing social protection in Africa

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling the goals of Agenda 2063 and its first 10-yearlem@ntation plan
on achieving social security and social protecfmmall, and the goals of the 2030
Agenda on Sustainable Development,

Considering the social policy framework for Africa, includirtat long-term
funding for social protection should be guarantdedugh national resources with
specific and transparent budget lines,

Considering also the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rigtits,
African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of theld;hheir additional protocols on
women and older persons and protocols that areglagneloped on persons with
disabilities and the rights of citizens to sociedtpction and social security,

Recalling the Addis Ababa Declaration on Social Protection Ihclusive
Development and the establishment of the AfricaskRTapacity Agency for the
protection of the most vulnerable populations wfaed with natural disasters,

Recognizing and commending the significant efforts by member States to
develop social protection policies and programmed subsequently to improve
budget allocation and introduce innovative fundinmgechanisms, yet gravely
concerned that Africa is the global region with thevest level of expenditure on
social protection,

Alarmed that formal social security regimes cover on agerd0-25 per cent
of the workforce on the continent and do not cawer majority of workers in the
informal economy and rural sectors,

Conscious of the need for equitable fiscal policy and effiti and transparent
budgetary allocations that support social protectexpenditure as a means of
reducing inequality, eradicating poverty and buitgsocial cohesion,

1. Agreesto encourage and support the progressive realizafianiversal
social protection as a key tool to help Governmtmtauild solid economies to ensure
sustainable and inclusive development for all agans of achieving lasting peace;

2. Undertakes to engage with national and regional stakeholdard
international partners to develop policies andtsgig@s incorporating the social
protection and social security targets of the fit6tyear implementation plan of
Agenda 2063;

3. Agrees to consider setting nationally appropriate spendargets for
social protection floors and social security, anddertakes to increase the
mobilization of effective domestic resources, tlgiouax reforms and innovative
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forms of financing that can provide the fiscal sp&mr greater investments on social
protection in Africa;

4, Also agrees to support the necessary reforms to enhance thaital,
infrastructure and institutional capacities of #haministries responsible for social
protection, for national dialogue, including empdoy and workers, and to support the
African Risk Capacity Agency on natural disastenagement, including increasing
its coverage of the most vulnerable populations;

5. Undertakes to focus on extending national systems of so@alisty to
all, and agrees that the combination of microinsceavith microfinance policies may
be used temporarily as one of the possible optmastend the reach of social security
to include excluded categories of workers in tHermal sector and rural sector;

6. Calls upon international partners to assist in evaluating pranoting
different policy options for financing social prot®n and social security, and help
member States to benefit from various debt cartgatianitiatives;

7. Agreesto establish a joint follow-up mechanism on theliementation
of the present resolution with the African UnioreSjalized Technical Committee on
Social Development, Labour and Employment.

952 (XLIX). First five-year priority programme for the
implementation of the Declaration and Plan of Actio on
Employment, Poverty Eradication and Inclusive Develpment

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling the Declaration and Plan of Action on EmploymeRgverty
Eradication and Inclusive Developmanatand taking note of the first five-year

priority programme for the implementation of thed@eation and Plan of Action,

Recognizing that the Declaration and Plan of Action are costmre policies
for achieving the aspiration of Agenda 2063 onasperous Africa based on inclusive
growth and sustainable development,

Recalling its resolution 872 (XLIII), on promoting high-lelvesustainable
growth to reduce unemployment in Africa, adopteitisathird Joint Annual Meetings,
held in Lilongwe on 30 March 2010,

Gravely concerned about the persistent high levels of unemployment,
underemployment and the working poor and how uneympént negatively affects
vulnerable groups on the continent, such as yoaogle, women, older persons and
persons with disabilities,

Alarmed by the poor progress made towards reducing theuptivity gap
between Africa and other developing regions of weeld and by the competition
which is placing significant constraints on thelizdion of continental policies
towards industrialization and productive agricudtur

Conscious of the need to improve the quality and level of dung of
employment and social protection policies on thetioent to achieve better social
cohesion, reduce inequality and eradicate poverty,

Considering the goals and targets of the first 10-year implataton plan of
Agenda 2063 in terms of employment, social protectisocial security, poverty
eradication and productivity, and the related gaald indicators of the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development,

15 African Union document Assembly/AU/20(XXIV).
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Considering also the relevant provisions of the first 10-year impétation
plan for Agenda 2063 in terms of funding, monitgriand evaluating processes for
the implementation of continental policies, in patar the Declaration and Plan of
Action on Employment, Poverty Eradication and Isohe Development, at the
national, regional and continental levels,

1. Undertakes to integrate the Declaration and Plan of Action on
Employment, Poverty Eradication on Employment aogefty Eradication and its
first five-year priority programme into nationaldaregional long-term, medium-term
and short-term planning systems, using the relegaats, priority areas and targets
of the first 10-year implementation plan of Ager2la63, and the related baseline
information matrix;

2. Calls upon the African Union Commission to engage with member
States and regional economic communities to proa&iéstance and support in the
development of national and regional plans in 28dé 2017;

3. Undertakes to engage international partners in supportingeffats of
the African Union Commission, member States anéred economic communities
in promoting the creation of decent jobs, accessdcial protection and social
security, labour migration and social cohesion;

4, Also undertakes to increase significantly and appropriately the
budgetary resources allocated to employment psliaie to work with international
partners to place employment among the developprmtties, in the spirit of the
Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness and the Adkgenda for Action;

5. Calls upon the African Union Commission, in line with the fling
principles of Agenda 2063, to accelerate the estalent of an employment and
social cohesion fund as the agreed financing mesimafor the Declaration and its
Plan of Action, and to submit to it a proposal$ach a fund at the next Joint Annual
Meetings of the Conference of Ministers in Marci20

6. Undertakes to enhance collaboration with African ministriefidabour,
labour migration, employment and social protectiom planning and funding
processes.

953 (XLIX). Address and postcode systems in Africand the
electrification and connectivity of post offices irrural areas in
Africa

The Conference of Ministers,

Considering the 2010 Addis Ababa Declaration on Informationd an
Communication Technologies in in Africa: Challengesid Prospects for
Development, adopted by the Assembly of Heads afeStnd Government of the
African Union at its fourteenth ordinary sessioalchin Addis Ababa on 2 February
2010,

Recalling decisions 435 (XIII), 545 (XVI) and 900 (XXVIIl)fahe Executive
Council of the African Union on the sustainable elepment of the postal sector in
Africa,

Recalling also the important role of address and postcode systerascial
integration and economic development and, in pagicthe right of every individual
to have an address, along with the need to fatilitae efficient distribution of basic
goods and services,

Taking note of the reports of the African Union Commissionguidelines on
address and postcode systems in Africa and theiéitstion and connectivity of post
offices in rural areas in Africa in the frameworfde@veraging postal networks to foster
inclusive social and economic development,
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Emphasizing the potential contribution of the postal netwoirksural areas to
remedying the gaps in infrastructure and providamggible solutions to the needs of
rural populations in the area of communicationgeas to financial services and
government services and logistics, with a viewdntdbuting to the attainment of the
Sustainable Development Goals and the fulfilmemgénda 2063,

Observing the global changes in development of new technespghe advent
of substitution and competition, the emergenceesf negulatory frameworks, new
policies and new laws affecting the postal industry

Noting the negative impact of the widening infrastructge@ on the lives of
the rural populations in terms of their financiatkision, the cost of remittances, the
digital and communications divide, their limitedcass to government services and
the lack of economic opportunities, as rural inkeatis have limited access to credit
and little information on external markets,

Noting also the growing evidence of the powerful role thattpbsetworks can
play in social, digital and financial inclusion,

Underscoring the need for postal networks to use broadbandt@armteploy
advanced information and communications technolagyrder to provide adequate
access to basic financial and other services,

Convinced that, by setting up communication centres at tearthof local
communities, the project on the electrification andnectivity of post offices in rural
areas in Africa will increase the access of rucgdydations to the internet and business
services,

1. Decides to prioritize and to include in national developthelans the
address and postcode systems as part of the mitge needed to increase access
to basic services;

2. Encourages member States implementing such projects to mhé&e t
necessary political commitment, to prioritize effee internal coordination for
implementation and to resolve project funding avadles prior to the start of the
project;

3. Supports the implementation by the Pan-African Postal Unadrits
continent-wide project on address and post codes;

4, Calls upon member States, in particular the thirteen pilotintdes
engaged in the project on the electrification aodnectivity in rural areas, to take
ownership and integrate it into their national depenent plans and strategies;

5. Encourages other member States to join the project;

6. Urges member States to explore multiple sources of fugppdsuch as
national budgets, universal service funds, publicgte partnerships and
international development partners, with a view #nsuring successful
implementation of the project;

7. Calls upon donors to support and commit funds to ensure the
implementation of both projects, on address andcpds systems and on the
electrification and connectivity of post officesrural areas;

8. Requeststhe African Union Commission, in collaboration ihe Pan-
African Postal Union, to report to its relevant ang on the implementation of both
projects.
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Report of the Joint Committee of Experts

Introduction

1. The meeting of the Joint Committee of Experts @& thinth Joint Annual

Meetings of the African Union Specialized Technic@dmmittee on Finance,
Monetary Affairs, Economic Planning and Integrationd the Economic Commission
for Africa Conference of African Ministers of Finaey Planning and Economic
Development was held in Addis Ababa from 31 MaxB #April 2016.

Part One

Opening of the meetingagenda item 1]

Attendance

2. The meeting was attended by representatives dbtlosving member States:
Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Bufi, Cameroon, Central
African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Republic of thengm, Cote d’lvoire, Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Egypt, Equatof@linea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon,
Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Lesothberia, Libya,
Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Moco, Mozambique, Namibia,
Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, Seychelles, Sieeane, Somalia, South Africa,
South Sudan, Sudan, Swaziland, Togo, Tunisia, Umanshited Republic of
Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

3. The meeting was attended by a representative offdhewing associate
member: Western Sahara.

4. Observers from the following States Members of lthdéted Nations were
present: Argentina, Australia, Bangladesh, Belgirazil, Canada, Chile, China,
Cuba, Denmark, Ecuador, France, Finland, Germamay, (Islamic Republic of),
Ireland, Japan, Kazakhstan, Mexico, Netherlandsiwidy, Republic of Korea,
Russian Federation, Spain, Sweden, SwitzerlandkejurUnited Arab Emirates,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Iredarunited States of America,
Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of).

5. The State of Palestine, a non-member observer 8tdte United Nations,
was also represented.

6. The following regional economic communities wer@resented: Common
Market for Eastern and Southern Africa, East AfmicRommunity, Economic
Community of Central African States, Economic Comityiof West African States,
Intergovernmental Authority on Development, Southéfrican Customs Union,
Southern African Development Community, West Afridaconomic and Monetary
Union.

7. The following United Nations bodies and specializadencies were
represented: Food and Agriculture OrganizatiorhefWnited Nations, International
Labour Organization, International Monetary Funtgttnational Telecommunication
Union, International Organization for Migration,idoUnited Nations Programme on
HIV/AIDS, Office of the High Representative for theast Developed Countries,
Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Islandddaping States, Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, Office of th&nited Nations High
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Commissioner for Human Rights, United Nations Gfffor Project Services, United
Nations Capital Development Fund, United Nationddeén’s Fund, United Nations
Development Programme, United Nations Educatioaientific and Cultural

Organization, United Nations Entity for Gender Higyaand the Empowerment of
Women, United Nations Environment Programme, UnitBdtions Human

Settlements Programme, United Nations Industriavelment Organization,
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, Unitedtibias Office to the African

Union, United Nations Population Fund, World BaWprld Food Programme,
World Health Organization.

8. Representatives of the following intergovernmeatal regional organizations
were present: African Development Bank, League @hbAStates, New Partnership
for Africa’s Development Planning and Coordinatidgency, Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development.

9. Observers were present from the following orgaiwzet Action Aid Ethiopia,
Advectas, Afei Diagnosis Center, Africa Forum, A&n Capacity-Building
Foundation, African Economist, African Tax Admimation Forum, AgriDevCo,
Arab Bank for Economic Development in Africa, Ar&eform Initiative, China
Hyway Group, China-Africa Business Council, Chinfiida Development Fund,
Chongging Haifu Medical Technologies, ConsultingrBlepment Associates, Deer
Jet Medical Company, Echnoserbe Consulting, Figiaifst Desert Encroachment,
Garment Industry Transparency Initiative, Gavi tfaccine Alliance, German
Agency for International Cooperation, Global Gr&wowth Institute, Green Thinkers
Youth Association and Network for African Youth Dxepment, GRID-Arendal,
International Center for Agricultural Researchhia Dry Areas, International Planned
Parenthood Federation, International Road Transpaitn, Jiangsu Bioperfectus
Technologies, Mother and Child Multisectoral Deystent Organization
/BlueEnergy, One Campaign, Oxfam, Pan-African Chambf Commerce and
Industry, Poken Team, Reality of Aid African NetlpRotary International, Sanbao
Pharmaceuticals, Save the Children, Shapoorji Rjalldax Justice Network Africa,
Times of Zambia, Transparency International Sededta Ubuntu Leadership
Institute, Upbeat Marketing, Wideway Sinostar Irmesnt, World Vision
International, Wuhu Kanggi Pharmaceutical, Yuemeup.Opening statements

Opening statements

10.  The opening session of the Joint Annual Meetinfjshe African Union
Specialized Technical Committee on Finance, MogeAdfairs, Economic Planning
and Integration and the Economic Commission foricafrConference of African
Ministers of Finance, Planning and Economic Develept was chaired by Naimi
Aziz, Ambassador of the United Republic of Tanzania behalf of Hamisi
Mwinyimvua, Chair of the outgoing Bureau of the ntoCommittee of Experts,
Deputy Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Foeand Planning of the United
Republic of Tanzania.

11. The Chair's opening remarks were interrupted by tépresentatives of
Morocco, who called for the postponement of the timgeon the grounds that they
had received the programme of work and relevanfierence documents on 16 March
2016, in breach of the 42-day rule of the Econo@ammission for Africa. They also
objected to the format of the meeting, demandiray treliberations are suspended
until consensus is reached within and across ciesmepresented at the meeting. The
representatives of Senegal expressed their agréemih Morocco. The
representatives of Uganda then asked for clarifinain the procedures for convening
the Joint Annual Meetings. In response, the Chagigssted that, in the absence of
jointly agreed procedures between the African Urind the Economic Commission
for Africa, the delay on the part of the secretaiia sending out the relevant
conference documents was not grave enough to wattianpostponement of the
meeting. In the ensuing discussion, the represeesaof Liberia, South Africa and
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Uganda took the floor and said that, while the eons raised by Morocco were valid,
the meeting should proceed as planned. It was stegjéhat the issue of establishing
joint procedures should be discussed as an agedai at another meeting, and that
arrangements should be made so that the reprasestaf Morocco could discuss
their concerns in detail. As no major objectionsevaised, the Chair then proceeded
with the opening remarks.

12. In her opening remarks, the Chair welcomed allipigeints to the ninth Joint
Annual Meetings and thanked the Government and|pefEthiopia for the warm
reception accorded to all guests in Addis Ababe.&éo commended the Chairperson
of the African Union Commission, Nkosazana Dlanifnima, and the Executive
Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africayl@a Lopes, on the excellent
organizational arrangements. She went on to rerttaak the theme of the 2016
Conference of Ministers, “Towards an integrated amherent approach to
implementation, monitoring and evaluation of Agerzlz63 and the Sustainable
Development Goals,” built on the deliberations aeadommendations of the 2015
Conference of Ministers, on the theme: “Implememtihgenda 2063 — planning,
mobilizing and financing for development”, and wherefore critical in promoting
the adoption of a common framework for implementimpnitoring and evaluating
Agenda 2063 and the Sustainable Development G&s. emphasized that the
success of both Agenda 2063 and the Sustainablel@mvent Goals depended
heavily on their incorporation at the national lewsnd on coherence in planning and
reporting mechanisms supported by robust statisfikcat in return would accelerate
the much needed inclusive and sustainable strddtaresformation on the continent.

13. Opening statements were then delivered by Anthorgthle Maruping,
Commissioner for Economic Affairs, African Union @mission; Abdalla Hamdok,
Deputy Executive Secretary of the Economic Commis$or Africa; and Admasu
Nebebe, Director, Ministry of Finance and Econof@@mperation of Ethiopia.

14. In his statement, Mr. Maruping thanked the expfatsheir attendance at a
time of economic hardship on the continent, anedadhat the meeting provided an
invaluable opportunity for the exchange of viewbkaring of experiences and
collective decision on a way forward. He highlightthe decline in commodity
demand and prices, which had led to cuts in praclictncreased unemployment,
falling incomes, eroded tax bases and reduceddiorexchanges; the prolonged and
severe drought that had affected agricultural pctida and disrupted the supply of
hydropower, clean water and sanitation services;flbods which had displaced
people, destroyed infrastructure and caused tleadmf waterborne diseases; and the
strengthening of the United States dollar, whichl ltaused a jump in dollar-
denominated external debt and had increased mifiaty tensions. He indicated that,
in combination, those factors had caused finaraia macroeconomic imbalances,
downward revision of growth rates, regressionitiad and economic development,
and an increase in poverty. He highlighted the ingwe, in that context of the
ministerial round table to be held during the Cosifee on the theme: “Addressing
the impact of drought; floods and declining comntpgrices in Africa.”

15. He also noted that in 2015, amidst the adoptiokegfglobal initiatives such

as the Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third Ing&ional Conference on

Financing for Development, the Sustainable DevelmmGoals and the Paris
Agreement on climate change, the African Union Addpted Agenda 2063 and its
first 10-year implementation plan and highlightdg: tcomprehensive bottom-up
approach through which Agenda 2063 and the firsgddr implementation plan had
been formulated. He noted that Agenda 2063 wamelytiand relevant framework
for increasing productive capacities, strengthenicmmpetitiveness, fostering
diversification, engendering value addition andbding intra-African trade and the

effective participation of Africa in global valudains.

16. Inclosing, he urged experts to embrace an intedrahd coherent approach to
the implementation, monitoring and evaluation oeAda 2063 and the Sustainable
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Development Goals, as recommended by the JointdBwiion Committee of the
chief executives of the African Union Commissiorhe t regional economic
communities, the Economic Commission for Africa @hd African Development
Bank and the African Capacity-Building Foundatidrita meeting in 2016, and as
was likely to be recommended by the Regional Coatibn Mechanism for Africa
at its forthcoming meeting in April 2016.

17. In his opening statement, Mr. Hamdok pointed oat kgenda 2063 had been
developed and adopted through a consultative psogesng African people, pan-
African institutions and the leadership of the doent. Africa was now confronted
with two interconnected processes: Agenda 2063tarid-year implementation plan
at the continental level, and the transition frdra Millennium Development Goals
to the Sustainable Development Goals at the glieval. He stressed that a shared
understanding of those continental and global framks, including their relevance
to national development agendas and the relatipnsetween the two, would be
crucial to their effective implementation. That emstanding would provide an
opportunity to implement the two agendas withouduly burdening policymakers
with multiple development frameworks, while at #ane time minimizing the related
coordination challenges. It would also ensure beatefits were widely shared, with
a view to reducing poverty and raising living stards for all Africans.

18. In that context, he recalled that the number oficafns living in absolute
poverty remained high and that inequality was atithajor concern as growth in many
African countries had not been inclusive. Accortimghe two frameworks should
add momentum to the existing efforts to bring aliftita’s structural transformation
and to enhance trade, create jobs and increasenénéor African people through
product diversification and value addition undengd by industrialization. African
countries should seek to enhance intra-African erég strengthening regional
integration, lowering the cost of trade and maldrggrong commitment to the creation
of a continental free trade area. He noted the neetbnsider greening Africa’s
economic transformation to avoid the mistakesdleatloped countries had made and
to build the capacities of African negotiators &xwre better deals for their natural
resources.

19. In closing, he called for continued support for #tkvocacy work led by the
Chair of the High-level Panel on lllicit Financiglows from Africa, Thabo Mbeki,
and said he looked forward to fruitful discussiahsing the current Conference of
Ministers.

20. Mr. Nebebe, speaking on behalf of his country'sfatlauthorities, welcomed
delegates to the meeting. He highlighted Africa'stable economic growth
performance in recent years and the challengesdabie continent and stressed the
need to explore bold and transformative optionssfmtained economic growth and
inclusive and sustainable development. He also asipéd the need to leverage the
synergies and complementarities of long-term glodadl regional development
frameworks to facilitate the realization of the inent’'s aspirations for structural
transformation. To that end, it was vital for caigg to implement both agendas in a
coherent and integrated manner.

21. Turning to how African countries implement and ntonimplementation of
the global and continental agendas, he undersabeedubstantial convergence of
Agenda 2063 and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainableldpment, as the latter had
taken on board many of Africa’s aspirations, asecdéd in the common African
position on the post-2015 development agenda. Witkew to reducing the burden
on national structures and ensuring coherent imgiteation, follow-up and review
processes, he called for the development of amriated results framework that
embraced both the continental and global developagendas.

22. Turning to the experience of Ethiopia in integrgtand mainstreaming global
and continental development frameworks into itsomat development plan, he noted
that the process required extensive consultatiatts avwide array of stakeholders,
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strengthened policymaking and statistical capagitéd the active participation of
subnational institutions. He stated his expectatiw the Conference would afford
opportunities for sharing experiences, particularty how sustainability could be
integrated into national development plans, whicaswital for the successful
implementation of global and continental developtagendas.

23. In conclusion, he stressed that the deliberatibtizeaConference of Ministers

would have a significant bearing on Africa’s effotbwards ensuring an integrated
and coherent approach to the implementation, mongand evaluation of Agenda

2063 and the Sustainable Development Goals. Histoptemained committed to the

implementation of both agendas, as they had a dludnjective of changing the lives

of the continent’s 1 billion people.

Election of the Bureau and adoption of the ageda and
programme of work [agenda item 2]

24. The following countries were unanimously electedhsy Committee to form
the new Bureau:

Chair: South Africa (Southern Africa)

First Vice-Chair: Democratic Republic of the Cor(@entral Africa)
Second Vice-Chair: Algeria (North Africa)

Third Vice-Chair: Céte d’'lvoire (West Africa)

Rapporteur: Uganda (East Africa)

25. The newly elected Chair delivered his statemene Jbint Committee then
adopted the following agenda, based on the provasiagenda that had been
circulated and as amended:

1. Opening of the meeting

2. Election of the Bureau and adoption of the agemthpmogramme of
work
3. Overview of recent economic and social developmiengdrica

Assessment of progress on regional integrationfirc&

5. Presentation on the theme of the ninth Joint AnnMeetings:
“Towards an integrated and coherent approach tamibéementation,
monitoring and evaluation of Agenda 2063 and thest&Snable
Development Goals”

Selected social development issues

Status of statistical development in Africa

Statutory issues of the Economic Commission foicafr
Statutory issues of the African Union

10. Date and theme of the tenth Joint Annual Meetings
11. Other matters

12. Consideration and adoption of the draft reporhefmeeting of the
Joint Committee of Experts and consideration andmenendation
for adoption of the draft resolutions

13. Closing of the meeting

26. The representatives of Morocco continued to raijeations to the format of

the meeting. They also objected to the participatib Western Sahara, which they
believed was not in accordance with the rules efuhited Nations. In response, the
Chair informed the participants that the termseférence and rules of procedure of
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the Economic Commission for Africa, a subsidiargypof the Economic and Social
Council, as adopted by the Economic and Social €bum its resolution 671 A
(XXV) of 29 April 1958, provided that non-self-gaveng territories situated within
the whole continent of Africa shall be associatenibers of the Commission. He said
that the United Nations considered Western Saharhet a non-self-governing
territory under Chapter Xl of the Charter of theitdd Nations. Therefore, Western
Sahara participated in sessions and meetings oEdmemission on the basis of its
associate membership of the Commission, in liné Wibited Nations rules, practice
and procedures and the various legal opinions asdipns expressed by the Office
of Legal Affairs, as well as the General Assembiyits resolution 34/37 of 21
November 1979, operative paragraph 7 of which sthigt the Frente Popular para la
Liberacion de Saguia el-Hamra y de Rio de Orohe tepresentative of the people
of Western Sahara”. He said that as far as theedriitations was concerned, that
position had not changed.

Part Two
Account of proceedings

lll. Overview of recent economic and social develapents in
Africa [agenda item 3]

A. Presentation

27. The representative of the secretariat providedvanview of recent economic
and social developments in Africa, highlighting tih@in messages in the overview
report in document E/ECA/COE/35/2-AU/STC/FMEPI/EZ@Y). Despite the global
economic slowdown, Africa’s growth was still relaly strong and would remain
positive in the medium term, underpinned by domedemand, improved
macroeconomic management, increasing public expgedand diversification of
trade and investment ties. There were still inteiarad external risks, however,
including the weak global recovery, low commoditjcps, tightening of monetary
policy in the United States and the European Unieeather-related shocks, and
security and political instability. Africa was alsnaking steady progress towards
social goals. Improvements had been registeredeims of poverty reduction,
universal education, gender parity, under-5 mdytadind access to safe drinking
water, but progress remained limited. Absolute piywveumbers were on the rise, and
only a marginal decline in unemployment had beeseoled, amidst an increasing
working-age population. Meanwhile, rapid urbaniaatioffered opportunities for
growth and transformation. Looking ahead, Africd heade major gains in economic
growth. The region therefore needed countercyclitslal policies, intra-African
trade and integration and strategies to harnesmirdtion and the youth bulge for
industrialization.

B. Discussion

28. Inthe ensuing discussion, experts noted thatgtrontinental and subregional
financial institutions and organizations were esiaénto provide support for
investment programmes. In that regard, innovativateyyies for domestic resource
mobilization were critical, including tax reformsnused financial resources such as
pension funds, capital markets and savings. Thengiat for Governments to borrow
on international markets was also highlighted. Fharing of experiences across
countries in respect of domestic resource mobitimatvas noted.
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29. The threat to macroeconomic stability from risinfldation in some countries
in 2016 and the need for appropriate policy insgnta was noted. African countries
had, however, managed inflation risks and weatht#redmpact of global economic
shocks relatively well. They could therefore engagecountercyclical policies
without risking macroeconomic instability. Recoimuyj short-term macroeconomic
stabilization with long-term diversification strgtes was thus possible with the right
policy mix.

30. Employment creation was a core priority for Afrisdtansformation agenda
and new approaches were needed to address thiangfalln that regard, technology
transfer was essential for the development of iatige enterprises for employment
creation, especially in sustainable developmenilsSievelopment and investment
in research and development were also necessasupgport commodity-based
industrialization, value addition and the realiaatiof Agenda 2063 and the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development. Furthermore,utgent need to shift from
informal to formal economic activities and employrheby leveraging existing

opportunities in the informal sector was emphasized

31. Although experts acknowledged the progress madeadwancing the
continent’s development agenda, they noted the faxedbmestic structural reforms
to optimize development outcomes in the light ofluhéing commodity prices and
limited fiscal space. The commodities sector wae amnportant in financing other
industries and creating jobs.

32. In addition, a concern was raised that the repetr®d to encourage a focus
on traditional markets while market diversificatiomight also be required. It was
highlighted, however, that markets in both traditiband emerging markets were
important.

C. Recommendations

33. In the light of the discussions, the Joint Committmade the following
recommendations:

(@) Given the economic slowdown and Africa’s dependerme
commodities, the region needs to diversify its emoic sectors and markets
and adopt the right policy mix to enable Africanuodries to withstand the
effects of the economic crisis;

(b) As intra-African trade is more conducive to indistization,
Africa needs to produce more consumer goods andices for national and
regional markets to reduce import reliance;

(c) There is an urgent need to shift from informal déorfial economic
activities and employment by leveraging existingpogtunities in the informal
sector through appropriate policies, structurabrafs, and skills development;

(d) Recommendations on structural transformation shdalek into
account the experience of countries from the gl&aith;

(e) Africa’s development model should be oriented ineliwith
national contexts and priorities;

()] Domestic resource mobilization should be the marmategy for
financing Africa’s development in a sustainable men In addition,
international development partners should be ermged to honour their
official development assistance commitments.
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Assessment of progress on regional integratiom Africa
[agenda item 4]

Presentation

34. The representative of the secretariat outlinedsthtus of regional integration
at the subregional and continental levels, inclgdime major achievements of the
regional economic communities along the steps ifietitin the Abuja Treaty.
Tremendous efforts had been made by all the Rebimmnomic Communities in the
area of regional integration, but the pace of irdégn was relatively slow. Despite
the achievements, the implementation of region&tgration continued to face
challenges such as poor infrastructure, poor gevem, conflicts and insecurity,
concerns over sovereignty, barriers to trade ared rttovement of people and
overlapping memberships of regional economic comitiasn

35. He outlined the synergies between the objectivéggehda 2063 and the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development and observddithawo were complementary
and that their implementation would therefore cbute significantly to the
acceleration of the integration process on thecafricontinent. He drew attention to
the risk of prioritizing the implementation of glalagendas rather than African ones,
as had been done in the past. The adoption of Age0é3 and the 2030 Agenda
brought new challenges to the regional economicngonities and African countries.
Countries should work towards aligning their resppecstrategic and development
plans with Agenda 2063 and its first 10-year impatation plan, and the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development, and should limelsind allocate the necessary
domestic resources for their implementation.

Discussion

36. In the ensuing discussion, it was noted that thee gd integration in Africa
was relatively slow and that increased momentumneasled to meet the milestones
established in the Abuja Treaty. Participants oleskrthat strong continental
institutions were needed to enable Africa to roll ils development agenda.

37. Experts were informed about the challenges thatsoountries experienced
in applying Agenda 2063 and the 2030 Agenda ah#timnal level. An assessment
of previous development agendas in terms of impigatmn and lessons learned
could be critical to success in implementing the sgendas. Experts noted the need
to implement the Agendas within national conteats] that countries needed to adopt
specific tools and mechanisms to successfully nateghe Sustainable Development
Goals and Agenda 2063 into their national develogméans. It was recommended
that a road map be developed to facilitate thegnatiion of the two agendas into
national contexts.

38. Regarding the financing of Agenda 2063, it was dadbat the dependency on
partner funding represented a major impedimenhéoimplementation of Africa’s

development plans, as witnessed in past experieAttb®ugh many initiatives and

solutions had been proposed, the lack of implentiemtarepresented a major
challenge. It was therefore necessary for countoiesobilize internally the required
financing.

Recommendations

39. In the light of the discussion, the Joint Commitierde the following
recommendations:
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(a8 Member States should step up the operationalizatidhe three pan-
African financial institutions, namely, the Africaentral bank, the African monetary
fund and the African investment bank, by signingl aatifying the respective
founding statutes;

(b)  The African member States should take ownershibpeaf continental
development agendas by, among other strategiedenmepting alternative and
innovative financing mechanisms, including domesggource mobilization;

(c)  The African Union Commission and the Economic Cossioin for
Africa should be requested to assist member Statdesigning a road map for the
implementation of both Agenda 2063 and the 2030 néigefor Sustainable
Development at the national level, and to put acpla common comprehensive and
harmonized monitoring and evaluation frameworktfa two agendas.

Presentation on the theme of the ninth Joint Anaal
Meetings: towards an integrated and coherent apprazh
to the implementation, monitoring and evaluation of
Agenda 2063 and the Sustainable Development Goals
[agenda item 5]

Presentation

40. The representative of the secretariat presentediréifée concept note on the
theme of the Conference of Ministers (E/ECA/COB/¥BI-AU/STC/FMEPI/
EXP/Info.1(1l)), which focused on the backgrounddigenda 2063 and its objectives
and outlined the objectives and thematic areas wmatld be considered by the
Conference of Ministers. He stressed the need domanization, the harnessing of
synergies, awareness-raising and a coherent dewelgpapproach in the process of
implementing Agenda 2063 and the 2030 Agenda fstahuable Development.

41. A steering committee comprising representativesthaf African Union
Commission, the Planning and Coordination Agencythef New Partnership for
Africa’s Development (NEPAD), the Economic Commissfor Africa, the African
Development Bank and the African Symposium on Stiaél Development had been
established to guide the process of developingasorement framework for the first
10-year implementation plan of Agenda 2063 and repare progress reports on
implementation for the African Union policy organs.

42. He highlighted the importance of convergence of tilve frameworks, in
particular since there were more goals in Agendd32(0) than the Sustainable
Development Goals (17) that were of particularvatee to Africa: Agenda 2063 also
covered cultural, political and governance issmeaddition to the social, economic
and sustainability issues addressed by the Subtailsevelopment Goals. Work on
integrating the frameworks into national plannirygtems had started in the fourth
quarter of 2015, with a view to building awaren@ssong State institutions and
ordinary citizens, and promoting engagement andeosttip of Agenda 2063 in order
to catalyse and sustain momentum for transformation

43. The African Union Commission, working together witte NEPAD Agency
and the regional economic communities and suppdgetie Economic Commission
for Africa and the African Development Bank, hadrstd the process of developing
a monitoring and evaluation system aimed at leveggiipeir respective strengths that
would ultimately enhance their roles individuallynda collectively in the
implementation of Agenda 2063. To that end, mentiates, regional economic
communities and all implementing agencies had agree adopt a unified
implementation, reporting and monitoring platforor fcontinuous review of the
findings of progress reports relating to both agendo as to avoid overburdening
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policymakers. In carrying out the first 10-year lmpentation plan of Agenda 2063,
Africa would also be implementing the 2030 Agenda.

44.  Since financing both agendas would require suhisfafihancial and non-
financial resources, he drew attention to the Adslimba Action Agenda, which,
among other goals, called for the establishmeandhfrastructure platform aimed at
coordinating investments in infrastructure. Thasweaddition to a domestic resource
mobilization strategy aimed at facilitating the dmpment of the financial sector,
with a view to widening the tax base. In conclusioa called for the mobilization of
resources to facilitate implementation of the twanfeworks and their ambitious
goals.

Discussion

45. In the ensuing discussion, experts recognized ¢ael mo harmonize Agenda
2063 and the 2030 Agenda and to ensure their affedmplementation by
incorporating them in national frameworks. Harmamgzthe agendas would avoid
placing an excessive burden on the human and fimlatesources of member States.
At the same time, account should be taken of teeifipities of the continent and of
the differences in the context, resource endowmedidevelopment priorities of each
individual country. Member States also requestetrtieal support from the African
Union and the Economic Commission for Africa toseff their inadequate capacity
for implementation.

46. Experts stressed the need to harmonize the terogpalf the two agendas and
to align their goals, priority areas, targets amdidgators at the regional level. They
underscored the importance of clear monitoring a@wdluation and reporting
mechanisms, which would bring together the two dgerand national priorities, as
articulated in national development frameworks argdlium-to-long term visions. In
that context, they noted that the current mappkegase conducted between Agenda
2063 and the 2030 Agenda should be extended to #igy harmonized framework
with national development priorities. A clear rejimg mechanism was recognized as
being important for countries to assess progrdsmesexperiences, learn from one
another and improve implementation. They recognitteat sound coordination
between the different national sectors was esdenta ensuring that the
implementation, monitoring and evaluation of the tagendas were effected in an
integrated manner.

47. Experts identified financing constraints as thematy impediment to the
effective implementation of the two agendas atthigonal level. In that context, and
in line with the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, they pmasized the need to reduce
dependency on external resources by identifyingriaditive sources of financing,
primarily by enhancing domestic resource mobil@atefforts. In that context, they
called for further clarity on how to take full aditage of commitments made in the
Addis Ababa Action Agenda and stressed the neecltb illicit financial flows,
which were costing the continent $50 billion eaehry as reported by the High-level
Panel on lllicit Financial Flows. The developmenttbe African Union Commission
and the Economic Commission for Africa, under edership of Thabo Mbeki, of
measures to counter illicit financial flows wasagnized.

48. Experts also identified the inadequacy and poolityuat data and statistics as
constraints on the implementation of the two agenda good-quality and easily
available data were critical for the setting ofddases and measurement of progress.

Recommendations

49. In the light of the discussion, the Joint Committeade the following
recommendations:

109



E/2016/38

E/ECA/CM/49/10

110

VI.

(@ Countries should take steps to incorporate the baizad framework
in their own development planning systems and apad to the specific contexts of
their countries;

(b) The African Union Commission, supported by the oot
Commission for Africa, the African Development Banke NEPAD Agency, the
African Capacity-Building Foundation, the regioeabnomic communities and other
partners, should harmonize the terminology relatingriority areas, goals, indicators
and targets in the two agendas through the mappiarrise.

(c) At the continental level, the African Union Comniisg supported by
the Economic Commission for Africa, the African Répment Bank, the NEPAD
Agency, the regional economic communities and Afmicstatisticians, should
establish a harmonized monitoring and evaluatiath rporting framework for the
agendas, while, at the national level, countriesukh coordinate their process of
integrated reporting;

(d) The African Union Commission, supported by the Koot
Commission for Africa and the African DevelopmermtriR and the NEPAD Agency,
should continue to assist member States and rdgganaomic communities in:

0] Incorporating Agenda 2063 and the Sustaindideelopment
Goals into national development plans and theegiaplans of
regional economic communities;

(i)  Adopting an integrated and coherent approadb
implementation, monitoring and evaluation of Age26&3 and
the Sustainable Development Goals;

(i) Completing the design of a monitoring and alation
framework that caters for both Agenda 2063 andGiainable
Development Goals;

(e) Measures to curb illicit financial flows should io¢ensified, including
investment in a financial intelligence system inrigd; enhancing political
commitment to fighting the problem of illicit finaral flows; deepening engagement
with receiving countries to tackle the unfavouraptactices of multinationals by
implementing the recommendations set out in thenteqf the High-level Panel on
Illicit Financial Flows from Africa;

® The capacities of national institutions involvedr@venue collection,
including customs and revenue authorities, showddstrengthened to improve
domestic resource mobilization;

(g) Efforts should be made to rationalize national exiierres and the
resulting savings should be redirected towardsdimgl and maintaining the good-
quality infrastructure needed to enhance produaagacities on the continent;

(h)  The capacity of national statistics systems shdadstrengthened to
support effective implementation, monitoring andeesment of the two agendas.

Selected social development issu@syenda item 6]

First five-year priority programme on employment, poverty
eradication and inclusive development

Presentation

50. The representative of the secretariat, introdudhmy background paper on
implementation of the first five-year priority pn@nme on employment, poverty
eradication and inclusive development, set out dcudhent E/ECA/COE/35/12-
AU/STC/FMEPI/EXP/12(ll), recalled that the membeatBs of the African Union
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had in 2015 adopted the Declaration and Plan ofoAcbn Employment, Poverty
Eradication and Inclusive Development and also #loint Labour Migration
Programme. The latter was being implemented byffiean Union, the International
Labour Organization, the International OrganizafmnMigration and the Economic
Commission for Africa, joined recently by the UniteNations Development
Programme.

51. The first five-year priority programme on employrepoverty eradication
and inclusive development covered the six key pyi@reas of the Declaration and
Plan of Action: political leadership, accountalilénd good governance; youth and
women’s employment; social protection and prodistfor sustainable and inclusive
growth; well-functioning and inclusive labour mathastitutions; labour migration
and regional economic integration; and partnersaipsresource mobilization.

52.  The priority programme was linked to Agenda 2068 tre 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development through an alignment oitatdrs and targets. Regional
economic communities and member States had a Reytagplay in adapting the
priority programme and incorporating it into regaband national development plans,
in line with the related indicators and targetshaf first 10-year implementation plan
for Agenda 2063, and with the associated processnforporating continental
policies into national development frameworks. Tfgican Union Commission,
regional economic communities and member Stateddvalso have to agree to
incorporate the priority programme into regionatl arational development plans by
the end of 2017.

Discussion

53. Inthe ensuing discussion, experts noted thatdieeof the developmental State
in Africa had weakened. Social protection had rarbadequately mainstreamed and
prioritized in national development planning. Inrtmalar, social security for
vulnerable groups, including persons with disalesit needed to be strengthened. In
that regard, they emphasized the importance of wh#are State in reducing
inequalities through better redistribution poligiegich should be applied to ensure
decent employment and income.

54. They also highlighted the need to substantiateatdeivelopment policies with
reliable data, including in the areas of employnaamt social protection. To that end,
the African Union Commission was collaborating witkmber States and partners to
strengthen labour data and statistics. There veaieal need to reflect the informal
sector in those statistics, as it accounted fortbAfrica’s employment.

55.  Educational curricula were still not sufficientlijgamed to the need of Africa’s
labour markets, an area where the role of nati@wlernments was underscored.
That was especially critical in the light of Afrisayoung population structure and the
need to harness the demographic dividend. Memla¢essshould invest in enhancing
the skills and capacities of youth, including thgbthealth and education.

56. The experience of some countries in respect ofabgmiotection, poverty
reduction and employment policies and programmesskiared.

Recommendations

57. In the light of the discussion, the Joint Committeade the following
recommendations:

€) Member States should sharpen the focus on inegaald exclusion as
sources of poverty in the context of social develept policies;

(b) Member States should strengthen the productivitycapacities of the
poor through adequate social protection measuiegnhdial inclusion and the
provision of decent jobs;

(c) Member States should enhance the role of techaiedl vocational
education and training in the priority areas of five-year priority programme in
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order to harness the demographic dividend and er@ualignment of skills with the
needs of the economies;

(d) Despite the challenges of data availability, memBgates should
endeavour to integrate the informal sector intdoma development planning;

(e) The regional economic communities and the Africamiod
Commission should agree on a road map for the jiozation of the five-year priority
programme into regional and national planning b%720n line with the first 10-year
implementation plan of Agenda 2063 and the 2030 nélgefor Sustainable
Development;

® Each member State should develop and implementornadti
comprehensive employment policies backed by effeddbour market information
systems, inclusive labour market institutions artdorgy political will, with
appropriate funding.

Addressing the challenge of international migration

Presentation

58. The representative of the secretariat outlinedtmtext of migration in Africa,
together with related key trends. Much of the mtigraof Africans was taking place
within the continent, and the profile of migrantsasvincreasingly young and
feminized. Africa’s youthful population offered @te potential for economic
development, yet high youth unemployment could &lsoa source of social and
political instability. Remittances, which represhiAfrica’s largest source of foreign
inflows after foreign direct investment, had incged phenomenally over the past two
decades.

59.  Africa urgently needed to develop a common resptmseigration based on
its own perspective and address some key challengekiding limited data
availability, the lack of national migration strgies and incoherence across regional
and subregional policy frameworks and strategiediti€al support from member
States to strengthen dialogue and coordination gnkay stakeholders was also
critical.

Discussion

60. Inthe ensuing discussion, experts agreed thabtiigr presented considerable
opportunities for Africa. In the case of intra-Adai migration, Governments needed
to assess and harness migrants’ skills for thein alevelopment programmes.
Remittances also represented a considerable solecenomic growth and financing

for development in Africa. Yet, there was a seripascity of reliable and up-to-date
statistics on migration in Africa. In particular,emittances were largely

underestimated and monitored irregularly.

61. Experts also highlighted the linkages between rtigma insecurity and
terrorism. It was also noted, however, that coestshould take a cautious approach
and avoid over-securitizing the migration issueeyremphasized the importance of
ensuring safe and orderly migration flows withirdamtside Africa, with full respect
of the rights and dignity of migrants. That appliedorigin, destination and transit
countries.

62. In order to harness migration for Africa’s develant it was important to
strengthen institutions and macroeconomic stabidityas to restore confidence and
encourage the inflows of remittances and investm&atordingly, Africa needed
more coordinated interventions and policy respoasesiigration. In that respect, it
was noted that the region had already put in ptac¢inental strategies, including the
Joint Labour Migration Programme, the DeclarationMigration of the June 2015
African Union Summit, and the African Institute leRemittances. It was necessary to
continue to build on what existed while identifyiggps.
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Recommendations

63. In the light of the discussion, highlighting theucial question of addressing
the root causes of migration and establishing & letween migration and
development, the Joint Committee made the followempmmendations:

€) Accurate databases should be established¢ording migrant flows
and skills, including mapping migration patterndath national and regional levels;

(b) The African Union Commission, supported by tlgonomic
Commission for Africa, the African Development Battie NEPAD Agency and the
regional economic communities, should set up aicental initiative to negotiate and
intervene on behalf of migrants to protect thenhamardous international routes;

(c) Member States should harness the role of tentiés as a source of
economic growth and development in Africa by cregtn institutional environment
and policies conducive to attracting inflows andeistment;

(d) The African Union Commission, supported by tlgonomic
Commission for Africa, the African Development Battie NEPAD Agency and the
regional economic communities, should strengtheir toordination on migration in
Africa;

(e) Member States should create economic oppdidanfor youth in
Africa in order to retain skills and to limit unsaéind irregular migration;

® The African Union Commission and the Econorliommission for
Africa should work together to develop a continésteategy to address the issue of
irregular migration in collaboration with the intetional community and in the
framework of shared responsibilities.

VII. Status of statistical development in Africalagenda item 7]

A.

Presentation

64. The representative of the secretariat introducedréport on the status of
statistical development in Africa, set out in doamh E/ECA/COE/35/12-
AU/STC/FMEPI/EXP/12(ll), outlining the progress neado date, the challenges
faced and measures taken to address those challanglee future. To tackle the
problems faced on the continent and respond adelguatthe needs and aspirations
of their citizens, African countries had adoptedeAda 2063 and joined the
international community in adopting the 2030 AgefmfaSustainable Development.
In order to track the progress made in implemeoratif those agendas, there was a
need for quality statistical information that wasenwparable among countries,
accessible and produced in a timely manner.

65. National accounts were important for their abitiyassist with the definition,
implementation and monitoring of a country’s ecoimnd social development
policies. It was clear, however, that very few &fém countries used the 2008 version
of the System of National Accounts. The Africarattgy on the implementation of
the 2008 System of National Accounts would enatieAfrican Union Commission,
in collaboration with the Economic Commission fdriéa, the African Development
Bank and regional economic communities, to mobila@equate financial and
technical resources for the effective implementatibthe 2008 System.

66. He noted that, in recent years, monitoring and wat&n of various
programmes in Africa had failed because of the tzfaleliable and continuous data.
To overcome the deficit of available statisticg teport of the High-level Panel on
the Post-2015 Development Agenda had called fata ikvolution in the world and
especially in Africa. The Assembly of Heads of 8tahd Government of the African
Union had adopted two major decisions to strengtten production of quality
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statistics in Africa, namely, the decision on tlséablishment of the Nelson Mandela
pan-African statistics institute (to be based innisu and the decision on the
establishment of the pan-African training centre fatistics (to be based in
Yamoussoukro). Those institutions would build oe firogress already made, in
particular in the following areas: civil registm@ati and vital statistics, governance and
peace and security statistics, national accourto#rer emerging issues such as the
data revolution. One of the major problems facirgional statistical systems in
Africa that hindered the production of quality &tts was the lack of adequate
funding. At its most recent meeting, in March 201ft&e Committee of Directors
General of National Statistical Offices had recomdex that the African States
should allocate 0.015 per cent of their nationaldai to the development of statistics.

Discussion

67. In the ensuing discussion, experts agreed thaststatwere fundamental for
economic and social development. Statistics weeglea for the implementation of
Agenda 2063, and therefore member States shouldinoento advocate the
development of statistics.

68. Civil registration was too centralized and was distected from local data.
The majority of Africa’s population lived in rurareas, and civil registry systems
needed to include them. As most civil registratiacts took place on paper,
digitization was a crucial step for preserving &etter managing the data. Countries
in post-conflict situations were in a particuladyfficult position with regard to
conducting population censuses. In 2006, the neirgsbf finance had asked that
statisticians assist those countries with the cohdiitheir censuses.

69. Financing for the development of statistics wasrttust serious issue for the
region. The proposed solutions that were beingemginted by some member States
included the establishment of national statisticatls and training centres. Countries
needed to increase their funding of statisticaltitimsons. All data users and
beneficiaries, and not just statistical instituipshould be involved in mobilizing
resources for statistical activities.

70.  With regard to training, it was noted that the méten of graduate statisticians
was a challenge for many countries. Pan-Africafitingons should provide funding
for training schools and encourage Governmentsetwuit graduate statisticians
systematically and make efforts to retain them. detpdiscussed the work that had
been done to operationalize the statistical trginbentre Céte d’lvoire and the
statistical institute in Tunisia and harness tpeiential for filling the gaps in training
and in data harmonization in Africa. Training sclsduad a role to play in identifying
new areas for data production, such as good goweenapeace and security,
urbanization and human settlements.

71. Onthe subject of statistics and poverty asses@nieémtas noted that statistics
were important for poverty assessments. Africa aded go beyond the numbers, and
development planning and statistical data collecsbould be as participatory as
possible. All data generated should be used inldpu@ent planning by policymakers.

72. It was important to make use of technology and dla¢a revolution to
modernize statistics in Africa. The African Uniomosild develop a legal framework
to regulate statistics and support their harmoiaran Africa as part of Agenda 2063.
There was a serious risk of Africa being left behihit did not embrace the data
revolution, and it needed to identify and define thchnology required.

73.  With regard to ownership and sovereignty of datafgvence should be given
to national data rather than data produced bynat@nal institutions, which were
often based on estimates. Countries needed to geoald own their national data.
Where that was not possible, the estimates ofriat@mal organizations could be
useful.
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74. Turning to economic statistics and national acceuekperts noted that there
was no cooperation or adequate coordination betwegional statistical offices,
government ministries and central banks. They alspphasized that an African
statistical peer-review mechanism should be an rtapb element of the African
statistical institutional framework.

C. Recommendations

75. In the light of the discussion, the Joint Committeade the following
recommendations:

(@ The African Union Commission, supported by the Houit
Commission for Africa, the African Development Baakd the African Capacity-
Building Foundation, should support African statiat training institutions in their
efforts to train a sufficient number of statistitsaand information technology experts
to work in the national statistical systems;

(b) African Governments are encouraged to allocateatt|0.015 per cent
of the national budget to support the activitieplemented by the national statistical
offices;

(c) The African Union Commission should coordinate $b#ting up of an
African statistical fund that will be sourced fraesource mobilization efforts by the
African Union Commission, supported by the Econo@anmission for Africa, the
African Development Bank and the African Capacityi8ing Foundation;

(d)  The African Union Commission, the Economic Comnuasior Africa
and the African Development Bank should developmprehensive coordination
mechanism that will be implemented by African coigst and regional economic
communities with a view to better managing the pmtibn and use of national
statistics at all levels;

(e) African Governments should continue to take theessary steps in
creating a conducive work environment that attractd retains statisticians within
their national statistical system;

() The African Union Commission, in collaboration witlthe
Governments of Tunisia and Céte d'lvoire, shoukktthe necessary steps to ensure
that the Nelson Mandela pan-African statisticsiintt and the pan-African training
centre for statistics are operational by June 2@&6agreed by the Committee of
Directors General of National Statistical OfficedMiarch 2016;

() The African Union Commission, supported by the Hooit
Commission for Africa, the African Development Baakd the African Capacity-
Building Foundation, should develop a strategyranpote innovation and the use of
technology to improve the quality of statistics ¢woed by the national statistical
systems.

VIII. Statutory issues of the Economic Commissiondr Africa
[agenda item 8]

A. Presentation

76. Representatives of the secretariat presented thlewing documents
pertaining to the agenda item: the biennial reporthe work of the Commission
2014-2015 (E/ECA/COE/35/9-AU/STC/FMEPI/EXP/9(Il)héh the second annual
survey of partners’ opinions of the work of the Bomic Commission for Africa; the
Commission’s  strategic framework for 2018-2019 (EAFCOE/35/5-
AU/STC/FMEPI/EXP/5(11)); the following reports ohe Commission’s subsidiary
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bodies: the progress report on the work of the cafmi Institute for Economic
Development and Planning (IDEP) (E/ECA/COE/35/7-80C/FMEPI /[EXP7(I1)),
the report of the first session of the CommitteeGander and Social Development
(E/ECA/COE/35/16-AU/STC/FMEPI/EXP/16(1l)), the repof the ninth session of
the Committee on Regional Cooperation and Integnat{fE/ECA/COE/35/17-
AU/STC/FMEPI/EXP/17(Il)), the report of the nintlession of the Committee on
Sustainable Development (E/ECA/COE/35/10-AU/STC/HEHR /EXP/10(Il)), and
reports of the meetings of the intergovernmentaimittee of experts; and, lastly, the
report on United Nations system-wide support toAféan Union and its NEPAD
programme (E/ECA/COE/35/6-AU/STC /IFMEPI/EXP/6(II)).

77. In the presentation of the 2014-2015 biennial regbe representative of the
secretariat emphasized the steps taken by the Cssiomiover the past biennium to
transform itself into a think-tank of reference, @ohance its ability to influence
priorities and programmes of key partners workimgAdrican development policy
issues; to empower Africa to narrate its own nareagind to drive Africa’s structural
transformation based on its own priorities. Thd$eres pivoted around four strategic
priorities, namely: achieving policy influence inpport of Africa’s transformation
agenda; earning greater trust and credibility tgtothe production of high-quality,
evidence-based and good-fit policy research andwlgdge delivery services;
enhancing accountability mechanisms and deepemagiihg culture across all
streams of work; and strengthening operationattffeness. Key achievements were
outlined across the nine subprogrammes of the 201% programme budget,
providing evidence of targets achieved in respégoaticy influence, credibility of
the Commission’s knowledge generation and delivetgrventions, accountability
and learning, and operational effectiveness.

78. An account was provided on follow-up actions on thké decisions and
resolutions of the Conference of Ministers at itghe joint meetings, in 2015,
including the work done by the Economic Commission Africa to support the
African Union Commission in the integration of Aglen2063 and the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development; to support the coasalis with 27 African countries
in mainstreaming Agenda 2063 in national strateyicd development plans; to
develop harmonized monitoring and evaluation ambnting frameworks; and to
assist member States in coordinating regional dtatgns prior to major global and
regional forums on such issues as financing forefigment, climate change,
sustainable development and the data revolution.

79. Concluding her presentation of the activities @& Btonomic Commission for

Africa, she noted that the conclusions of the sdcannual survey of partners’
opinions of the Commission’s work had generallyrbpesitive, indicating that the

Commission was a reliable partner with extensivewdedge and experience on
Africa’s developmental issues. The survey had mid@ated that the Commission’s
business plan was well placed to address the tranafive agenda of the continent;
that it was effectively developing partnerships ume substantive initiatives in

research and knowledge delivery; that its knowlediglerery was highly sensitive to

context, and relevant; and that its policy engagemas consistently of high quality.
Survey respondents had also suggested some areaspfovement, including the

need to improve communication and increase vigibito deepen partnerships with
civil society organizations and the private sector;improve capacities through
national partnerships, and to strengthen plannimd) reporting on extrabudgetary
funds.

80. Turning to the Commission’s strategic framework2061.8-2019, she stressed
that it both built on the successes and lessonsdddrom the previous biennium and
addressed new priorities, such as Agenda 2063hen@d30 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, financing for development, climatergf@and migration. Under the
strategic framework, the Commission’s work was rmgel around nine
interdependent and complementary subprogrammes.
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81. Introducing the progress report on the work of IDE representative of the
secretariat stressed that, as the training artneoEtonomic Commission for Africa,
the IDEP programme was consistent with and undeeggirby Africa’s priorities,
including sustainable development, financing fovelepment, the green economy,
intra-African trade, and migration for developmertiso highlighted was the
importance of capacity development, in the parsicidontext of the Sustainable
Development Goals and Agenda 2063. Various adwitvere outlined including
high-level policy dialogues, seminars, master’'srdegrrogrammes and short courses
offered by IDEP in English, French and Arabic, sarh@hich had been tailor-made
to address specific requests by countries whilerstivere delivered in collaboration
with various partners. The Institute’s e-learninggramme was scheduled to be
launched in 2016. In 2015, IDEP had delivered 24 ses in various African countries
which had benefited 589 African public officials3 Ber cent of whom were women.
IDEP had also launched a master’'s degree prograinmedustrial policy in
collaboration with the University of Johannesburge need to enhance both human
capacity and financial resources in the light aréasing demand for the Institute’s
services by member States was highlighted, and ree®tates were urged to pay
their annual assessed contributions regularly arebre applicable, to settle their
arrears.

82. Subsequently, during the presentations under tine #&m, the representative
of the secretariat said that nominations for mestuprof the Institute’s Governing
Council had been sought from the five African sgiimas and revisions to the statute
of IDEP had been proposed by the Governing Cowads$ fifty-third and fifty-fourth
meetings. Those nominations, once finalized, aeddtiaft revised statute would be
submitted for endorsement by the Conference of $fing at its current joint
meetings.

83. Introducing the report of the first session of themmittee on Gender and
Social Development, the representative of the s&da¢ noted that the Committee
had been formed through a merger of the Committe&Vomen in Development
under subprogramme 6 and the Committee on Huma®acidl Development under
subprogramme 9. The mandate of the new committedavarovide expert guidance
to the Economic Commission for Africa in its wonk gender and social development,
in such areas as gender equality and women’s empaamt; population and youth;
employment and social protection; and urbanizatibnwas also concerned in
particular with the indices developed by the Consinis, namely, the African gender
and development index and the African social dgyaient index.

84. The report of the ninth session of the Committe®egional Cooperation and
Integration, on the theme “Enhancing productiveegnation for Africa’s
transformation”, reviewed progress in the followerg@as: measuring and monitoring
progress of integration; international and intrai@dn trade performance; status of
food security in Africa; development and promotimiregional strategic food and
agricultural commaodity value chains; and infrastiwe development in Africa. The
Committee had adopted recommendations on suchsisasighe need for human
capital development to optimize innovation; thensiategration process in Central
Africa; the guiding principle of the African UnicBommission on large-scale land-
based investment, including the target of 30 pat cEdocumented land to be owned
by women by 2025; and balance between improvingaltural productivity and the
environment.

85. Regarding the report of the ninth session of then@dtee on Sustainable
Development, the representative of the secretamatewed the Committee’s
recommendations in such areas as small island afenel States, new technology and
innovation, green economy and natural resourcesenali resources development,
climate change and development and the compositibrits bureau. Those
recommendations would be taken up by the Africagi®el Forum on Sustainable
Development at its meeting in May 2016. Drawingatibn to the programme on
innovations technology and management of Africaral resources, she explained
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that the programme was concerned with moving tosvartbw carbon trajectory and
that work was under way on a new formula for thigrahent of growth and

development. She stressed also the importance pleimenting the post-2015
strategy of the World Summit on the Information 8bg which would contribute to

achieving the targets of the Sustainable Developi@eals and Agenda 2063.

86. Introducing the reports of the meetings of thergeernmental committees

of experts, the representative of the secretaxplaged that the five subregional
offices of the Economic Commission for Africa hadld their respective annual

sessions in February and March 2016 and had agreadange of recommendations
under three categories, namely: recommendatiopsast to Agenda 2063 and the
Sustainable Development Goals; recommendationdecklto the Commission’s

country profiles; and recommendations on the revifwthe intergovernmental

committees of experts and other subsidiary orgdirtteo Commission. During the

meetings, experts had also deliberated on the magnmmic environment in the

various subregions, the country profiles and stajuissues pertaining to their work
programmes. An important agenda item had beeretbem of the architecture of the
intergovernmental committees with regard to théqakecity of meetings, the agendas
and their link to the Conference of Ministers. Ajardy of the member States agreed
that the Economic Commission for Africa should med with the reform, with a view

to ensuring better alignment and coherence wittCiweference of Ministers and the
other statutory organs.

87. Introducing the report on United Nations supporttfe African Union and its
NEPAD programme, the representative of the sedagthighlighted several areas
where the Economic Commission for Africa had predduch support, including the
harmonization of policy, legal and regulatory framoeks to enhance private sector
engagement in financing transboundary infrastrecgupjects in Africa; contribution
to the articulation of Agenda 2063; the developnathe United Nations-African
Union partnership on Africa’s integration and depghent agenda for 2017-2027;
global advocacy to enhance domestic resource mabdn; and negotiations on the
continental free trade area. Highlighting the rolethe Regional Coordination
Mechanism for Africa in the provision of such Unitslations support, she said that
the Economic Commission for Africa had also prodidechnical support both to
NEPAD and, together with the United Nations Devetept Programme, to the
African Peer Review Mechanism. In that context, sheerved that the Regional
Coordination Mechanism for Africa was facing seviénancial and human resource
constraints, given its lack of a specific budgetl dine small size of its staff, and
challenges relating to inadequate communicationtaedack of regular intra-cluster
and inter-cluster cooperation. Accordingly, theikamlity of sustainable resources
was indispensable to the effective operation oMeehanism.

Discussion

88. The ensuing discussion revolved around issueserkl&d human capital
development, financial infrastructure, the incogimm of global and continental
development programmes at the national level, cainss to regional integration, and
contract negotiations relating to Africa’s natusgources.

89. Experts underscored the need for the Economic Cesiom for Africa to pay
more attention to human and financial infrastruetim its 2018-2019 strategic
framework, indicating that the Commission’s work tiose areas had not been
insufficiently evidenced in its 2014-2015 bienmeport. A stronger emphasis should
be placed on human capital development and resonobdization in the design of
its reforms, policies and training. Noting theiitiives relating to human and financial
infrastructure, experts confirmed that those isswaekbeen well captured in the three
pillars — economic, social and environmental — fbemnhed the basis of the 2018-2019
framework, and reviewed examples of the Commissiomdrk on human capital,
including the African social development index, &feican gender and development
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index, and its work on skills and employment. Tldyo noted that the primary
mandate of IDEP was to support the developmentiofdn capacity on the continent
through training in a broad range of priority areas

90. Underlining the importance of integrating Agend®2@nd the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development in their national depelent plans, experts stressed the
need for support to that end. It was noted thaBtenomic Commission for Africa
provided tailored capacity-building support to memi$tates through the courses
provided by IDEP in development planning and theicstiral transformation of
African countries. The commission also providedotaid advisory services to
member States upon request. In addition, the Cosionmisvas producing country
profiles which provided a holistic picture of thecg&l and economic development of
member States; the various indices could also & tasdevelop, implement, monitor
and evaluate national plans and policies.

91. The slow pace of regional integration in Centralidd was attributed to such
factors as the similarities of the products of ddes in the subregion, the
concentration on primary commodities, and the ladka regional policy on
industrialization. Regional integration was alsopéded by such factors as poor
transport infrastructure, the lack of reliable data the failure to underpin countries’
trade policy with an analysis of trade patternthimsubregion. Accelerating the pace
of regional integration in Central Africa would théore require a comprehensive
approach with macroeconomic, trade and infrastrecimensions. It was also
argued that, while important, a monitoring and eatibn framework should not be
the only requirement for accelerating regional gnédion.

92. Regarding the management of Africa’s natural resesjrexperts highlighted
the problems of contract negotiations and illigitahcial flows in the extractive
industries, drew attention to the work in that reigaf the High-level Panel on lllicit
Financial Flows from Africa and also noted the cmsr offered by IDEP in that
domain. Noting the problems experienced by coustkigh mining industries, experts
sought support from the African Union in the tramiof engineers and development
of mining codes. The Economic Commission for Afrigas working with African
countries on the negotiation of contracts and bikd the awareness of countries on
issues related to governance in the mining sector.

93. Following questions relating to the modalities adfmber States’ participation
in the IDEP Governing Council, various clarificatiowere provided, including that
initial consultations had been held by the Bureah®2015 Conference of Ministers,
which had been responsible for coordinating the ination process with
representatives of the five subregions; that mestiyenf the council was voluntary
for individual member States; and that only two rtoies for each subregion could
serve on the council at any point in time. Expe&rése informed on the state of the
nominations thus far: Central Africa had nominatabon and Equatorial Guinea;
East Africa had nominated Kenya and Uganda; Noftlt& had nominated Morocco
and the Sudan; Southern Africa had nominated Lesatkd Zambia; and West Africa
had nominated Ghana, with one country still to bmimated.

94. The experts commended the Commission on the achivs of the 2014-
2015 biennium and the elaboration of the 2018-2Qd&egic framework, which they
duly endorsed.

Recommendations
95. In the light of the discussion, the Joint Committeade the following
recommendations:

(@ The Economic Commission for Africa, in collaboratiavith the
African Union Commission, should develop and makailable to member States a
framework for the mainstreaming of Agenda 2063 dhe 2030 Agenda for
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Sustainable Development into national developméansp taking into consideration
the experiences and lessons learned in this areh,should provide technical
assistance for implementation;

(b) The Economic Commission for Africa, in collaboratiavith the
African Union Commission, should use the integratsiilts framework as the basis
for producing an annual Sustainable DevelopmentsGegort to track progress on
Agenda 2063 and the 2030 Agenda for sustainableldewment, which will be
accompanied with information on the status of thnégcosystem;

(c) Member States and the regional economic commurstiesld adopt a
comprehensive approach to accelerating regionagration, with macroeconomic,
trade and infrastructure dimensions, among others;

(d)  The African Regional Forum on Sustainable Develapmsupported
by the Economic Commission for Africa, the Africkimion Commission and the
relevant United Nations funds and programmes, shfadter the integration of the
three dimensions of sustainable development (soet@nomic and environmental)
and promote coordination and coherence, learnidgsharing of best practice within
the United Nations development system, and witleotiegional and subregional
forums and organizations;

(e) The Economic Commission for Africa, in collaboratiavith the
African Union Commission, should enhance the préidacof migration-related data
and undertake studies using the latest data tondieke the nature and patterns of
international migration streams in Africa, asséssimpact of skilled migration both
for countries of origin and destination, the loegrat implications of remittance flows
for development, and assist member States to giegnd mainstream migration into
national development plans and strategies;

® The Economic Commission for Africa should takeredbessary steps
to organize on an annual basis an African regiogeaiew of progress in the
implementation of the outcomes of the World Sunwnithe Information Society in
support of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Devetyrand Agenda 2063;

(@) The Economic Commission for Africa, in collaboratiavith the
African Union Commission, should assist membereStatt managing their natural
resources by supporting the training of engineties,development of mining codes
and the strengthening of contract negotiation ctipag

(h)  The Conference of Ministers, at its ninth Joint AahMeetings, should
endorse the draft revised statute of IDEP;

0] The Economic Commission for Africa should scale itgpwork on
human development and resource mobilization for ihglementation of
development programmes.

Statutory issues of the African Union[agendatem 9]

Presentations

96. Representatives of the secretariat presented dhgaty issues of the African

Union. The first presentation was on the joint 8dm Union Commission-Association
of African Central Banks strategy on the establishtiof the African central bank, as
set out in E/ECA/COE/35/13 AU/STC/FMEPI/EXP/13(IMhe representative of the
secretariat explained that the strategy proposeghproach to establishing an African
central bank based on meeting preconditions atettienal level in order to create a
strong and sustainable continental economic ancetaonunion. He summarized the
proposed road map and recommendations set out istitategy.
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97. Presenting the Accra Declaration of the Fourth Qesg of African
Economists, as set out in document E/ECA/COE/3BRWASTC/FMEPI/EXP/14(1l),
the representative of the secretariat stressethth#teme of the Congress, “Industrial
policy and economic performance in Africa”, wasliime with the aspirations of
Agenda 2063. The Congress provided an invaluakdéfopin for young African
economists in the continent and the diaspora, exptiiem to harness their potential
and strengthen their capacity through discussioite Wfrican economists and
policymakers. The main objective was to promoteneaaic research among African
economists in order to equip the continent withrtbeded research capacities for its
structural transformation. Participants in the Gesg had recommended that Africa
should follow an industrial path that was enviromtadly sustainable by gradually
transitioning to green growth.

98. Presenting the draft statute of the African Ing#itdior Remittances, the

representative of the secretariat explained thatdtiatute defined the objectives,
functions and activities, governance and manageraedtoperations of the Institute.
The Government of Kenya (the host country) andein@pean Commission, together
with other development partners, were already [piiagi financial assistance for the
Institute.

99. Regarding the draft pan-African investment codeseisout in document
E/ECA/COE/35/18-AU/STC/FMEPI/EXP/18(11), the repeesative of the secretariat
recalled that, at its third meeting, held in Abidjan 22 and 23 May 2008, the
Conference of African Ministers of Integration heshjuested the African Union
Commission to develop a comprehensive investmeé ¢or Africa with a view to
promoting private sector participation. Nationalgional and continental dimensions
had been taken into account in order to creategal lenvironment conducive to
promoting the flow of investments in Africa, fatdiing intra-African trade and
promoting cross-border investment. Several consudtaneetings had been held with
experts from African Union member States, but asilee had not yet been reached
on whether the code should supersede nationaltimesas laws.

100. Introducing the draft concept note on the creatibrihe African inclusive
markets centre of excellence, as set out in doctunieECA/COE/35/19-
AU/STC/FMEPI/EXP/19(Il), the representative of Bexretariat stressed the need for
African countries to promote regional economic gnédion, in particular through
transformative regional value chains, inclusive ket and business development,
which would generate employment and income andcaedioverty in Africa. He
noted that, in order to reconcile strong growthhvbverty and inequality reduction,
the markets in which the poor and vulnerable irtieraust be made more inclusive.
Inclusive markets were defined as markets thatltebuin expanded choice and
opportunity for the poor and produced outcomeslikatfited the poor. The expected
outcome for the work of the centre was to enhaheecapacity of the African Union
and its relevant institutions to support economansformation in Africa through
inclusive markets.

101. Presenting the report of the annual meeting of Dlvectors General of
National Statistical Offices of African countrigiseld in Libreville from 26 to 28
November 2015 on the theme of the data revolutiosm,Sustainable Development
Goals and Agenda 2063, the representative of ttretsgiat explained that the main
objectives of the meeting had been to examine tieahable Development Goals
and Agenda 2063, to take stock of the specialigedrtical groups of the strategy for
the harmonization of statistics in Africa, to exnba experiences and best practices
and to discuss arrangements for the coordinatiamgbing activities.

102. Presenting the report of the seventh meeting of #facan Union

Subcommittee of Directors General of Customs, held&inshasa on 24 and 25
September 2015, the representative of the seattadalled that the meeting had
considered the implementation of the single windmmcept in Africa, coordinated
border management, interconnected customs cleasgstams and an African Union
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customs trade facilitation forum, all of which cdue used to facilitate legitimate
trade, protect society and collect government regsrand statistics.

103. On the issue of financing social protection in Adi the representative of the
secretariat stressed the importance of State-fewsocial protection measures for
vulnerable groups and as a means of addressingl soequalities in Africa. Those

measures, such as cash transfers, access to baadtland education, employment,
public works programmes and feeding schemes, wbald to achieve the social

protection and social security targets of the fit6tyear implementation plan of
Agenda 2063.

104. On the issue of women’'s rights and economic empmest, the
representative of the secretariat described the ablcapital markets in mobilizing
domestic resources for Agenda 2063 and the Subtaisevelopment Goals through
women’s leadership. Such markets should be siredliind could tap into local
women’s credit schemes. It was necessary to havéegenclusive macroeconomic
policy frameworks, gender-sensitive programmedusice and equitable outcomes
and gender-sensitive targets and indicators foritmamg and evaluation. To achieve
Agenda 2063 and meet the Sustainable DevelopmeatsGxy 2030, small-scale
income generation initiatives should evolve inte ttreation of opportunities for
women.

105. The Secretary General of the Pan-African Postabtlpresented, on behalf of
the African Union Commissionthe report on the elaboration of guidelines on
addressing and postcode systems in Africa and ¢pert of the project on the
electrification and connectivity of post officesrural areas of Africa, a joint project
of the African Union Commission, the Pan-Africanskd Union and the Universal
Postal Union.

Discussion

106. Inthe ensuing discussion of the statutory issuesegmted by the African Union
Commission, experts raised concerns about the skication of the legal
instruments establishing the pan-African finandietitutions, namely, an African
central bank, an African investment bank and ancAfr monetary fund. Those
institutions would catalyse the development potémif member States by providing
domestic resources. In addition, flexibility withihe macroeconomic convergence
criteria would be necessary to help countries taerforward in monetary integration.
Experts agreed that countries that were ready twerfarward in the establishment of
the African financial institutions should be alladvi® do so.

107. Experts drew attention to the contribution of thei@ultural sector in boosting

Africa’s economic and structural transformation.eTpriorities for reaching green

growth included building resilience to climate sk®c providing sustainable

infrastructure, creating ecosystem services andngadfficient and sustainable use
of natural resources (particularly water). Expeaito discussed the communication
strategy of the Congress with a view to ensurimgtgr involvement of young African

economists through their respective research inistits.

108. Regarding the draft statute of the African Insétfibr Remittances, experts
raised concerns that member States had not been gilequate time to study and
review the draft statute and its legal and finantigplications thoroughly and to
provide meaningful inputs. On the issue of finahctanmitment, it was clarified that
the Institute had already been established as eadiged technical office of the
African Union Commission and would be treated ag @ther organ of the African
Union. Experts requested additional time for furtteview of the draft statute.

109. Experts commended the African Union Commissiontsmfforts to promote
investment in Africa through initiatives such as thraft pan-African investment code,
which was designed to promote investment, creates jand ensure poverty
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eradication. Participants discussed the six optiensmmended by the legal experts
at their meeting in Lusaka, from 30 November toez®@mber 2015, and voiced the
need for the Conference of Ministers to decidehenlégal nature of the code.

110. Experts congratulated the African Union Commisgiarits initiative to create
an African inclusive markets centre of excellenahjch would support inclusive
growth and contribute to poverty eradication inigdr They noted the need to take
into account the goals of Agenda 2063 and the 2886nda for Sustainable
Development and, in that context, to include aspettthe green economy and its
potential for job creation. They also observed thatas important to rationalize the
creation of new institutions and centres in ordeaoid duplication of efforts.

111. Experts underscored the importance of accuratestitat for Africa’s
development and structural transformation and clemed progress concerning the
planned Nelson Mandela pan-African statistics fntiand the pan-African training
centre for statistics, the African charter on stats, and other efforts to optimize the
data revolution in such areas as national accotims|abour market, statistics on
governance for peace and security, education, sgjéechnology and innovation and
the 2020 censuses on population and housing.

112. Experts emphasized the need for a recommendatiadeguate infrastructure
and appropriate technology to support coordinatgddr management in Africa.

113. Experts stressed the importance of the developofeguarantees to facilitate
the access and reimbursement of credit for vuldemgtoups, including women.

114. Experts discussed the advantages of comprehendiressing and postcode
systems for social and economic development, engphgshat, in principle, each
member State was capable of implementing its owtesys.

Recommendations

115. In the light of the discussion, the Joint Committe&de the following
recommendations:

(& The joint strategy on the establishment of the d&fini central bank
should be submitted for adoption by the Assembld@&ds of State and Government
of the African Union at its twenty-seventh ordinagssion, to be held in Kigali in
July 2016, taking into consideration the reservatiexpressed by the subregional
committee for Southern Africa of the AssociationAdfican Central Banks;

(b)  The African Union Commission, supported by the édn Capacity-
Building Foundation and African economic researehtes, should work together to
produce a publication on the dynamics of Africapremmies, based on an African
perception of African development challenges angoofunities;

(c) The African Union Commission, in collaboration withe regional
economic communities and the African Capacity-Baidd Foundation, should
establish an African forum for think tanks to adaréfrica’s development;

(d)  The African Union member States should review ttadtdtatute of the
African Institute for Remittances and submit thedmments to the African Union
Commission in writing within four months;

(e)  The African Union Commission should submit the adeshversion of
the statute to the legal experts of the Africanddrfor their review before submitting
it for consideration and adoption by the relevagaos of the African Union;

® The African Union Commission should proceed withepler
consultations with member States, with a view twlfzing the draft pan-African
investment code;
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XI.

(@) The African Union Commission should commission adependent
consultant to carry out a feasibility study, to sidier various options for making the
African inclusive markets centre of excellence atienal and financially sustainable,
and the findings of that study should then be prieseto member States for due
consideration;

(h)  National and regional stakeholders and internatipaatners should
develop policies and strategies incorporating treéad protection and social security
targets of the first 10-year implementation planAgenda 2063;

0] The African Union Commission should conduct a stodywomen’s
cash flow and access to credit; best practicesidimuscaled up to improve women'’s
access to credit; and disaggregated targeting dhbal used that includes, in
particular, women at the grass-roots level;

()] Member States are urged to prioritize the addrgsaimd post code
systems and to include them in their national dgwelent plans as part of the
infrastructure needed to increase access to basices.

Date and theme of the tenth Joint Annual Meeting
[agenda item 10]

116. The representative of the secretariat introducedttie on the dates and theme
for the tenth Joint Annual Meetings in 2017 (E/ECAE/35/21-
AU/STC/FMEPI/EXP/21(Il)). He said that the suggedteemes had been formulated
by the African Union Commission and the Economierassion for Africa through

a consultative process and were now being submtttethe Committee for its
consideration.

117. Inthe ensuing discussion, some experts maintahsdhe theme of “Growth,
inequality and unemployment” could, with certain difizations, be made to
encompass the other two themes. Following furthiscudsion of the themes
suggested by the secretariat, the Joint Commitieetified the following themes for
further deliberation:

(&) Wealth creation, equitable growth and employmemt dostainable
development;

(b)  African economies: from high growth to inclusiveogth;
(c)  Growth, inequality and unemployment;
(d)  Export-led growth: challenges and opportunities.

118. Noting the convergence of the proposed themesCkadr invited the experts

to seek agreement on one of them. The Joint Coeenitigreed to request the
secretariat to work closely with the Bureau withiew to finalizing, as appropriate,

the wording of the proposed theme and to informGhenmittee accordingly.

119. Onthe issue of possible dates for the tenth Joinual Meetings in 2017, the
Joint Committee unanimously supported the proptisesiframe of mid-March 2017.

Other matters [agenda item 11]

120. No other matters were raised.
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XII. Consideration and adoption of the draft report of the
meeting of the Joint Committee of Experts and
consideration and recommendation for adoption of tk
draft resolutions [agenda item 12]

121. Under this agenda item, the Committee considereddtiaft report of its
meeting together with the 17 resolutions for coasation and adoption by the ninth
Joint Annual Meetings of the African Union Spedali Technical Committee on
Finance, Monetary Affairs, Economic Planning antedgmation and the Economic
Commission for Africa Conference of African Ministeof Finance, Planning and
Economic Development, as contained in document B/EOE/35/L,
AU/STC/FMEPI /EXP/Draft/Rpt(l). Several experts nesadomments and proposed
amendments to the report and to the draft resolsitidfter extensive discussion, the
Committee unanimously adopted the report. The ntisols, as amended by the Joint
Committee, are attached to the present reportdosideration and adoption by the
Conference of Ministers.

XIlI. Closing of the meeting [agenda item 13]

122. Closing remarks were made by Mr. Maruping, Mr. Hakndnd Mr. Risenga
Maluleke, Chair of the Bureau. Mr. Maruping welcairthe consensus reached by
the delegates on an integrated and coherent apprttache implementation,
monitoring and evaluation of Agenda 2063 and thst&8nable Development Goals
and on a single periodic progress report on bo#mdas, and the guidance provided
by the experts for future work by the African Uni@ommission, the Economic
Commission for Africa and partners. Mr. Hamdok sthdt the lessons learnt from
implementing the Millennium Development Goals wobklinstrumental in guiding
Africa into developing a single reporting framewddk Agenda 2063 and the 2030
Agenda. Mr. Maluleke strongly encouraged partictpda seek a collective approach
in resolving the challenges of Africa’s developmé#mbugh the implementation of
Agenda 2063 and the Sustainable Development Goals.

123. Following those statements and the customary exghan courtesies, the
Chair declared the meeting closed.
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